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JOURNEY 

T O T H E 

WESTERN ISLANDS 



SCO l". L A N D. 

I HAD defircd to vifit the Hebrides, or WelV- 
cm lilands of Scotland, fo long, that I fcarcely 
remember hmv the wiih was originally excited ; 
and was in the Autumn of the year 1 773 induced 
to undertake ihe journey, by finding in Mr Bof- 
wclt a companion, wbofc acutenefs would help my 
itjquiry, and whofc gaiety of codverfation and qivi- 
lity of manners arc fuliicieDt to counteraifl the in- 
conveniences -of travel, in countries Icfs Iiofpitable 
than we liTVe pafied. 

Oil the eighteenth of Auguft we left Edinburgh, 
a KJty too well known to admit defcription, and di- 
rcfted our courfc northward, along the eaftcm . 
coail of Scotland, accompanied the firfl day by a- 
nother gcnllcisap, who could ilay with us only 
A long 
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t A JOURKEY TO THE 

loiig enough to fliew us how much wc loft at (e- 

paration. 

As we croOed the Frith of Forth, our curio- 
Ciy was attraftcd by Inch Keith, a fnjall ifland, 
which neither of my companions had ever viittcd, 
though, lying within their view, it had all their 
lives folicited their notice. Here, by climbing with 
iome difficulty over (hattcrcd crags, wc made the 
firft cxpciiment of uafrequented coafis. Inch 
Keith is nothing more than a rock covered 
w^h a thin layer of earth, not wholly bare of grafs, 
and very fcrtik of thiftles. A fmall herd of cows 
grazes annually upon it in the fummer. It feems 
tieycr to have afibrded to man or beail a perma- 
nent habitation. 

We fonnd only the ruins of a fmall fort, not fo 
injured by time but that it might be eafily reftored 
to its former (late. It fcems never to have been 
intended as a place of Arength, nor was built to 
endure a liege, but merely to afford cover to a few 
foldiers, who perhaps had the charge of a battery, - 
or were ftationcd to give fignals (S approaching 
danger. There is therefore no proviiioa of water 
within the walls, though the fpring is fo near, that 
it might have been eafily cncloled. One of the 
flohes bad this mfcription: " Maria Reg. 1564^' 
It has probably been neglefted from the time that 
the whole ifland h:id the fame king. 

Wc left this little ifland with our thoughts em- 

plo^rcd a while on the di&rent a^seataccc diat k 

would 
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would have made, if it had been placed at the fame 
diftaticc from Lond(»i, with the fame facility of 
approach; with what emnlation of price a few rocky 
acres would have been purchafcd, and with what 
expenfivc induftry they would h^vc been cultiva- 
ted and adorned. 

When we landed, we found our chaife ready, 
and pafled through Kinghorn, Kikkaldv, anii 
CowFAR, places not unlike tlie fmall or flraggling 
market-towna in England, where commerce and 
manufafhires have not yet produced opulence. 

Though we were yet in the moft populous part 
of Scotland, and at (b fmall a dlAancc from the 
capital, we met few paflengers. 

The roads are neither rough nor dirty ; and it 
affords a foiithem Granger a new kind of pleafurc 
to travel fo commodioufly without the interruption 
of toll-gates. Where the bottom is rocky, as it 
fecms commonly to be in Scotland, a fmooth way 
is made indeed with great labour, but it never 
wants repairs ; and in thofe parts where adventiti- 
ous materials are necelTary, the ground once confo- 
lidated is rarely broken ; for tiie inland comiiiercc 
is not great, nor are heavy commodities often tranf^. 
ported otherwife than by water. The carriage* in 
common ufe are fmall carts, drawn each hy one lit- 
tle horfe ; and a man feems to derive feme degree 
of dignity and importance from the reputation of 
pofieffing a two-horfc cart. 

A 2 St 
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St ANDREWS. 
At an hour fomcwhat late wc came to St An- 
tlrfivs, a city once arc hiepifc opal ; where that nni- 
, verfity fliU Aibfias in which philofophj- was for- 
merly taught by Buchanan, whofe r.ams has as fair 
a claim to immortality as can be conferred by nio- 
derolauniiy, and perhaps a fairer than tlie iniluci- 
lity of vemacufar languages admits. 

We found, that by the interpofition of fome in- 
Ttfible friend, lodgings had been provided for Us at 
the houfe of one of the profeiTors, whofe er.ij' civi- 
lity quickly made us forget that we were ftrangcrs; 
and in the whole time of our (lay ws were gratified 
by every mode of kindaefs, and entertained .with 
all the elegance of lettered hofpitality. 

In the morning we rofe to perambulate a city, 
which only hiftory Ihews to have once flourifhed, 
and furveyed ilic ruin? of ancient magnificence, of 
wliich even the ruins cannot long be viliblc, unlcfs 
fome care be taken- to pi-efirve them ;* and where 
is the pleafure of prefcrving fuch mournful memo- 
rials ? They have been till very lately fo much ne- 
glefted, thai every man carried away the Hones 
who fancied that h: wanted them. 

The Cathedra!, of which the foundations may 
be ftill traced, snd a fmal! part of the wall is Hand- 
ing, appears to have been a fpacious and mojeftic 
building, not unfuitable to the primacy of the 
kingdom. Of the architc<5lurc, the poor remains 
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can hardly exhibit, even to an artif>, a fufficient 
fpecimen. It was dcmollQied, as is well known, in 
the tttmult and Tiotence of Knox's re form at ion. 

Not far from the cathedral, on the mnrgin of 
the water, ftands a fragment of the caftle, in which 
the archbilhop aiuiently rcfided. It was never 
very large, and was built with more attention to 
fscaiitj than pleafure. Cardinal Beatoun is faiJ 
to have had workniMi employed in improring itj 
fortification! at the time when he was murdered 
by the ruffians of- reformation, in the manner of 
wbich Knox has gi^en what he hitnTelf calls a mer- 
ry narrative. 

The change of rtligion in Scotland, eager and 
vehement as it was, railed an epidemical enthuli- 
a&Q, compounded of fullen fcrupuloulnefe and war- 
like fiercKity, which, in a people whom idlenefs re- 
iigncd to their own thoughts, and who converting 
only with each other, iuffered no dilution of their 
zeal from the gradual influx of "new opinions, was 
long tranfmitted in its fiiU llrengtli from the old 
to the young, but hy trade and intercoutfe with* 
England, ia now vlfibly abating, and giving way 
too &ft to theb laxity of. practice and indiiFerence 
of opiijion, in which men, not fufficiently inf^ruc- 
ted to find the middle point, too eafily fheltcr 
themlclvcs from rigour and confbuint. 

The city of St Andrews, when it had loft its 
archiepifcopal pre-eminence, gradually decayed ; 
One of ttK ftrcetS' it now loft ; and in thole that 
A 3 remuii> . 
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remain, there is. the filcnce and folitude of iha^vc 

mdigence anJ gloomy depopulation. 

Tlie univerfity, within a few years, confiRed of 
tbrce colleges, but is now reduced to two ; the col- 
lege of St Leonard being lately dilTolved by the 
fale of its buildJags and the appropriation of its 
revenues to the profcflbrs of thc-two others. The 
chapel of the alienated college is- yet {landing, a far 
brick not inelegant, of external. ftni£hire ; biis I 
was always, by fome civil cxcufe, hindered from 
entering it. A decent attempt, as. I was fincetold', 
lias beca made to convert it intoa kind of grcen- 
houfcjbyplanting its area with fhrubs. Thisnewmc* 
thod of gafdehing is unfaeccfsful; the plants do 
nbt hitherto profper. To what ufc it will next be 
put I have no pleafure in conjefturing.. It is fome* 
thing tiiat its prcfent ftatc is at Icaft not oftcntati^ 
oufly difplayed. Where there ia yet fliame, there 
may in time be virtue. 

The dilTolution'of St Leonard's College wa» 
doobtlefs neceflary,*but of that necelTiEy there ia 
reafon to complain. It ie furcly not without juil 
Teproach, that a nation, of which the eommerce it 
Jiouriy extending, and the wealth incroafing, de- 
ities any partJcipBtioa of its profperity to it^Iitera- 
cy focleaes ; and while its merchants or its nobles 
are raifmg palacss, fuff^rs ita.univerjiticsto mouldce 
intoduft. 

Of the ttfo coHeges yet landing, one is by the 

inftitution of its founder aiq)rOpmt£d to divinity. 

It 
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It is ^d to he capable of contaimng fifty Ihidents^ 
but more than one. mull occupy a chamber. The 
librai^, which is of late eredtioj^, is not very fpacU 
ous, but elegant and luminons. 

The do£toc, by whom, it was (hewn, hoped to irri- 
tate ot fubdiie my EngliJh vanity, by telling me, thai 
we had nofuc hrcpofitory of baoks in England., 

Saint Andrews feems to be a place eminently 
adapted to ftudy and education, being fituated in a 
populous, yet a cheap country, and expoling the 
minds and manners of young men neither to the 
levity and difiblntcnefs of a capital city,, nor to the- 
grofa luxury uf a town o£ commerce, place; natu^ 
rally uapFopitious to learning ; in one, the dcftre of 
knowledge eafily gives way to the love of pleafu:e, 
and in the, other^is iij danger of yielding to the 
U>ve of money. 

The II udetus however are reprefentcd as at this 
time not cxc.eedmg a hundred. Perhaps it may 
be fome obftructiop to their .iincrcafe that there 
is no tpifcopal chapel in tlie place. I faw no 
nc^on for imputing their paucity to the prefent 
profeJ&rs ; nor can. the expence of an academical 
education be very reafoijably objaifLed. A. ftudcpl 
of thehigbeCt clafs. may keep his annual feflion, 
or, as the Eaglifli caJi it. his term, which lafls fe- 
ven months, for abgut fifteen pounds, and one of 
lower rankLfop fefs than ten ; in which, board, 
lodging, and. inflru^ion, are ail included. 

The chief magiftrate rclideitf in the univerfirj^ 
' anrwering 
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anfwcring to our vice-chancellor, and to the rf^ar- 
tiuigttificas on the continent, had comtnonlv the 
title of X,ord Ke£tor ; but being addrefTed tfaly as . 
Mr Roftar in an inauguratory Ipeech by the pre- 
fent chancellor, he has fallen from hi* fbrmer dig« 
nity of (Vyle. Lord(hip wb> very liberally annexed 
by our anceftors to any fiatioQ or charada* of dig- 
nity : They fiud, the Lord General, and Lord Am— 
baflador j fo we ftill fay, my Lord, to the judge 
upon the cu-cuit, and yet retain ia our Liturgy the 
Lords of the Council. 

In walking among the ruins of religious biiitd- 
ings, we came to two vaults, over which had for- 
merly flrood the houfc of the fub-prior. One of 
the vaults was inhabited by an old woman, who 
claimed the right of abode there, as the widow of 
■ man whofe anccflors had pofleflcd the fame gloo- . 
my manfion for no lefi than four generations. . 
The right, howevor it began, was confidcred as 
eftablifhed by legal* prefer iptioB, and the old wo«. 
man lives undifhirbed. She thinks, however, that 
Ihe hag a cl^m to fomething morethxafufieranee; 
for, as her lui&and's name was Bruce, flie is allied , 
to royalty, and told Mr Bofwdl, that , when 
there were peifons of quality in the place, ihe was ■ 
diftinguilhed by feme notice ; that indeed /he is 
now neglefted, but fhe {[^ns a thread, has the. 
company of her cat, and is troublefome to nobody. 
Having now fecn whatever this ancient city of- 
fered to our curiofity, we lefl it wkb good wiflies,- 
having 
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having reafcn 10 be higWy pleafcd with tlie atten- 
tion that was paid us. But whoever ftirveysthe- 
wocld tnuft fee many things that give him 
pain." The kindnefs of the Profefi'ors did not con- 
tribute to abate the uneafy remembrance of an uni* 
veHity declining, a college alienated, and a church 
proiancd and haftcning to the ground 

St Andrews indeed has formerly fuflered more 
atrocious ravages and more extenfive deftruflion, 
hut recent evils affedl with greater force. We 
were reconciled to the light of archiepifcopal ruins. 
The dil^ance of a calamity from the prefent time 
feems to preclude the mind from contact or fynt- 
pathy. Events long part are barely known ; they 
are not confidered. We read with as little emo- 
tion the violence of Knox arid his followers, as the 
irruptions of Alaric and the Goths; Had the unf- 
verfity been deftroyed two centuries ago, wff 
fhbuld not have regretted it;' but to fee it -pining 
in decay, and fh-uggling for life, fills the mind 
-with mourhfiil images and ineA«<^al wifaes. 

ABERBROrniCK. 

As we knew forrow and wiflics to be vain, it 
was now our bulineis to mind our way. .The roads 
ofScotland afford little diverlion to Che traveller, 
who feldom fees himfcif either encountered or 
overtaken, and who has nothing to contemplate but 
grounds that have no viUble boundaries, or are ft:- 
paratcd 
......Cooslo 



lO A JOXTRNET TO THE 

parated by walls of loole ftone. From the bank 
of the Tweed to St Andrews I had never feen a 
fingle tree, which I did not believe to have grown 
Hp far witliin the prefent centnry. Now and thea 
about 3 gentleman^ houfe ftands a fmall planta- 
tion, which in Scotch is called a polky, but of 
thefe there arc few, and thofe few all very young> 
The variety of fun and fliade is here utterly un- 
known. There is no tree for cither Ihelter or tim-' 
ber. The oak and the thorn b equally a flranger, 
and the whole country is extended in uniform na- 
keduds, except that ih the road between Kirk&ldy 
and Cowpar, I pofled for a few yards between two 
"hedges. A tree might be a ihow in Scotland as a 
■borfe in Venice. At St Andrews Mr BolwcU 
found only one, and recommended it to my nolicc; 
I told him that it was rough and low, or looked 
a» if I thought fo. Thit.ifaid he, is nothing to »~ 
nother a few miles off. I was ftil] lels delighted 
to hear that another tree was not to be fecn near- 
er. Nay, faid a gentleman that flood by, I know: 
but of this and ttiat tree in the country. ^ 

The Lowlands of Scotland had once undoubted- 
ly an equal portion of woods with other L*oantrirs. 
Forefts are every where gradually diminifhed, as 
architeftorc and cultivation prevail by the incrcaft 
of people and the introduiition of arts. But I be- 
lieve few regions have been denuded tike ihis, 
where many centuries muft have pafied in Avaftc 
without tlie Icaft thought of future fupply. Da- 
viea- 

l,.„rMI-. C.OOylc 
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-vies oblervu in his account of IrelanJ, that no 
Irilbman had ever pbated an orchard. For that 
negligence fomc excufe might be drawn from an 
nnlcttlcd ftate of life, and the indability of proper* 
ty i but in Scotland pofieffioa has long been (e- 
cure, and inheritance r^julaT, jct it may be doubt- 
ed vrtiether before the Union xaj man betweea 
Edinburgh and England bad ever fet a tree. 

Of this impravidence no other account can be 
^ven than that it profaaUy began in times (^tumult, 
and continued becaufc it had begun. EAabllfhedcuf- 
tomisnotcaCIy broken, till fame great event fliakei 
the whole fyfiem of things, and life feems to re- 
commence upon new principles. That before the 
-Union the Scots had little trade and little money, 
is. no valid apology ; for plantation is the leall ex- 
penllvc of all methods of liAprovemem. To drop 
a.fecd into the ground can coft nothing, and the 
trouble is not great of protcfting the young plant 
till it is out of danger^ though it muA be alla«^. 
•ed to have fomc difficulty in places like tbetc, 
-where they have neither wood for palifadcs, nor 
thorns for hedges. 

. Our way was over the Erlth (rf Tay, where, tho' 
the water was not wide, we paid four IhiUings for 
-ferrying the chaife. In Scotland the ncceflarica 
of life »e eafily procured, but fuperfluities and ek- 
g^ncica are of the fune price at leaft as in England, 
and therefore may l>e confidercd as much dearer. 
We ftopped a wliile at Dundee, where I remem- 
ber 
■ .Xooylc 
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brr nothing remarkable, and mounting our chaife 
again, came about the clofe of the dajr to Aber- 
brothkk. 

■ The' monaftery of Abcrbrothick is of great re- 
nown in the hidory of Scotland. Its ruins afford 
ample tefiimony of its ancient magnificence : Its 
extent n>ight, I luppafc, ca(i^ befiiuad by follow- 
ing the walls among the grafs and weeds, and its 
height is known by fome parts yet ftanding. The 
arch of one of the gates is entire, and of another 
onlv fo far dilapidated as to diverfify the appear^ 
ance. A (quare apanment of great loftinefs is 
yet Handing, its ufe I could not conje^utc, as its 
etcvation was very difproportionate to its area. 
Two corner towers particularly attrafled ouratten- 
(ion. Mr Bofwell, whofe inquifitivenefs is fecond- 
td by great ailivity, fcrambled in at a high win- 
dow, but found the ftairs within broken, and 
could not reach the top. Of the other tower wc 
were told that the inliabiiants fomctiines climbed it, 
but we did not immediately dil^em the entrance, 
and as the night was gathering uptin us, thought 
proper to defift. Men Ikilldd in archileflure might 
do what we did not attempt ; They roigbt proba- 
bly form an cxaft ground-ptot of this venerable cdi- ' 
.fiee. They may from fome parts yet Handing 
conje^re its general form, and perliaps by com- 
paring it with other buildings of -the & me kind, ■ 
and the fame age, attain an idea very near to truth. 
I fliould fcarcely have regretted my journey, had 
it 
1,1, ;«[., Google 
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i( aftrdcd notlung more than a light of Aberbro* 
thick. 

MONTROSp. 

Leaving thefe fragments of magnificcDcCi we 
travelled on to Montrofe, which we Jiirveyed in 
the morning, and found it well built, airyf and 
clean. The towD-houfe is an handfome fabric with 
a portico. We then went to view the Englifh cha- 
pel, and found a fmall church) clean to a degree 
unknown in any other part of Scotland, with com- 
modious galleries, and, what was yet lefs cxpcAed, 
with an organ. 

At our inn wc did not find a reception fuch as we 
thought proportbnate to the commercial opulence 
of the place-i but Mr Bofwell <lefired me to ob- 
ferve that the inn-keeper was an EngUlliraan, 
and I then defencied him as well as I could. 

When I had proceeded thus far, I had opportu- 
nities of obfcrving wlat I had never heard, that 
there arc many beggars in Scotland. In Edinburgh 
the proportion is, I think, not kfs than in London, 
and is the fmaller places it is ixr greater than in£n- 
^llitownsof thefamcextent. It mufi, however, be 
allowed that they are not importunate, nor clamo- 
rous. They folicit £lently, or very modeftly, and 
therefore though their behaviour may Arike with 
more force the heart of a ftranger, they are cer- 
tainly in danga* of miffing the atteiiticm of their 
B country 
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couotryiBcn. Norplty ha# always fomc power, an 
unaccudomed mode of begging excites an lujac- 
cuftomcd degree of pity. But the force of novelty 
is by its own nature foon iit an end ;- the efficacy 
of outcry and perfevercnce is perounent and cer- 
tain. 

The road from Momrole exhibited a continna-^ 
tion oi the lame appearances. The country i& IHIl 
naked, the hedges are of ftone, and the fields lb 
generally plowed, that it is. hard to imagine where 
grafjt is found for the hoHcs.tlut till riioii' The 
harveft, which was almoft ripe, a[^>eared very 
plentifnl. 

Early in the afternoon Mr BoArel) obferved.' 
that we were at no great diftaiice from thehoafe 
of Lord Monboddo. The magnetirm of his con- 
vcrfation eafily diew us out of onr way, and the 
entertainment which we received would have 
been a -fuffiddit^recOnipenfe for a much greater 
deviation. 

The roads beyond Edinburgh, as they are left- 
frequented, muft be expected to grow ^dually, 
rougher j but they were hitherto by no means in- 
commodious. We travelled on with the gentle 
pace of aScotch drrver, who having no rivals in 
expedition, neither gives himfdf- nor Uj Irar&s 
unneceflary Uouble. We dtdnota&£t the iitipa>^ 
tience we did not &el, but were fatisfied with tbe 
company of each other, as well riding in the 
dnift, 3s> Jitting at an inn. Tiumgia and tiie 
■- ' - . day 
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day are eqoally folitary and equally fafe j forwhnic 
there are fo few travellers, why fliouH there- Ifc 

robbers? '■ ' 

ABERDEEN. 

We came fomevhat lare to Aberdeen, and faund 
the inn fo full, that -we had foine difficulty in eb- 
talniog BdmiiHoQ, till Mr Bofweil made himfetf 
known : His nacne overpowered all objeftionj and 
we ibund a ytry ({ood houfc] aiid civil treatmeat. 

I received the next day a very kind lettei frcwi 
Sir Alexander Gordon, whom I had formcrty 
known in London, and after a ceiSation of all in-, 
terccHirre for near twenty years met here profcflor of 
phy£c in the King's College. Such unckpcded re. 
newals oF acquaintance may be numbered ftmong 
the moll plea&ig incidents of life. 
- The knowledge of one profefTor foon procsred 
tne the notice of the reft, and I did not want any 
token of regard, being conduced wherev^ there 
was any thing which I dellred to fee, and oiter- 
tained at .once wiih the novelty of the place, and 
the kindnefi of com muni cm ion. > 

, To write of the dtjes of our own idaod with 
the folemniiy of geographical defcriptjon, as if we 
bad been call upon a ncwty-diicoTcrcd coalV, h3s 
the appearance of very frivolous oltentstion; ytt 
ae Scotland is little known to the greater part of 
tbofe who may read thcfc obfervations, it u not fu- 
R » per- 
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perfiaons to relate, that under the name of Aber- 
(tcen are comprifed tno towns, Handing about a 
mile diftant from each other, but go*emed, I 
think, by the fame magiflrates. 

Old Aberdeen is ihc ancient epifcopal city, in 
which are SiiW to be feen the remains of the cathe- 
dral. Tt hzs the appearance of a town in deray, 
having been fitBaied in times when commerce 
was yet uiifludieJ, with very little attention to the 
commodities of the harboiir. 

New Aberdeen has all the baftle of profperous 
trade, and all the fliow of increafing opulence. It 
it built by the water fide. The houfes are large 
and lofty, and the flreeis fpacious and clean. They 
build almoH wholly with the granite ufed in the 
new pafement of the ftreets of London, which is 
well known not to want hardnefs, yet they fliape 
it eafily. It is beautiful, and mad be very lafiing. 

What particular parts of cemmcrce arc chiefly 
cxercifed by the merchants of Abenlccn, I have 
not inquired. The manufaifture which forces it> 
fclf upon a ftranger's eye is that of knit-ftockings, 
on which the w<Mnen of the lower clafs are vilibly 
employed. 

In each of tltefe towns there is a coUege, or, 
in ftrifter language, an univerfiiy ; for in both 
there are profeffors of the fame parts of leanning, 
and the colleges hold their felGons and confer de- 
grees feparately, with total indepeitden^ of one 
on the other. 

lo 
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In Old AWdeen ftandB the ling's Colleg;?, rf 
which, the firft Prefident was Heftor Boece, or 
Boethkis, who maji be juftly reverenced one of the 
revivers of elegant learning. When lie fliidied at 
Faris, he was acquainted. Avith Erafmus, who a&er^ - 
wards gaTe him a public teftimony of Jiis efteem, 
by uifcribing to him-a catalogue of his works. The ■ 
ftyle of Bocthius, though, perhaps not always ri- 
goroufly pure, is formed with great diligence apoli 
ancient models, and wholly uninfefted with mcna* 
flic barbarity. His hiftory is written with ele- 
gance and vigotir, but his fabulonfners and credult'. 
ty are juflly blamed. His fabuloufnefs, if he was 
the author of the fifttons, is 'a.ftult-for which no 
apology can be made j but his credulity may be 
excufed.in an age, when all men were credulous. 
Zjcaroing.was then .rifing an the world t but agej 
ft long accuftomcd to darkncfs, WCfc too much 
dazzled with its light to fee any thing diftlnflly. 
The firft race of fcholars in the fifteenth ceiitury, . 
atid fometime after, were, far the moft part, learn- 
hig to fpe^, rather than to. think, and were there- 
fore more Audious of elegance than of truth", "tht 
tofltemporarieB of Boetliiiis thougiit ■ it fufficieat - 
td know what thd ancients had delivered. The 
^urmination of tenets and. of hits was referved for ■ 
another generation. 

Boethius, as prefident of the uniTerfity, enjoyed 

fc revenue of forty Seottifhmarks, about two pounds 

four flHllings and fiipence of fterlihg money. In the 

B,3 pre- 
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jprefent age of trade and tase»i it is-diffibolt CTCtt 
for the imagination fc. to-rwfc the naluc of moneys 
or fo to dimmift the demands of life, as to fup- 
pofe four and forty fhlUings a year, aa honourable 
flipcnd J yet it was probably equal, not only to 
the necds^ but tothe rank of Botthiui. The urcalfh 
of England- was undoubtedly to that of Scotland, 
more than fiwe to one, and it is known, that Hen^ 
ry the Eightb, among, whofe feults avarice was ne- 
ver reckoned; granted to Roger Afcham, as a re- 
ward of his. karning, a penfion of ten pounds a- 
year. 

The other, called Ae Marjfchal- College, is' in. 
the new town. Thehall is large and weU lighted. 
One of its omajncnts is the pi^re of Artliu? 
JohnftoH, whs was principal of the^oollege, and 
who holds among the Latki-pocCs of . Scotland thft 
next place to the elegant Buchanan. 

In the library I was ihewn f<Mnc curiofities j :» 
Hebrewmanufcriptof cx(]«il!tepenmanlhip, and a 
Latin tranilaiion of Ariftotle'S Politicis by Leonar- 
dos Aretinus, written in the Roman chari£lep 
with nicety and beauty, which, a» the vl of print- 
ing has msde them no Icmger ncceflary, are not 
now to be foand. This was one of the latefl per* 
formances of the tranicribcrs, for Aretinus died 
but about twenty years before typography was in- 
Tented. Hiis verrion has been printed^ and may 
be found m libraries, but is little read i for the 
fame bookshave becofincetninflated both by Vi^teh. 
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rius and Lanibinas, who lived ia an age more cul- 
tivued, but perhaps owed ia part to Aretisus tint 
thcf were able to excel him. Much is: due to thoie 
who firft broke the way tokDowledge, and left (mi- 
\j to their IbcceSbrs the talk of fmoothing it. 

In bo^ thefe collegca the methods of ioftruAioa 
9re neariy the fame i the k-Aurcs dipping only by 
the accidental diifemice of diligence, or aUlity id 
the profeflbrs. The ftudents wear fcarie't gowns, 
and the profefibrs bl»ak, whkh is, I believe, ths 
academical dDcfs in all the Scottifli univeriities^ 
except that of Edinburgh, where the icholars are 
not (lillinguifhed by any particular habit. In the 
King's College thne is kept a public table^but tho 
icboUrs of the MariJchal CoUege arc boarded in 
town. The expence of living is here, according 
to the ii^rmatiMi that I could obuin, fomcwhat 
KQOre than at St Andrews. 

The couife of education is extended' to four 
years, at the end of which tlrofe who take a de* 
gree,.who arc not many, become mailers (^ arts, 
and whocYcr iM mafler , may,' if be pleafes , iiamodiate* 
lyc(Hnfncnccdo£lor..Thc title ofdo^rt however, was 
for a oeuilidersble time beft«wed.onIy on.pby£ciaiis> 
The advocates arc examined juul approvedby their 
«wn body ithe minifters werenobambttions of-titles, 
or were afr^d of being cenfured for ambition ', and 
the doctorate in every ^ulty was conunonly ^ven 
or f(4d into other cDWitriea. The sikiifters are 
DQw reconciled to diftinflioa, and as it muft^ al-* 
way* 

. .. Cooylc 
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«aysiia[q)m that fome will excel otU^ra, have- 
thought graduation a p'oper tcltimopy of uncom- 
moD abilities or acquifitwns. 

The indifcriminate collation t^ degrees has juft— 
iy taken away that refycA which tbej originally 
claimed as ftampi, by which the literary, vtdue of 
men fo diCtinguifbed waa authoritatively denotedi 
That academical honours, or any others, (hould be 
CDofierrcd with czaA- proportion to merit, is more 
than human judgment or human integrity-' 
have given' teafon to ap^. Perhaps degrees ia 
nmverfities cannot be better adjufted hy any gene* 
ral fbIc than by the length of .time pa0ed in the - 
|nibt(c profefiion of learning. An Englilh or IriHt^, 
doAorate cannot be obtained by a very, young man, 
and it is reafoDable to fuppofe, what is lilcewife b;f 
(Kperience commonly found true, that he who is . 
by age qualified to be a doAorj has in fo t»uchtim« 
gained leamii^ fodicJent not to diTgrace the title, . 
or wit fufficiem not to defirc it.. 

The Scotch uniTerfities hidd but one term at- 
leffioti -in the year. That «f St Andrews cotv^ 
linucs eight moinbs, that of 'Aberdeen only fin; . 
from the firA 6i November to the firft^tf April. ' 
' In Aberdeen there is an Engli&chape), in whicV 
the congregation was nuincroas and fpdcodid. The 
form of public worlhip ufcd by the church of Eng- 
land is in Scotland legally praftifed in liccofed cha- 
pds Jcrved by cld'gymcn of £nglifh or Iriih ardi.> 
nation, aod bf fadt manivance quietly permilted 
in 

u,5,,zPNr,G00yIc 
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in fepitrate congregations fupplicd with miaiftert by 
the rucceJIoTS of the fiilhops who were tieprived at 
the Revolution. 

We came to Aberdeen on Saturday Angoft »t. 
On Monday we were invited into the town-^all, 
where I had the freedom of the citj given me by 
the Lord Provoft, The honour conferred bad ail 
the decorations that politenels could add, aad what 
I am afraid I fhoutd not have had to lay of any 
city fouth of the Tweed, I ^nd no petty officer 
bowing for a fee. 

Theparchment containing the record of admiffioD 
is, withthefcalappencting, faftenedtoaribbandand 
worn for one day by the new citizen in his hat. 

By a Lady wbofaw us at the chapel, the Earl of 
Enrol was informed of our arriYal, and we had the 
honour of an invitation to hit feat, called Slanei 
CaAlc, as I am told, Impn^ily, from the caftle of 
that name^wbich once flood at a place not far diftant. 

Ills road bc^nd Aberdeen grew more ftony, 
and continued equally naked of all vegetable deco* 
ration. We traveQed over a traft of ground near 
the Tea, which, not longago, fiifieredavcFyuncom-* 
mon, and unexpefled calamity. The fand of the 
Ihore was raifed by a tempeft in fiich ^antities,, 
and carried to ftich a diftance, that an cftate was 
averwhelmcd and loft. Such and fo hopelefi was 
the barrenncJs fupcrinduced, that the owner, 
when he was required to pay the ufual tax, defi> 
red rather to resign the ground. 
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SLANES CASTLK. 
THE BVLLEROF BVctlAN. 

We came in the afternoon to Slanes Caftle, built 
upon the margin of the fea, fo thst the watU of 
one of the towers feetn tmly a continuation of & 
]:>erpendiculir rock, the foot of which is bcatm by 
the waves. To wa& round the hotife ieemed im- 
praiHicable. From the window, the e^e wanders 
over the fea that feparates Scotland from Ntn-- 
way,. arid vhoi tte windi bettt witb violence mufl: 
enjoy all the terrific grandeur of the tcmpefhiouB 
ocean. I vobld not for my acnnfeaient wifh fbr 
a ftorm ; but as ftorms, whether wifhed or not, 
svUl fometimes hAppen, I may fay, without viola- 
tion of kuitKinliy, thK I weukl wiUingly look out 
iqjontben 'from S^ine* QtAtq. 

When we wwc aboet to take our leave, oar de- 
,pirttirc wiB prrfiibited by the ^ountcls till wc 
Ihould have Icen two places vpon the coaA, which 
ihe rightly considered as worthy of curiofily, l3ua 
Say, and the Bui I er of Buchan, to which Mr 
Boyd -very kindly conduAed wt. 

Uun Btiy^ which in Erft is faid to figntfy tb« 
Yellow Bocl(, ba double protuberance of Aone, 
open to the main fea on one tide, and parted from 
the land by a very narrow channel on the other. 
It has its name and its cok :<r &om the dung of in- 
Dumerahte tea-fowls, which in the Spring 'Ohufc 

, ■ ■ ■. thii 
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this pkcc as conveuieat for incubation, and haTfr 
their eggs and tfacir yoimg taken in great ^buo- 
dance. OneoF the birds that ir^qiient fhia rock 
has, as wc were told, its body; not larger than a. 
duck's, and yet lays eggs as large as thpTe of a 
goofe. This bird is by the inhabitants named a 
Coot. That which, is called Ck/ in England, is 
herfe a CaoUr. 

. Upon.thde.rocka there wafi-nothing that could 
long detain attention> and we fuon turned our eyes 
tDtheBuller, or Bouilloir of Budian, which no 
man can fee with indifference, who has either, fenfe 
of danger or delight in rarity. It is a rock per- 
pendicularly tubulated, united oit (me lide with a< 
high fliorc, and on the other rifiog fteep to a 
great height, above the main Tea. Tha lop is 
open, fiom which may be feen a dark gulph of 
■water ^*hich flows into the- cavity, through a 
breachmade in the lower part of the inclollng 
Txtclc It has the appearance of a yaft well border- 
ed witha wall. The cdgeof tbc.Buller Is not ^ide, 
and to thofe that walk round, appears very nar- 
row. HethatTcnturesto look downward, fees, that 
if his foot Should (Ep. he maii fall froai his dread- 
ful elcTation upon ftones -on one fide,, or into the 
water on the other. We bowever went round,. 
^aztd wer^ glad when the circuit was csc^V^ted. 

When we came down to the fea, we faw fomf:. 
-boats, and. rowers, and refoWed to «xp]o(c the 
BotifT M. die botlQsi.. W-c ent^e^ the arf b, ,vhkh 

. • the 
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the water had made, and found ouriclves in a place, 
whici), though we could not think ourfdvcs in dan- 
ger, we could Icarcely furvcy without fome recoil 
of the mind. The bafon in which we floated was 
nearly circular, perhaps thirty yards in diameter. 
We were tncloled by a natural wall, rifuig fteep 
on every fide to a height which prodaccd the idea 
of iniiirmountable confinement. The intercep- 
tion of all lateral light caofed a difmal gloom. 
Round us was a perpendicular rock, above us the 
dillant Iky, and below an unknown profundity of 
water. If I had any malice againft a walking fpi- 
rit, iafiead of laying him in the Rcd-fca, I would 
condemn him to refide in the BuUer of fiuchan. 

But terror without dango- is only one of the 
{ports of fancy, a vc4untary agitation of the mind 
that is permitted no longer than it jideafes. We 
were foon at leifurc to examine the place with mi- 
nute infpe^itH], and found many cavities which, 
as the watermen lokl us, went backward to » 
depth which they had never explored. Their ex-- 
tent we had not tunc to try % they mc faid to fervc 
different purpofes. Ladies come hither fometiraes 
in the fummcr with collations, and fmugglcrs 
make them ftore-houfes for dandclline mercfaan- 
dife. It is hardly to be doubte'd but the pirates of 
ancimt times often uled them as magazines of 
arms, or repoliteries of plunder. 

To the little vcflcis ufed by the northern rowers, 

the BuUer may have Cervtd as a Ihdter from 

Itorms, 
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flormS) and perhaps as a retreat from enemies ( 
the entrance might have been ftoppcii, or guarded 
with little difficulty ; and though the volTels that 
were Rationed ivithin would have been battered 
with ftones fhowered on them from above, yet the 
crews would have lain h£e in the cavCrns. 

Next morning we continued our journey, pleafed 
with our receptioB at Sbnes Callle, of which we 
bad now leifurc to recount th^ grandeur and the 
elegance ; for our way afforded us few topics of 
fonverfation. The ground was neither uncultiva- 
ted nor unfruitful ; but it was ftill all arable. Of 
flocks or herds there was no appearance. I had 
410W travelled two hundred miles in Scotland, and 
fcen only one tree not younger than myfelf. 

BAMFF. 

We dined this day at the houfe of Mr Frazer of 
'Streichton,vh<> ftiewed us in his grounds fome llones 
yet (landing of a druidical circle, and what 1 begaa 
to think more worthy of notice, fome foreft trees 
of full growth. 

At night we came to Bamff, where I remcmbet 

- nothing that particularly clalrncd-.my attention. 

The ancient towns of Scotland have generally an 

■appearance unufual to Engilfhmen. The honfes, 

whether great or fmall, are for the moft part built 

■cf ftones. Their ends are now and then next the 

C ftrsctt,. 
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ftreet^ and the cntraoce into them is very oficn 

hj a flight of ftq», which re^iches up to the fccond 

ftory. The floor which a level with the ground 

being entered only by ftairs descending whhin the 

lumie. 

The art of joining Squares of glafs with lead is 
little ufed in Scotland, and in fome places U total- 
ly forgotten. The frames of their whidows are 
aH of wood. They are more Ihigal of thdr glals 
than tlie Engtifli, and wilt often, ia houles not o- 
therwiJe mean, compofe a fquare of two pieces, not 
joining like cracked glaf«, but with one edge laid 
perhaps half an inch over the other. Their win- 
dows do not move upon hinges, but are pulhed up 
and drawn down in grooves, yet they are feldom 
accommodated with wetghtsand puUies. He that 
would have his window open muft hold it with his 
hand, unlefs what may be fometimcs found among 
good contrivers, there be a nail, ^tchhe may ftick 
into a bole to keep it from falling. 

What cannot be done without fome uncommon 
trouble or particular expedient, will not often be 
done at all. The incommodioufnels of the Scotch 
windows keeps them very clofcly ftiut. The nc- 
ccffity of ventilating human habitations has not 
yet been found by our northern neighbours ; and 
even in houfes well built and elegantly fumiilied, 
•a ftranget; may be fomctimes forgiven, if he allows 
^imvfelf to wifli for freihcr air. 

Thefc 
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Tliere diminutive obfcrvations (ccm to take away 
fi>mcthing from, the dignity of writing^, and tlnrc- 
fore are never communicated but with Iiclitation, 
antf a little fear of abafement and contempt. But 
"it muit be remembered, that life conCAs not of a 
fertes of illuArlous anions, or elegant enjoyments ; 
the greater part of our time palTcs in compliant 
■with neceffities, in the performance of daily duties, 
in the removal of {mall inconveniences, in the pro- 
curement of petty pleafurcs; and we are well or 
ill at cafe, as tlie main ftream of life glides on 
finoothly, or U rulH;d by fmcll obftaclca and fre- 
quent interruption. The Iriie ftate of c\'ery na- 
tion is the ftate of comir.on life. The manners 
of a people are not to jje found in the fchools of 
learning, or tin: [ralaccs of greatnefs, where the na- 
tional character U oblcured or obliterated by tra- 
vel or inftruttion, by philoibphy or vanity ; nor is 
public happincfs to be clUmated by the aflcmbUcs 
of the gay, or tlielMnquetsof theric'i. The great 
ma's 6i niuions is n;itlier i-ich nor gay; they whofc 
agjrcgaie cuinoiiites the people, are found in the 
ftreets, and ihe villages, in the (liops and farms 5 
and from them colleflively confidercd, muft the 
nieafure of general profperity be taken. As they 
appryath to ddicacy a nation is refined, as their 
conveniences arc muliipUed, a nation, at leaft a 
. coinr.i>:rc;al ra:ion, muft be uenc^minated weal- 
tlij;. 

C. a. £LGIN, 
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Finding nothing to detain us at fiamS*, we fet 
out in the morning, and liaving breakfjfted at 
Cullen, about noon came to Elgin, where in the 
inn, that we fuppoled the heft, a dinner was fee- 
before u!, which we cculd not eat. This was the 
firft time, and, except one, the taft, tha» I found 
any rcafon to complain of a Scottilh table ; and 
fuch difappointments, I fuppofe, tnuft be expell- 
ed in every country, where there is no great fre- 
quency of travellers. 

The ruins of tlic cathedral of Elgin aflbrded us 
another proof of the wafte of reformation. There 
is enough yet rema:ning to flitw, that it was once 
magnificent. Its whole plot is eafily traced. On 
the north fide of the choir, the chapter-Iioufe, 
which is roofed with an arch of ftone, remains en- 
tire ; and on the fouth fide, another mafs of build- 
ing, which we coukl not enter, is prcferved by the 
care of the family of Gordon ; but the body of the 
church is a mafi of fragments. 

A paper was heir put into our hands, which de- 
duced from fuflicient authorities the hifiory of this 
vcner.-.blc ruin. Tlie church of Elgin had, in the, 
intcftine tuinults of the barbarous ages, been hid 
wafie by the irruption cf a higldand chief, whom 
the biihop hid oliendcd j but it w^s gradually re- 
0ored. 

l,.„rMI-. C.OOylc 
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ftoreJ to tlic ilate, of which the traces may be 
now difccrned, and was at laft not dcftroyed by 
the tumultuous violence of Knox, but more Chame- 
fully fiiSertd to dilapidate by delibtrate robbery 
and frigid indifference. ' There is ftill extant, in 
the books of the council, an order, x>f which I can- 
not remcrabsr the date, but which was doubtlefs 
UTued after the Reforasation, direfting that the • 
kad, which covers the two cathedrals of Elgin and 
Abctdeen, Ihail be taken away, and ctmvcrted in-- 
to moaey for the fupport of the army. . A Scotch 
iwrroy was in thofe times very cheaply kept; yet 
the lead of two churches muft have borne fo fmall . 
a proportion to any military ei^Mncc, that it is 
bard not to beUeve the reafon alledgsd to be mnr- 
ly popular, and the money intended for- fome pri- 
vate porfe. The order however waa obeyed } the 
two churches weif Aripped, and the lead wa* 
flipped to be fold in Hcdland. ■ I hope every read- 
cr-wiU rejpicc that tbis cargo of facrilcge was loft: 
at fca.. 

Let US not howcvermakc toomwrhhafic to def^- 
IHTeour-nei^ibours. Ourowncathedrals are moul- 
dering by unregarded dUaf^idation. It {ecms to ' 
be part of tHc delpicable ptiilofophy of the- time to ~ 
defpife naonumcnts of facred tnagaificenrc, andwc 
are in-danger of dwng that deliberately, which the: 
Scotch did aofdo but in the unfettW' (late of as" 
imfirife£t conflitutipB' 

. ..-Cooylc - 
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Thofc wlio had once uncovered the cathedrals . 
never wiflied to covrr them again ; and being thus 
made ureiefi, they were firft neglefled, and per- 
haps, as the ftone was wanted,, afterwards demo> 
liflied. 

Elgin fcems a place oriictle trade, and thinly in- 
habited. The epifcopal cities of Scotland, 1 be- 
lieve, generally fell with their churehcsi though 
fonie of them hare fincc reeotered 1^ a fituation- 
eonvenicnt for commerce. Thus Glafgow, though- 
it has no longeron archbilhop, has rifen beyond its 
ori^al flatc by the opulence of its traders ; and 
Aberdeen, thongh its ancient ftock had decayed, 
fiounlhcs by a new Qioot in another place. 

In the chief ftreel of Elgin, the-houfes jot over- 
the loweft ftorj, lite the old buildings of timber 
in London, but with great prominence ;-fo that 
there isfomctimesa walk for aconlMerable length, 
under a dbiftcr, or portico, which is now indeed 
frequently: broken, becaule the new hoaf« have 
another form, but feems to have been uniformly 
coniihued iathc old city. 

FOR£S. CJtDER. FORT- 
C £. OR G E.. 

"We went forwards the- fam» day to Fores, the 
town to whKh Macbeth was tnvellmg, when he 
met the weird fifters in his way. This- to an 
EngllJlmian b cl^c ground.. Our imaginations. 
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were heated, and our thoughts recalled to tfaei^ 
old amurements. 

We had now a preladc to the Highlands. We- 
began to leave fertUiiy and culture behmd us, and 
faw for a great length of road nothing but lieath : 
yet at Fochabers, a fetft bcloi^rng to the Duke of 
Gordon, there is an orchard, which ia Scotland I 
bad never icen before, with fooie timber trees, and . 
a plantation of oaks. 

At Fores we found good accotmnodation , buc 
nothing vonhf of particular remark, and next 
morning entered upon the road, on which Macr 
beth heard the fatal predi£Hon ; but we travelled 
on, not interrupted bj promifea of kingdoms, and 
came to Nairn, a ropl burgh,, which, if once it- 
flourilhed, is /now in a Itate of ntiferabte deca^^ 
but I know not whether its chief annual magiAraCa - 
has not Hill the title of Lord Proved. 

At Nairn we may fix the verge of the High-- 
lands; for here Ifu-ft fjwpeat tire5>.andfirft heard 
the Erfe language. We had no motive to &aj 
)»nger thsn to brcakfaft, and went forward to the 
houfe of Mr Macaula]^,.tbeminifter who published 
an af count of St Ktlda, and by his direction vi& 
ted Calder- Caftle, from which Macbeth drew hia 
fecond titl9. It has been formerly a place <^ 
firengtb. The draw-bridge is- Aill to be feen, but 
tfaie moafr^is now dry. The toner is very ancient j 
}is walls arc of great thickneisi arched onthc toj) 
<Hkb fioBe>. md ftirrouadcd with battlements. 
The 
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The reft of the houfe is later, though far from 

modem. 

We were favoured by a gentleman, who lives 
in the caftle, with a letter to one of the offi- 
cers at Fort George, which being the moA regular 
fortification in the iilind, Veil deferves the notice 
of a traveller, who has never travelled before. We 
went thither next day, found a very kind recep- 
tioD, were led round the works by a gentleman^ 
who explained the ufc of every part, and entertain- 
•d by Sir Eyre Coote, the governor, with fuch ele- 
gance of converfaLion as left us no attention to the 
delicacies of his table. 

Of Fort George T ihall not attempt to ^ve any 
•ccount. I cannot delineate it fdcntifically, and a : 
Ibole and popular defcription is of uie only when 
the imagination is to be amufe«l. l^icre was every 
where an appearance of the utmoft ncatne& and 
Mgularity. But my liifiVage is of Jtttle valiici be- 
eaufe this and Fort AuguQus are the only garriibns. 
that icver faw. 

We did not regret the tune ^nt at thC' fortj . 
though in confequence ofonrdelay we camefbmc- 
what late to Invemefs, the town which may pro- 
pcrly be called the capital^of tho Highlands. Hi- 
ther the inhabitants of the inland-parts come to be 
Applied with what thsy cannot mskc for them- 
lelvcs : hither the young nymt^s of the mountains 
and valleyv are fent for ediKation, and, asikr.asmy 
•Uervation ha* reached* are not &at in vain. 
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INV E R NESS. 

Invernefs was the laft place which had a regular 
eoinmunication by high roads with the fouthcTn 
counties. All the ways beyond it have, I believe, 
been made by the foldicrs in this century. At In- 
vernefs, therefore, Cromwell, when he fubdued 
Scotland, ftationsd a garrlfon, as at the bouiidarji 
of the Highlands. The folditrs feem 10 have in- 
corpcratcd afterwards with the inhabitants, and to 
have peopled the place with an Unglilh race ; for 
tiic language of this town has been long confidered 
as peculiarly ejegant. 

Here is a caftle, called the caftlc of Macbeth, 
the walls of which are yet ftanding. It was no very 
crpacious edifice, but ftands upon a rock {o high 
and fteep, that I think it was once not acceffible, 
but by the help of ladders, or a bridge. Over 
againft it, on another hill, was a fort tiuilt by 
Cromwell, now totally demoliflied ; for no faiition 
of Scotland loved the name of Cromwel!, or had 
any defire to continue his memory. 

Yet what the Romans did to other nations waa 
in a great degree done by CromweU to the Scots j. 
he civilized them by conqucft, and introduced by 
afeful violence the arts of peace. 1 was told at A- 
bcrdecn that the people learned from Cromwell's 
foldlers to make Ihccs and to plant kaih 
" How they Hved without kail, 16 is not cafy to 
gucft :. 
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gudi : they cultivate hardly any other plant for 
common tables, and when they had not kail tlie^ 
probably had nothing. The numbert that go 
barefoot are AUl fufHcient to fliew tbat {hoes may 
be fpared : They are not yet conlidcred as necct 
faries of life ; for tall boys, not oiherwife meanly 
dreOed, run without them in the (Ireets and in 
the iHands; the fons of gentlemen pafs fevcral p£ 
their firft years with naked feet. . 

I know not whether it be not peculiar to the 
Scots to have attained the liberal, without the ma- 
nuat artS] to have excelled in ornamental know- 
ledgCj and to have wanted not only the elegancies^ 
but the conveniencies of common life. literature 
foon after its revival found its way to Scotland, 
and from the middle of the i6th century, almofl 
to the middle of the 17th, the politer ftudics were 
very diligently purfued. Tiie Latin poetry of Z)e~ 
licin Pattarum Scetorum would have done honour 
to any nation, at Icaft till the publication of May's 
Supplement the Englifli had verv little to eppofe. 
Tet men thus ingenious and inqiiifitive were 
content to live in total ignorance of the trades by 
which human wants are fupplied, and to fupply 
them by the groffcft means. Till the Union made 
them acquainted with Englilh manners, the cul- 
ture of their lands was unlkilful, and their domeft-- 
ic life unformed ; their tables were coarfe -as the 
feafts of Efltimcaujt, ard their houfes filthy as the 
cottages of Hottentots. 

Since.- 
.......Coi.sic . 
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Since ihcy have known that their condition was 
capable of improvement, their progrcfs in ufefiil 
knowledge has been rapid and uniform. What 
remains to be done they will quickly do, and then 
wonder, like me, why that which was Co neceffary 
and lb cafy was fo long debyed. But ibcy muft , 
be for ever content to owe to the EngUfli that ele- 
gance and culture, which, if they had been vigi- 
lant and aaivc, perhaps the EngliOi might have 
ttwed to them. 

Here the appearance of life began to alter. I 
had fecn a few women with plaids at Aberdeen ; 
but at Inverncfs the Highland manners are com- 
mon. There is I think a kirk, in which only the 
Erie language is ufed. There is likewife an En- 
glilh chapel, but meanly built, where on Sunday 
■we faw a very decent congregation. 

"We were now to bid farewell to the luxury of 
travelling, and to enter a country in which perhaps 
no wheel has ever roiled. We could indeed have 
ufed our poft-chaife one day longer, along the mi- 
litary rotid to Fort Augul^us, but we could have 
hired no horfes bcyqnd Invernefs, and we were 
not fo fparing of ourfelvcs as to lead them, merely 
that we mi^t have one day longer the indulgence 
of a carriage. 

At Inveriic&> therefore, we procured three horfra 
for ourfelvcs and a fervant, and one more for oia? 
baggage, which was no very heavy load. We foOnd 
in th« conrfe of our journey the convenience of ha- 
ling 
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ving dilcncumbereJ ourfclves by laying affde 
whatever wc could fjjare ; for tc is not to be imagi^ 
ned without experieace, bow in dimbing crags, 
and treading bogs, and winding through narrow 
and obflrufled pajfages, a little bulk will binder, 
and a litrle weight will burden ; or how often a 
man that has pleafed lumfclf at home with bis own 
rcToIution, will in the hour of darknefs and fa- 
tigue be content to leave behind him every thing 
but himfelf. 

LOUGH-NSS. 

We took two Highlanders to run befide U3> 
partly to ftiew us the way, and partly to take back 
from the ifi^a-iide ibe horles, of which they were 
the owners. One of them was a man of great 
livelineTs and adivity, ofwbom his companion faid, 
that he would tire any horfe in Invemefs. Both 
of them were civil and ready-handed. Civility 
Teems part of the national charafter of Highland- 
ers. Every chieftain is a monarch, and politenefs, 
the natural produft of royal, government, h difiu- 
Jed from the Inrrd through the wbole clan. But 
they are not commonly dextrous; their narrow- 
nefs of life confines them to a few operation^, and 
they are accuftomed to endure little wants more 
than to remove them. 

We mounted our fleeds on the thirteenth of 
Auguft 
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Auguft, and direfted our guides to conduit us to 
Fort Auguftus. It is buiJt at the head of Lou(^5i 
Nefs, oi' which Invernefs fmnds at the outlet. Tl.c 
way between them has been cut by the foldier^, 
■nd the greater part of it 'runs along a rock, le- 
velled with great labour and cxaftnefs, near the 
water-adc. 

Moft of this day's journey was very pleafant. 
The day, though bright, was not hot ; and the ap- 
pearance of the couniry, if I had not fecn the Piiak, 
would have been wholly new. We went upon a 
furface fo hard and level, that wc had little care to 
hold the bridle, and were therefore at full Itifurc 
for contemplation. On the left were high and 
ftccp rocks ftiaded with birch, the hardy native of 
the North, and covered wiih fern or heath. On 
tlie right the limpid waters of Lough Nefs were 
bea'-ing their bank, and waving their furface fJy a 
gentle agitation. Beyond them were rocks fome- 
times covered with verdure, and fomctinies tower- 
ing in horrid nikednefs. Now and then w: efpied 
a little corn-field, which fcrvcd to iniprefs more 
ftronqly the genera! barrennefs. 

Lough Nefs is about twenty-four miles long, 
«nd from one mile to two miles broad. It is re- 
markable that Bocthius, in his defcription of Scot- 
land, gives it twelve miles of breadth. When hif- 
torians or geographers exhibit fahe accounts of pla- 
ces far diftant, th;y may be forgiven, betaufc tiicy 
can tell but wliat they are told j and that tUetr ac- 
D cuuiU* 
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counts exceed the truth may be juftly fuppoled, 
Ixcaufc raoR. men exaggerate to others, if oot to 
therofelves : but BocthJus lived at no great diftancc i 
if he never faw tlie bke, he muft have been very 
incurious, anid if be had teen it, his veracity yielded 
to very flight temptations. 

Lough Ncfs, though not twelve miles broad, is 
a very remarkable diffu£on of water without iflands. 
It fills a large hollow between two ridges of high 
rocks, being fupplied partly by the torrents which 
fall into it on cither fide, and partly, as is fuppofed, 
by Iprings at the bottom. Its water is remarkably 
clear and pleafant, and is imagined by the natives 
to be medicinal. We were told, that it is in fome 
places a hundred and forty fathom deep, a profun- 
dity fcarcely credible, and which probably thofc 
that relate tt have nevef founded. Its BCti are faU 
nion, trout, and pike. 

It was faid at Fort Auguflus, that Lough Nefs 
is open in the haMeft winters, though a lake not 
far from it Is covered with ice. In difcuffing'thefc 
exceptions from the courle of nature, the fir{i 
queilion is, whether the fid be jufUy flated. 
That which is (grange is delightful, and a pleaflng 
error is not willingly dete£led. Accuracy of nar- 
ration is not very common, and there are few fo 
rigidly philofophical, as not to rcprefent as perpe- , 
tual, what is only frequent, or as conftant, what is 
really cafual. If it be true Ihat Lough Ncfs never 
freezes, it is either iheltered by its high banks 
from 
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tiom the cold Wafts, and expofcd only to thofc 
winds which have more power to agitate than con- 
gcal ; or it is kept in perpetual motion by the 
rulh of ftreams from the rocks that inclofe it. 
Its profundity, though it ftould be fiich as is repre- 
fenteJ, can have little part in this cxcmpticn ; for 
though deep wells are not 6-ozen, bccaufe their 
water is feduded from the external air, yet where 
a wide furface is expofed to the full influence of a 
freezing atmofphere, I fcnow not why the depth 
fliould keep it open. Natural philofophy is How 
one of the favourite ftudies of the Scottifti nation, 
and Lough Ncfs well defervcs to be diligently ex- 
amined. 

The road on which we travelled, and which was 
itfelf a fource of entertainment, is made along the 
rock, in the direftion of the lough, fometimes by 
breaking off protuberances, and fometimes by cut- 
ting thegreat mafsof ftoneto a confiderable depth. 
The fragments are piled in a loofe wall on either 
fide, with apertures left at very fhort fpaces, to 
give a pafljige to the wintry currents. Part of it is 
• bordered with low trees, from which our guides 
gathered nuts, and would have had the appearance 
of an Engliili lane, except that an Englilh lane is 
almoil always dirty. It has been made with great 
labour, but has.tliis advantage, that it cannot, with- 
out equal labour, be broken up. 

Within pur fight there were goats feeding or 
playing. The mountains have red deer, but they 
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came not wiihin view ; anJ if what is laid of their 
vigilance and fubilety be true, they have fomc 
claim to that palm of wifdom which the eaftcrn 
pbilofopher, whom Alexander inicrrogated, gave 
to thofe heafts which live furthcfl from men. 

Near (he way, by the water fide, we efpied a 
cottage. This was the (irrt Highland hut that I 
had fcen ; and as our bufin!;fs was with life and 
n^anncrs, we iverc willing to vlfit it. To enter a 
habitation without leave, fecms to be not confider- 
e.l here as rudcncftor intrufion. The old laws of 
iiofpltality ftil! give this licence to a /Iranger. 

A lint is conflrufted with loofe ftones, ranged 
fur the moft part with fome tendency to cicculari- 
ty. It muft be placed where the wind cannot aft 
upon it with violence, b:caufe it has no cement j 
and where the water will run cafily away, becaufe 
it has no fioor but the naked ground. The wall,, 
which is commonly about fix feet high, declines. 
from the perpendicular a little inward. Such raf- 
ters as can be procured are then raifed for a roof,. 
ai:d covered with heath, which makes a flrong 
and warm ihatch, kept frnni flying off 1^ ropes. 
of twlfied heath, oi" ivhich tl;c ends, reaching from, 
the centre of the thatch to the top of the wail^, 
are held firm by the wi-j^lit of' a large ftone. No. 
"light is admitted h'jt at the e:i;rar.cc, and through- 
a hole in thetluuh, ^i-Iiich gives vent to the fmoke.. 
This hob is not d;,-. c-dy over the fire, left the rain 
fhouii cxtinguiilj it } and ijis fmoke therefore na- 
turally 
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mrally fins the placcb-'oir it efcapes. Such lithe 
general ftruAure of the houfn in which one of the 
nations of this opulent and powerful ifland has been 
hitherto content to live. Hut* however are not 
more uniform than palaces i and this which we 
were inrpefting was very fer from one of the mean- 
eft, for it was divided into f veral apartments ; and 
its inhabitants poflefled fuch property as a paftoral 
poet might exalt Jnto riches. 

When we entered, vre found an old woman boil- 
ing goats-flelh in a kettle. She fpoke little £ng- 
liih, but we had interpreters at hand ; and Ihe was 
willing enough to difplay her whole fyftem of eco- 
nomy. She has five children, of which none are 
yet gone from her. T cldeft, a boy of thirteen, 
and her hufband, who is eighty years old, were at 
work in the wood. Her two next fons were gone 
to Invernefs to buy meal, by which oatmeal is al- 
ways meant. Meal Ihe confidered as expenfive 
food, and told us, that in Spring when the goats 
gave milk, the children could live without it. She 
Is miftrefs of fixty goats, and I fjw many . kids in 
an enciofure at the end of her houfe. She had al- 
fo fomc poultry. By the lake we faw a potatoe- 
garden, and a fmall fpot of ground on which ftood 
four ftucks, containing each twelve fheavcs of bar- 
ley. She has all this from the lahour of their own 
hands, and for what is necdTary to be bought, her 
tids and her chickens are fent to market. 

With the true paftoral .hofpitality, flic aflccd us 
D 3 t* 
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to fit Jo*n and drink; whifkf. She is religious^ 
and though the kirk is four miles off, probably, 
eight Etrglilli mile*, flie goesthirfier every Sundaj-. 
We gave her a IhiUing^.^nd (lie- btgged fnuff;. 
for fnuff is the luxury of a Highland cottage. 

Soon afterwards wicamc to the General's Hut^ 
fo called becaufe; it vn% the temporary abode of 
Wade white he liiperiutended the works upon the 
road. It is now a houfe of entertainment for paf- 
fengers, and we fotmd it not ill-ftocked with pro-- 
vifions... 

F^LL OF FIERS.. 

Towards evening we croffeJ, hy a bridge,^ Ihc 
riverwliieh makes the celebrated fallof Flers. The 
country at the;bri"dge flrikes the imagination with 
nil the gloom and grandeur of Sibcrbn foVitude. 
The way makes a Jlexure, andthe.mountains, co- 
vered with trees, rife at once on the left hand and 
in the front. We delired our guides to Ihew us 
the fall, and difniounting clambered over yery rugr 
ged craggs, till. I began to wifh that our curiofity 
might have been gratified with Icfs trouble and 
danger. We came at laft to a place where wc 
roiUd overlook tlve river, and faw a channel torn, 
rs it feems, throrg!i black plies of ftone, by which 
t'le flream is obftri-.ifted and broken, till it comes 
to a very ftcep defcent, of fuch dreadful depth, 
that we wer; nafjra'.ly inclined to turn aCde our 
fyes. But 
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But wcvlfit^d the place at an unfcafonable timci 
anil found it divellcd of its dignity and terror. 
Nature irevcr grTcs every thing at onc(r. A long 
continuance of dry weather, which mado the reft 
of the Tray eafy and dclightfViI, deprived us of the 
pleafurc expeflcd from the fall of Ficrj. The ri- 
ver having now no water but what the fpringi 
fupplT,-fliowed us oni^ a fwift current, clear and 
fliallow, fretting over the afperitics of the rocky 
bottom, and we were left to exercife our thoughts, 
by endeavouring to conceive the eSl'ft of a tliou- 
fand ftreams poured from the monntains into one 
chanf.el, ftruggling for exprinfibn in a narrow pif- 
6ge, e^tafpcratcd by rocks riling in their way, and- 
at lad dlfcharging bH their violence of waters by a 
fudden fall through tlie horrid chafm. 

Tiie way now grew lefs cafy, dcfcending by an 
uneven declivity, but without either dirt or danger. 
V/e did not arrive at I'ort Augiilhis till it was 
late. Mr Bofwcii; who,bc',iveen his father's me- 
rit, and his own, is fure of reception wherever lie 
comes, fent a fcrvant before (o beg admiflion and 
entertainment for that nig'.it. Mr Trapaud, the 
governor, treated us witli that courrefy which is fo 
dofely conncfted witlvthemilitary character. He 
came out to meet us beyond the gates, and apolo- 
gized' that, at fo lite an hour, the rules of a garri- 
fbn fuficred liirj to give us- entrance only at tlie 
poUem.. 

fORT 
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In the momiDg wc viewed the fort, which is 
much lefs than that of St George, and is fakl to 
be commanded by the neighbouring bilb. It wa* 
not long ago taken by the Highlanders. Bat it^ 
iituaciDD leemc well chofen for pleafure, if not for 
ftrengtb ; it ftands at the head of the lake, and, 
by a {loop of llxty tons, is fupplicd from Invemefs 
with great conveaience. 

We were now to crofi the Highlands towards 
th« wefiem coall, and to content ourfelvci with 
fuch accommodatioas, as a way fo little ^qtiMt- 
ed could aSbrd. The journey was not fbrmidaUe, 
for it was but of two days, very unequally divided, 
becaule the only houfe, where we could be enter- 
tained was not Ajrther off than a third of the vray. 
We foon came to a high hill, which wc mounted 
by a military road, cut in traverfes, fo that as we 
went upon a Mgher ftage, we faw the baggage fol- 
lowing us below in a contrary direftion. To make 
this way, the rock has been hewn to a level vrith 
labour that might have broken the pcrfeverance 
of a Roman legion. 

The country is totally denuded of its wood, but 
the (lumps both of oaks and firs, wbJch are flill 
found, fhen that it has been once a foreft of large 
timber. I do not remember thai w( faw any ani- 
mals. 
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mals, but we were told that, in the mountains, 
there arc flags, roebuck=, goats, and rabbits. 

Wc did not perceive that this tracl was poffefled 
by human beings, except that once we faw a com 
field, in which a lady was walking with fome gen- 
tlemen. Their houfe was certainly at no great 
diftance, but fo fituated that wc could not defcry it.- 

Pafling on through ihe drcarinefs of folitude, we 
found a party of foldicrs from the fort, working 
on the road, under the Aiperictendence of a Icr- 
jeant. We told them how kindly we had been 
treated at the garriibn, and as we were enjoying 
the benefit of their labours, begged leave to Qiew 
our gratitude by a fmall prefent. 

^NOCH. 

Early in the afternoon we came to Aooch, a vil- 
lage in Glen-morrifon of three huts, one of wliich 
is diftinguiihed by a chimney. Here we were to 
dine and lodge, and were conducted through the. 
firft room, that had the chimney, into another 
lighted by a fmall glafs window. The landlord at- 
tended us with great civility, and told us what, he 
could give us to eat and drink. I found fome 
books on a flielf, among wliich were a volume or 
more of Pridcaux's Connexion. 

This I mentioned as fomething unexpcclcd, and 

perceived that I did not pleafe hini. I praifcdthc, 

propriety of his langu^ige, and was anfwcrcd that I 

need. 
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need not wonder, for he had learned it by giaminar. 

By rablequcDt opportunities of obfervation I 
found that my hoft's di£Hon had nothing peculiar. 
Thofe Highlanders that can fpeak Englilh, com- 
monly fpcat it well, mth fev of the words, and 
little of the tone by which a Scotchman is diftin- 
guifhed. Their language fcems to have been learn- 
ed in the army or the navy, or by fomc communi- 
cation with thofc who <A3uld give them good ex- 
atnples of atcent and pronunciation. . By their 
Lowland neighboars they would not willingly be 
taught ; for they have long confidered them as a 
■Bean and degenerate race. Theic prejudices are 
wearing faft away i but fo much of them Aill re- 
mains, that when J alked a very learned miniftcr 
jn the iflands, which they conlidered as their moft 
favage clans ? " Thofe, fald he, that live next the 
" Iiowlands." 

As we came hither early in the day, we had time 
fWfficicnt to fun-ey the place. The houfe was 
built like other huts, of loofe ftoncs, but the part 
U) which wc dined and flept was lined with turf 
and wattled with twig;, which kept the earth irom 
filing. TIear it was a garden of turnips and a 
field of potatoes. It Hands in a glen, or valley, 
pleafantly watered by a winding river. But this 
country, however it may delight the gazer or a- 
muic the naturatift, is of no great advantage to its 
owners. Our landlord told us of a gentleman, 
wh» 
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who pofleJKs lands, eighteen Scotch miles in length 
and three in breadth | a fpace containing at leail 
a hundred fquare Engliih miles. He has railed bis 
rents, to the danger of dep^mlating his farms, and 
he fells his timber, and by exerting every art of 
angntentation, has obtained a yearly revenue of 
four hundred pounds, which for a hundred fquare 
miles is three half-pence an acre. 

Some time after dinner we were furprifed by 
the entrance of a young woman, not inelegant 
either in mien or drefs, who alked us whether we 
would have tea. We found that fhe was the- 
daughter of our hofl, and defired her to make 
it. Her convcifation, like her appearance, was 
gentle and plealing. We knew that the girls 
of the Highlands are all gentlewomen, and treat- 
ed her with great refpeft, which fhe received 
as cuftomary and due, and was neither elated by it, 
nor confufed, but repaid by civilities without em- 
barralTment, and told me how much I honoured 
her country by coining to furvcy it. 

She had been at Invemefs to gain the common 
female qualifications, and had, like her father, the 
Engliih pronunciation. I prefentcd her with a 
book, which -I happened to have about me, and 
fliould not be pleafed to think that Ihe forgets me. 

In the evening the foldiers, whom we had p,-.A 
fed on the road, came to fpend at our ion the liitle 
money that we had given them. They had the true 
military impatience of coin in their pockets, and 
had marched at leaA fix miles to £nd the ftrfl place 
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where liquor coutd be bought. Having never been 
before in a place fo wild and- unfrequented, 1 was 
glad of their arrival, becaufe I knew that we had 
made them Iriends, and to gain llill more of their 
good will, w,; went to them, where they were ca- 
roufliig in the barn, and added fomething to our 
former gift. Ail that we gave was not much, but 
it detained them in tlic barn, either merry or quar- 
relling, the nh&le night, and in the morning they 
went back to their work, with great indignation at 
the had qualities of wliitky. 

We had gained fo much the favour of our hoft, 
tiial, when we left his houfc in the morning, he 
walked by us a great way, atid entertained us with 
converfation both on his own condition, and that 
of the country. His life feemed to be merely paf- 
toral, except tlut he dillcred from fomc of the an- 
cient Nomades in iiaving a ftllied divelling. His 
wealth confilis of one hundred flicep, as many 
goats, twelve milk-cows, a:id twenty-eiglit bcev.^ 
ready for tl.e drover. 

From him we firrt heard of the general diiTatrs- 
faftion, which is now driving the Hialil,ind>:rs into 
the other hcmifplicre i"and when I aJhed him whe- 
ther they would (lay at home, if tlwy were well 
treated, he anfwered with indignation, that no man 
w'liingly left his n:itive country. Of ihe farm, 
wliich he himfclf occupied, the rent had, in twen- 
ty-five years, been advanced from five to twenty, 
pounds, which he found himfelf fo liitk able to 

— , p^yt 
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pay, that he would be glad to try his fortune in 
fome other place. Tet he owued the realbnable- 
ne.Cs of raiilng the HighUnd rents in a certain de- 
gree, aad declared himfelf willing to pay ten 
pounds for the ground which he had formerly had 
for five. 

Our hoft having amufcd us for a time, rcGgncd 
us to our guilts. The journey of this day was 
long, not that the di^ance was great, but that the 
way was difficult. We were now in the bofom of the 
Highlands, with full leifure to contemplate the ap- 
pearance and properties of mountainous regions, 
fuch as have been, in many countries, the lalt lliel- 
Ter of national diftrcfs, and are every where the 
fcenes of adventures, ftratagems, furprifcs, and 
efcapcs. 

Mountainous countries arc not paffed but with 
difficulty, not merely fromthe labour of climbing; 
for to cUmb is not always neceflary : but becaufe 
that which is not mountain is commonly bog, 
through whicfc the way muft be picked with cau- 
tion. Where there arc hills, there is much rain, 
and the torrents, pouring down into the intermr- 
-diate fpaccf, fcldom find (6 ready an outlet, as not 
to ftagnate, till they l}avc broken the texture of 
the ground. 

Of the hills, which our journey o^red to the 

■view oneither fide, we did not take the height, 

T\oT did we fee any that ailoniflicd us with their 

loftinefs. Towards the fummit of one, there was 

E a 
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a white fpot, which I Ihould have called a naked 
rock, but the guides, who had better eyes, and 
were acquainted with the phenomena of the coun- 
try, declared it to be fnow. It had already lafted 
to the end of AuguCV, and was likely to maintain 
its conteft with the fun till it Ihould be reinforced 
by winter. 

The height of mountains philofophically confl- 
dered is properly computed from the furface of the 
next fea i hut as it afflifts the eye or imagination of 
the pafienger, as ic makes either a fpeflacle or an 
obftruflion, it muft be reckoned from ihe pl«ce 
where the rife begins to make a confiderable angle. 
with the plain. In extenfive continents the land 
may, by gradual elevation, attain great heigtb, 
without any other appearance than that of a plane 
gently inclined, and if a hill placed upon fuch raid- 
ed ground be deferibed, as havings Its altitude equal 
to the whole fpacc above the fea, the reprefenta- 
tion will be fallacious. 

Thefe mountains may be properly enough mca- 
" fiired from the inland bate ; for it is not mcich a- 
bove the fea. As we advanced at evening towards 
. ihe weftcrn coaft, I did not obferve the declivity to 
be greater than is hecefTiry for the difcharge of the 
inland waters. 

We paiTed many rivers ar.d rivulets, which com- 
monly ran with a clear ftiallow dream over,a hard 
pebbly bottom. Thefe channel', which feem fo 
much wider than the water that they convey 
would 
i,.„rMi-. C.ooylc 
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\TOu!d naturally require, arc formed by the vio- 
lence of wintry floods, [iroduced by tbe accumula- 
tion o£ innumerable dreams that fjl in rajny wea- 
ther from the hills, and burfting awjy with refift- 
lefs impetuofity, make themfetvcs a paffigc pro- 
portionate lo tlieir mafs. 

Such capricious and temporary waters cannot 
be cxpefted to produce many fifli. The rapidity 
of the wintry deluge fweeps them away, and the 
fcantinefs of the fummer ftream would hardly {uf- 
tain them above the ground. This is the reafon 
why in fording the northern rivers, no fifhes are 
fecn, as in England, wandering in the water. 

Of the hills many may be calkd withHomer's Ida 
abundant injjirtiigi, but few can deierve^ the cpi- 
. thet which he beftows upon Pelion by tuaving their 
leavn. They exhibit very little variety ; being al- 
mofl wholly covered with dark heath, and even 
that feems to be checkedin its growth. What is not 
heath is nakednefs, a little diverfiHed by now and 
thtn a ftream ruiliJng down the fleep. An eye 
accuftomed to flowery paftures and waving har- 
vefls is aftonillicd and reiKlled by thit wide ex- 
tent of hopelcfs fterility. The appearance is that 
of matter incapable of form or ufcfulnefs, dif.nif^ 
fed by nature from hef care, and djfinhctited of 
her favours, left in its original elemental ftate, or 
quickened only with one fuUen power of ulelefs 
veget.^tion. 

, It will very reaJily occur, that this uniformity 
Ez of 
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of barrennefs can afibrd very little amufement to the 
traveller ; that it is eafy to lit at home and con- 
ceive rocks, and heatli, and waterfiills ; and that 
thefe journeys arc ufclefa labours, which neither 
impregnate the imagination, nor enlarge the under- 
Handing. It is true, that of far the greater part 
of things, we muft content ourfelvea with fuch 
tnowledge as defcrlpiion may. exhibit, or analogy 
fupply i but, it is true likewife, that thefe Ideas are 
always incomplete, and that at lend, till we have 
compared them with realities, we do not know- 
them to be juft. As we fee more, we become pof- 
fefled of more certainties, and confequently gain 
more principles ofr^'afoning, and found a wider ba- 
Gs of analogy. 

Regions mountalnouB and wild, thinly inhabit- 
ed, and little cultivated, make a great part of the 
eanh, and he that has never feen them, mufl live 
imacqiiainted with much of the face of nature) and 
wifh one of the great fecncs of human exiftence. 

As the day advanced towards noon, we entered 
a narrow valky, not very flowery, but Jufficicntly 
. veniant. Our guides told us, that the horfes could 
not travel all day without reft or meat, and en- 
treated us to ftop here, becaufc no grafs could be 
found in zzty other place. The requeft was rea- 
fonablc, and the argument cogent. We therefore 
willingly difraounted and diverted ourielves as the. 
jilace gave us opportunity. 

I fat dowQ on a bant, fach as a writer of Ro- 
mance 
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mance might have delighted to fsign. I had in- 
deed no trees to whifper over my head, bat a clear 
rivuli^t ftreamed at my feet. The day was calm,, 
^c aJr ibft, and all was rudeoefs, lilence, and foli- 
tudc. BcfoFa me, and on either fide, were highhills». 
whichi by hindering the eye from ranging, forced 
the mind to find' emertiinmcnt for itfclf.- Whe- 
ther I fpci.t the hour weii I know not ;. for here E 
firft conceived the.ihought of this narration. 

We were in this place at eafe, and by choice,- 
and had. ao evils to. fiiSiir or tofeac ; yet the ima- 
ginations excited by the view of an unknown and 
untrdvellcd wildemefs are not fuch as arife in the: 
artificial folitude of parks and gtirdens, a flattering 
notion, of. felf-fuf&ciency,. a placid indulgence of 
voluntary delitlions, a fecure expanfion of the fan- 
cy,. ur a cool concentTittion of the mental powers.- 
The phantoms. wJ4chhauDt. a deferc-are want, and 
miftry, and danger ; the evils of dereli£Hon rufli 
upon the ihougbts^ man- is made unwillingly bc— 
qua iated with his. own weaknefs,. and meditation 
fliews him. only how little he can furtain,, anti- 
how little lie can perform. There were no tracer 
of inhabit ants,, except,, perhaps, .a rude pile of clods 
called a fummer hut,, in wliich a herdfrnaii had 
neftcd in the. favourable fesfc«i3. Whoever had.' 
been in the place where I then fat, luiprOvided-. 
.irith.provl6ons and ignorant of the country, might,, 
ai lead before the roads were made, have wander^- 
ed among the rocks till he had periHied with 
E. J, hardJhigi. 
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hardfhip, before he could havtf found chhcr food or 
iheltcr. Yet what are thefe hillocks to the ridges 
of Taurus, or thefe fjiots of wildnefs to [he defaits 
of America f 

It was not long before wc were inyitcd to mount,. 
and continued our journey along the Cdc of a 
lough, kept full by many Hreams, which with morc- 
or left rapidity and noUc crofled the road from the 
hills on the other hand. Thefe currents, in their 
d:inim(hed ftate, after fevcral dry months, aSbrd,.. 
to one <i^ has always lived in level countries, an 
unufual and delightfut fpeftacle j but, in the rainy 
feafon, futh as every winter may be expcflcd to 
bring, muft precipitate an impetuous and tremens 
dous flood. I fuppofc the way by which we went,, 
is at that time impaflable.. 

GLENSBEALS^ 

The lough at lad ended in a river broad'aad; 
fliallow Kite the reft, but that it may be paffed- 
when it is deeper, there is a bridge over it. Bc~ 
yond it is a valley called Ghn/beah,- inhabited by 
the clan of Macrae. Here we found a village call- 
ed AtAnaJhealsy confifting of many huts, perhaps. 
twenty, built all of dry ftone, that is, ftoncs piled, 
up without mortar. 

We had, by the direftion of the officers at Fort 
Augullus, taken bread for ourfelves, and tobacco 
for thofe Highlanders who might fliow us any 
kindnels^ 
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kindaefs. We were now at a place where we could 
obtain milk, but mud liavc wanted bread if we 
had not brought it. The people of this valley 
did not appear to know any Englifli, and out gaides. 
now became doubly neceffary as interpreters. A 
woman, whofc but was diftlnguifticd by greater 
Ipacioufneft and better architcftijrc, bronght out 
fome pails of milk. The villagers g^itbered about 
us in confidenble numbers,. I believe without any, 
evil intention, but with a very favage wildnefs of 
afpeft and manner. When our meal was ovier,, 
Mr Bofwell flif ed the bread, and divided it anwngft 
them, as he fuppofed them never to have tailed a 
wbeatcn loaf before. He then gave them little 
pieces of twifled tobacco, and among the children- 
we diilribiitcd a fmall hand^ of halfpence, which 
they received with p-eat eagernefs. Yet 1 have 
been fince told tliat the people of that valley arc 
not indigent ; and when we mentioned tltem after- 
wards as needy and pitiable, a Highland lady lei 
us know, that wc might fpare our commiferation ; 
for the dame whofe milt we drank had probabty. 
more than a. dozen milk- cows. She fcemed un- 
willing to take any price, but being prcffed to make 
a demand, atlaft named a JhiUing. Honerty is 
not greater where elegance is lefs. One of theby- 
ftanders, as we were told afterwards, advifcd her 
to alt more, bat flic faid a ibiUing was enough- 
We gave her half a crovm, and I hope got fonie 
credit by our behaviour ; for the company faid< 

u.g.rzpar, Google 
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if our interpreters did not flatter us, that they had 
not feen fucb a day fincc the old laird of A'lac- 
l£od pafled through their country.. 

The Macraes, as wc heard afterwards in the He— 
brides^ were originally an indigent and fubordinate^ 
clan, and having no farms nor ftock,. were ia 
great numbers ftrvants lo the Maclellans,. who, in- 
the war of Charles the Mrrt, took arms at the call 
of the heroic Mootrofe, and were, in one of his 
battle* almofl all defiroycd. The women thai were 
left at home, being thus deprived of their huf- 
bands,. tike the Scythian ladies of old, married 
their fervauts,, and the Macraes became a conCder*- 
able race. 

THE HICHLJNDS. 

As vc continued our journey, we were at leifure- 
t» extend our fpcculations,. and to inveftigate tbo- 
Ecafon of thofe peculiarities, by which fuch rug^ 
ged regions as thefe before us are generally diAin^ 
guilhed. 

.Mountainous countries commonly contain thp 
original, at leall theoldeft race of inhabitants, for 
they XK not eafily conquered, becaufe they myft 
be entered by narrow ways, expofcd. to every 
gower of mifchief from thofe that occupy the 
heights ; and every new ridge is a new forttels, 
where the defendants have again the fame advanta- 
gcs.. If the afToilants d;hcr force the fbaii, nc 
Sssaxa.. 



WESTERii ISLANDS, &C. 57 

ftorm the fummit, they gain only fb much ground^ 
their enemies are fled to take pofleffion of the 
next rock, and the purTuers ftand at gaze, know- 
ing neither where the ways of efcapc wind among 
the fteeps, n<M- where the bog has firmnefs to fufc 
tain them: beiidcs that, mountaincershaTean agility 
in climbing and defcending, diftin^l from ftrength 
or courage, and attainable only by ufe. 

If the war be not foon concluded, the inifaders 
are diflodged by hunger ; for in thofc anxious and 
(oilfome marches, provifions cannot caiily be car- 
ried, and are never to bs found. The wealth of 
mountains is cattle, which, white the men ftand in- 
tlie p^iiTcF, the women drive away. Such lands 
at lall cannot repay the expence or conquefV, and 
therefore, perhaps have not been fo often invaded 
by. the mere ambition of dominion ; as by refent- 
ment of robberies and infults, or the defire of en- 
joying in fecurity the more fruitful provinces. 

As mountains are long before they are conquer- 
ed, they arc litewife long before they are civilized- 
Men are fofiened by intercourfe mutually profita- 
ble, and inftrufted by comparing their own notion* 
with thofe of others. Thus Cxfar found the ma- 
ritime parts of Britain made lefs barbarous by their 
commerce with the Gauis. Into a barren and 
. rough trafl no (iranger is brought either by the hope 
of gain or of pleafurp. The inhabitants having 
neither commodities for fale nor money for pur- 
chafc. 
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dufe, feldom yifit more polilbed places, or if thcf 

do viHt tiicm, feldom return. 

It fometimcs. happens that by conqueft, inter- 
mixture, or gradual refinemeot, the cultivated 
parts of a country change their language. The 
Hiountalneers thea become a diftin^ nation, cut 
off by dlffimtlilude of fpeech from coQverfatioa' 
with their neighbours. Thus in Bifcay, the ori- 
ginal Cantabrian, and in Dakcarlla, the old Swe- 
difli ftill fubfifts. Thus Wales and the Highlands 
ipeak the tongue of the firfl inhabitants of Britain,. 
while the other parts have received firll the Sax- 
on, and in fome degree afterwards the French^ 
and then formed a tliird language betweeti them. 

Thy the primitive manners are continued 
where the primitive language is fpoken, no nation 
will defire me to fuppofe, for the manners of moun- 
taineers are commonly favage, but they are rather 
produced by their Ctuaiion than derived from 
their anceftors. 

Such fcems to be the dirpofitlon of man, 
that whatever makes a diAin^Ion produces rival- 
ry, England, before other caufe^ of enmity were 
found, was difturbed for fome centuries by the 
contefls of the northern and fouthern counties j 
fo that at Oxford, the peace -of. fludy could for a 
long time be preferved only by chuGng annually 
one of the Proftors from each fide of the Trent. 
A tTA^t inierfefled by many ridges of mountains, 
Sdt'jrally divides its ii^biiants into petty nations, 
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wTiich are made hy alhoufand cjufes enemies to each 
other. Each will exalt its own chiefs, each will boaft 
the valour of its men, or the beauty of its women,, 
and every claim of fupcriority irritates competi- 
tion ; injuries will fometimes be done, and bs 
more injurioufly defended -, retaliation will fome- 
times be attempted, and the debt exacted with too 
much intcreft. 

In the Highlands it was a law, that if a robber 
■was (heltered from juftice, any man of the fame 
clan might be taken in bis place. This was a kind 
of irregular juftice, which, though neceflary in la- 
vage times, could hardly &il to end in a feud, and 

- a feud once kindled among an idle people with no 
variety of purfuits to divert their thoughts, burnt 
OR for ages, cither fuUenly glowing in fecrct mif- 
chief, or openly blazing into public violence. Of 
the cfiedh of this violent judicatnre, there are not 
wanting memorials. The Cave is now to be feen 
to which one of the Campbells, who h^d injured 
the Macdonalds, retired with a body of his ovrn 
clan. The Macdonalds required the o^nder, 
and, being refiifed, made a fire at the mouth of the 
cave, by which he and his adherents were fu3'oca- 

- ted together. 

Mountaineers arc warlike, becaufc by their feuds 
an4 competitions they confider themfclvcs as fur- 
rounded with enemies, and are always prepared to 
repel incuifions, or to make them. Like the 
Creeks in their unpoliihed ftate, defcribed by Thu- 
cyilides. 
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cydiJes, tlie Highlanders, till lately, went alwsy^ 
armed, and carried their weapons to viiiu, and to 
. church. 

Mountaineers are 'thieviifa, becaufe they are 
■poor, and having neither manufa^res nor com- 
merce, can grow richer only by robbery. They 
regularly phmder their neighbours, for their neigh- 
bours are commonly their enemies; Mid having 
loft that reference for property, by which the or- 
der of civil life is prefcrved, fotm confidcr all as 
enemies, whom they do not reckon as iriends, 
and think ihemfeWes licenfed to invade whatevw 
they are not obliged to proteft. 

By a ftrift adminiftration of the laws, Gncc the 
laws have been introduced into the Highlandi, 
this difpolition to thievery is very much rcpreft. 
Thirty years ago no herd bad ever been condufted 
through the mountains, without paying tribute ih 
the night, to fome of the c'ans ; bvt cattle are now 
driven, and palTengers travel without danger, fear, 
or moleftation. 

Among a warlike people, the quality of bigheft 
cfleem is pcrfonal courage, ^and with the oftenta- 
tious di^lay of courage are clofely connected 
promptitude of offence and quicknefs of refent- 
ment. The Highlanders, before they were difarm- 
ed, were fo addiftcd to quarrels, that the boys ufcd 
to follow any public Jproceflion or ceremony, how- 
ever feftive or however fokmn, in expeflation of 
the battle, which was fure to happtn before the 
company difperfcd. .'■>>' f-:-; . 

n ^"^i-^i Moup- 
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IVIoontainoui TCgions are fianetfanea lb remote 
trom the iext of government, aoJ fb difSmk of ac- 
vtfsy that xhey tie vaj Ihtlc under the inflaeacfe 
of the fovaeigo, er witbla the reach of nttional 
juftice. Lav is nochiag without power i and the 
fsntence of a ilift.int court could not be ciUly exe- 
cuted, nor perhaps very fafely promulgated, amotig 
men ignorantly protid and hatritBally violent, un- 
connected with the general fyftem, and aceaftoaied 
to reverence only their own lordj. it has, there- 
fore, been nccefiury to ereCt many particular jo- 
rifdiCUons, and commit the punilhment sf crimes, 
and the deciiion of right, to the proprietors of the 
country who could enforce their own decrees. It 
inimediatcly appears that fuch judges will be oftea 
ignorant, and often partial 4 but in the immaturity 
of political eflabtilhmeat* no better expedient 
could be found. As government advances towards 
perfe^on, provincial judiciture t> perhaps in every 
■empire gradaaity abtSilhcH. 

Thofc wDo bad thus the difpentation of law, 
were by confbqveocc thcmfelves lawl^*. Their vafr 
Jfids had no fiiclier £romourragcs and fippreffions t 
but were condanncdto oodure, withbut reiiftaaGei 
the caprices of wuitonnels, and the rage of cmehy. 
In the Highlands, fome great iords had aiiiie> 
Teditary jurifdii^itm over counties ; and runefhicf* 
-tains over tbeir own iands^ tiil the fin^ conoueft 
■of the Highlands ate>rdcd an opporlmiij of cmflt. 
4ng uU the ki' J c ur:s, and of tntcsding the ge- 
f ncral 
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a«rsU bcndita of equal law to the- lov and tlie 

kigh, in the dccpcft recc0cs and obfcureft corners. 

While the chic& had this refemblanee of rojral- 
tfi they lud little incUoation to appeal, on anji 
quciffion, to fngerJor jadkatures. A claim of lands 
between two powerful lairds was decided likeacon- 
teft for domi^on between fcnrcrcign powers. They 
drew u^lbcir.fofces. into the field, and right at- 
tended on the fh-ongeft. This was, in ruder times, 
the common praj^ce, which the kings of Scotland 
'COuld.'feldom'controul. 

£,vea & lately as in the laft years of King WiU 
Itam, a butle was fought at Mull Koy, on a plain » 
few miles to the fouih tif Invernefs, between the 
dans of Mackintolh and Macdonald of KeppoclK 
Colonel Micdonald, the. head of a fmaH <;lan, refu> 
fed to pay the dues demanded from hion by Mac- 
kintofli, as his fuperior lord. They difdiiiied the 
intcrpofition of judges and laws, wtd calUog each 
his followers to maintain the dignity of the cUn, 
fought a formal battlej in which fcTcral conlidera- 
Me. men fell on the fide of Mackmtofli, without a 
complete Tiftory to eitiier. This fe fald to have 
■\ipea the Jaft open war made between the ctans by 
their own authority. ' 

• The Highland lords made treaties, and formed 
alfiahccs; of which Ibme traces may ftill be found, 
and fome conlequenccs ftill remain as lafling evi- 
dences of petty regality. The terms of one of 
ihcfc confederacies wcie, that each fbould fupport 
the 
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t]ie otlicr in the right, or in the wrtmg, except a- 
gainll the ting. 

The inbab.tams of mountains form difllnft 
I3ce5,.3nd arecarcftil to prefervc their gcne^lug'es- 
Men in a fmall diftrift neceflaril/ mingle bleed by 
inter .narringes, and cambiae ax. laft into, one fami- 
ly, with a common intereft in the honour and dif- 
grace of every individual. Then begiiis thai uni- 
on of affeflions, and. co-opsi-ation of endeavoi'.rs, 
that confticute a clan. They who confiJ^r thcirt- 
tlves as ennobled by their fnmily, will thiulc h:^'.!- 
ly of their progenitors, and they who lltroifgh fuc- 
ceCivc generations li»e always together in the fame 
placE, will preferve local ftorJcs and hereditary pre- 
judices. Thus every HigMandcr can talk of his 
anccilorsi and" rcco'.int the outrages which they 
faS^reA from th^ wiclccd. inhabitants of the next 

Such ai-e the e2i;fts of habitation among moun- 
tains, and fuch were thequalities of the Highland- 
ers, while thrir rotks (ccluded them from the refl 
of mankind, and kept them an unaltered and dif- 
criniiniled lacc. They arc now lofing thca- diftinc- 
lion, and halieuing to. mingle with the general, 
community. 

GLENEl.G. 

Wc left Aufcnafiieals and the K^.cracs in the af- 
I, un.i i.i the evening cajlc to. autilcen, a 
1 s. kiSli 

.......Coi.slc - 
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high bin on which a road is cut, but fo fteep aatd 
Barrow, that « is very difficult. There is now a 
defign of making aoMher wsy round the bottom^ 
Upon on* of the precipices, my horfc, weary witli 
the ftecpucfs of the rife, ftaggeted a, little, and 1 
called in }iaftc to the Highlander to. hold him^ 
This was the only moment of my jouwiey, in which 
I tloiTght myfelf endangered. 

Having fiiranoHnted the bill at UfV, we were told 
that at Glenelg, on ^e fea-lide, we fliould come 
to a houfe of lime, and Oate, aiid gtafs. This 
image of magnificgnee ratfed our c:[|)e<^tion. Ax, 
kift we came to- our ina weary andpeevifli, and 
began lo inquire fer meat and beds. 

OftbcprovificHJthcnegatJvecatalogucwasseryco^ 
pious. Hereiva^Bomcat, no milk,nobread,noeggs,. 
no wine. We did r.ot exprefs much fatisfaflion. 
Here, however, we were to ftay. 'Whlflcy w* 
might have, and I believe, at laft, they caught a 
fov/l and kiUed it. We had fomc bread, and with 
that we prepared c-urf'elvts to be contented, when 
wc had a very eminent proof of Highland hofpita- 
liJy. Along foroe miles of ll;e way, in ihe eve- 
ning, jgeniUmaB'sfcrfiirithad kept us ccmpanyon 
foot TJth vtry linle notice en our parr. He left «» 
n:ar Glcr.elg, and wc thought en him no more 
till he came to iis ngabi, ia about- two hours, witiv, 
a preftnt from his ir.after of ruoi and fugar.. The 
n an had menticned his company, and ihe geftlle- 
Hian, ivhtfi: came, 1 ihipk, is Gotiioo, we|l. tnenr* 
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ing tlie ]x:!niry of *hc place, had this attention to 
two men, \»iiofe names, psrhaps, he had not heart), 
by fthom his k'.ndn'jfi tfK not lifccly to be ever re- 
paid, and. who could be recommended to him only 
by their neccffitiea.. 

We were. new to examine our lodging, Ootof 
ene of the bedsj 00 vrtiieh we were t« rcpofe, (lait; 
ed wpj. at oar entrance, a man black. U a 0)-£tlip9 
from ^e forg^^ Other tirciimSanDCs of no cie» 
gsnt rotital concurred to difguft us. We had beat 
fi-ighted hy a lady, at Edinbi^gh, with dircnuTa*- 
gitig reprefentations of Highland lodgings^ Slo*p>, 
iow^wer, was neceilai^. Otir flighlandershad'at. 
laft found (bme hay,with which the inn cofltdsot 
fiippfy them. 1 difriled them tttbflhg abaiiMIe 
into the room, and ■ Jfcpt uporr it in icy riding 
coat. Mr Bofwell being more driicaM, laid' hirni 
fclf tn^lleets■witkhay over ahdoHderhim, Bifitlk^ 
like a gentlfenaA.. ■ ■■ ; 

ni'thc'fln.Mping,. Septemt»r the tw^entieth, .WC 
^H»d ot»rt!KeStAii che edge ot (he fca^ Ibving 
' procured a. boai, we difaai^d ovt Uighknders^ 
\rhom 1 would recommend to the fervice of any 
iatare travellers, -afid were feriied over to the Ifle 
•f Sky. "We landed, at, Armidcl, wbcrc we wci*' 
AteC oa tbe fwds by. SAc Akxaodcr SifcicdoDald, 
; - S^3f . '•*"» 

l,.„rMI-. C.OOylc 
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who was at that time there with his lady, preparing- 
to leave the ifland and rclide-at Edinburgh. 
. Armidrf ia a. nc. thoufer^ huilt whtre the Mx- 
Donalds had once a Icat, which was burnt in the 
commoifOBs that followed the ReTtdutian^ Tb< 
walled oi<char<^ which bclongod to ih« fivmer- 
honre, Mlrenains. It is wdl (haded b{ tall aQi 
trecsi of X ipeeiest m- M* ^ses th« foffitifb iofbrmv 
cd nie>. uncommonly valttablri This planiatioa it, 
Tcry properly mentioned by^ Dr CampbelH in hia. 
•ew accouiK of ths ftate <^ firitain, ukI de&rvea. 
MteoiiorLt' t>ec3uf« it pro^s that tnv prcftnt n»>- 
kedqcf^ of the Hettaklcft is aot wholly, the fault of: 
Natiirer 

As we & at'Sjr Alexander^ taU^ we were en-- 
lenainedh according to Ae ancient ufage of the-^ 
Norths with the melody of- the bagfupe^ Every- 
thing in thofe <»Dntric» has it*. hiftoE^. Asthei 
bagpiper- was pSayiDg, an elderly geiitleinaD in-s 
Jbnned'vs>, that in focnc aeniote timci the Macdo^ 
nalds of Glcngai^ having been itqnredi of oAnd-. 
ed by the inhabitants, of C(41oden>. and: reftilvJngi; 
to have jnfticeyv vengeance, came to CuUoden on 
a Sunday, who^ fihding their enenooE at worffiip^ 
ttley fllnt^ap'n'p in thechurcb, wifith tkey fat ojk. 
iSt-c i an<t'tht», ibid Ik, is- the tnoc Aat the piper- 
phyed'whilt they were boroing.. 

Narrarions Hke this^ hewei«PHHiccrtain,iJerem 

the notice nf ^traveller, becaufcthey arc the only 

reconls of ». nation tb«t has nO' biftoriaDB> and afr 

fiacife 
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Ibrd (he moft genuine reprefcntition of the life 
and chaia^r of the andeiA Highlailden. 

TTnd^ the d:nocninat!on' of Highlander ar; 
comprehended iiiSe tlaod.alttbat now ^ak the 
Erfc language, or: retain- the , rimttiTe mannersfc. 
-whether they live anioDg the mcnotains or in the. 
t{Idiids;and iivthat fenfe I' ufe the name, vhra 
there js not tome apparent rea^&r.makii^ a dlCt- 
tan^lioD.. . 

In Sky' I firft' obferred the ufe of brogues, ti 
kind of anlerslhoes^ftttahed -with thcxigs fo loofe^. 
tj, that though tfaey.' defend, the Too* from ftonesy. 
they dit n&t exclt»ie water. Brogues were fenner>^ 
If made of ram hidvit. with the bair iawands, andT 
&ch arc perbtp3^ fti)|- nied. in r«de and remote - 
Itarts; btrt they.are fidd nottO'ha above tiro dark . 
Wherelifoufbmeiriiat improrod^ they, are nov 
m-de of leather- tamMd-vith-ook biirk, .asr in other.- 
idacfis^oorith^s b»4c of birefrt. ovrootsiof toi> 
mentiL, »i«bftuice-Teeomma)dcdiii.defe£l,of barkj^ 
about f{bty.7e«ti.ago,tftth6lrt{b-tanne>s, by ot)4. 
to whon» theparitament of thaC-kisgdoai voted a: 
reward. Thckather-of Sliy b not eompletely p«- 
netratod.by, vegetable nuttect and thCEcfsre caaa. 
XMt be Tcr^ durable.. 

My inquiiJes about biognes gave ne an oarl^ 
fpecimen' of B'^Uuid in&cmalion.. One day I: 
was -lokl, that to madne brogues was a-donaeAick 
art, which every maa pra^iiTed for i<imfelf, and 
tbaL%.fair.of bro^jetwasthe work of aa hour, 
liugpofed' 
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1 fuppofi:d that the -huIbanJ made broguK as the 
wife made an apron, till n«a da;^ it was toltl mc, 
that a brogue-mafcer was x ttade^ and that a pair 
vould cod half a croMm. It will eaUly occur that 
thefc reprefentations may both be tnie, and ihal^ 
in {ome jAices, men may buy them, and in others, 
matx ihcm for themfrKes; bat L had.bcKh the 
ficcoimts intlte fame houfc within two days. 

Many of my fiibft'qtaem inquiries upon more in- 
terelling topkks ended in the like uncertainTy. 
Uc that travels in tjie Highlands may ca&ly iito 
rate his i«ul with intelligence, i£he will acquielct 
m the firft acconnt. The Highlamier gives to- 
every qucftion an anArcr fo proni[it and pereaup- 
Sory, that fcepiirifm it&If h da-ed into filence, and: 
the mini] iinks before the bold reporter in unrefift- 
ing credulity ; bnt if a fecond quefiion. be Tcnta-- 
Ted, it breaks the eflchxntmeot ^ for iris iinined»< 
•telydifcovfredv that whit was told fo confidently- 
fns told at b^zard, and thut fnch fearlcdiiels of 
kflertioTi WW cither, the fpoit of- ntgligEncc, or the 
pefuge of ir;norance. 

If indiTiduftlB are tfam at variance wiih them- 
fi^ves, it can be no wonder that the accoimtsof. 
diSerent men arc contradiftory^. The tradition* 
•f an ignonmt and Jange people hvtc been 'ibr 
ages iiCi^Ugently heard, and 'vtaikilfa]ly related., 
jDiflant evtntt muft have been mingled t^ether, 
and the a^ons of one man given to another.. 
Tbele, bowcver} we defickiKcs inilory, ibr which 
no 

. u,5,,zPNr,G00yIc 
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BO man U now to be ccnfiircd. It were enougb^ 
if wiiat chete is yet opportunity of examining were 
accurately iofpeAedj and julH^ leprefcnteJ ^ but 
Cuch is the bxit; of Highland conTcrfation, that 
the inquirer is kept in continual fufpenle, and by a 
kind of intellefhial tetrogradation, knows Icfe as he 
bears more. 

In the iilands the plaiii is rarety worn. The taw 
hj which the Highlanders have been obliged to 
change the form of their drel's, has^in all the pla- 
ces that we have vifued, been Hnivcrfally obeyed. 
- I have fecn only one gentleman completeiy do- 
llied irt the ancient habit, and by him it was wortt 
oniy occafionally and wantonly." The common 
people do not tlunk them (elves under any legal ne- 
ccfllry of having coats j for they fay that the law 
a^ainft plaids was made by Lord Hardwicke, and 
was in force only for his Htc : but the fame pover^ 
ly iliat m^de it then difficult lor them to changt 
their clothing, hlnJers them new Gom clv.inging it 

The nilibeg, or lower gsrmcnt, is ftilt very com- 
tiion, an.l the bonnet almoft univerf^l ; but their 
attire is iuch as produces, in a fufliciem degree, the 
tft'tcl intended by (he law, of abolifbing the difli- 
milituHe of . appe.iraiice between the Highli-nders 
and ihe othcc inlwhJtar.ts of Britain i and, if drcft 
be fuppolcd to have much influence, fecilitatca 
their coalition witli their fellow fuhjefls. 

"What we have lung ufed' ivc naturally like, and 
thc:eft.ifi 
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therefore the Htghluiders were anwIUing to \ay 
alide their phiJ, which yet to ao unprejui^cd 
fpci5latar mult appear an incommodioiu and cum-: 
berfome drcfs.; for hanging loofe upon the body, 
it muft flutter in a quick motion, or require one 
of the hands to .keep it clofs. Xhc Romans al- 
ways laid alide the gowo when they had any thing 
to do. It was a drefa fo unraitable to war, that 
the faiDC word which lignifled a gown Hgnilicd 
peace. The chief ufe of a plaid liretns to-be this, 
that th^ could commoJioufly wrap themfelvcs in 
it when they were obliged, to deep without, a bet- 
ter cover. 

In our palTitge fi'oai Scotbnd to Sk^^ wc were 
wet for the firlt time with a fhower. This was. 
(he beginning of the Highland winter, after which, 
we were tdd that a fucctffion of three dry days 
was not t» be expected, for many momh«. The 
winter of the Hebndes confilts of little more than 
rain and wind. As they are furrounded by an 
ocean never frozen, the blafts that come to them 
over the water are too much fofc«ned to have the 
power of congelation.. The fait loughs, or inlets, 
of the fea, which flioct very far into, ths iflind,. 
never have any ice upon them, and the pools of 
frefli water wili never Bear the walker. The ihow 
that foinetimcs faljs, is (bon dllToIved by the air, or 
the rain. 

Tills is not ihc dtfcriptlon of a cruel climate, yet 

the dark months arc here a time of great dtflrefs ; 

bccwjfc. 

u,5,,zp.]r,C0Cl^iIc 
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becanfe the fummer can do little more thin feed it- 
felfy and vriotcr comes with its raid and its fcarcitf 
(ipoB families very flendeiiy prorided. 

CORIATACHAN IN SKT. 

The third or fourth day aAer our arrival at Ai<> 
midel, brought us an invitatioa to the ille of 
Raafayt which lies eaft of Sky. It is incrcdiUt 
bow fooD thcaccoant of any event is propagated in 
thefe narrow countries by the love ofitalk, which 
much Icifure produces, and the relief given to the 
Bund HI the penury of infolar convcrfation by a 
new topick-. The arrival of ftrangcrs at a place fo 
rarely vifited, excites rumour, and quickens curio- 
Jity. I know not whetha" wc touched at any cor- 
ner, where Fvne had not already prepared us a re- 
ception. 

. .To gain a comnaodious paitjge to RaaTay, it was 
neceffary to paTs over a large part of Sky. We 
were fumiQied therefore with botles and a guide. 
In the iflands there arc no roids, nor any mark; 
bj: which a ftranger may find his way. The horTc- 
man has always at hb £de a native of the place-, 
who by purfuing game, or tending cattle, or being 
often cmfrioycd in eneffnges or to conduct, hw leam" 
ed where the ridge of the hcU has breadth fu&cient 
to allow a horfe anii his rider a paflage, and where 
the mofs or bog is hard enough to bear thcin The 
bogs arc a^oidsd as toUfomc at leaft, if not unfafe,, 
and 
..Cocjlo 
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and therefore the journey is made generally fjrorn 
precifncs to precipice ; from which, if the eye ven- 
tures to look down, it fees below a gloomy cavity, 
whence the nilli of water is fometimes heu-d. 

But there fetnis to be in all this tnore glarm 
than danger. The Highlander walks carefully 
before, and the horfe, ftccaftomed to the ground, 
follows him with little deviation. Sometimes th^ 
hill is too ftcep for the borreman to keep his feat, 
tmd foiT^etimes the mofs is too tremulous to bear 
the double weight of horfe and man. The rider 
then {lifiiounts, and all tliift as they can. 

Journiis made in this manner are radier tedtom 
than long. A very few miles required fcveral 
hours. From Armidel we came at night to Co- 
riatachan, a boufe very pleafantly fltuated between 
two brooks, with one of the higheft bills of the 
iiland behind it. It is the rciidence of Mr Mac- 
kinnon,fay whom wc were treated with very liber- 
al horpitality, among a more numerous and elegant 
cotnpany than it could have been (uppored caly to 
eoHeft. 

The hiU beiiind the houfe we flid not cllml^ 
The weather vras rough, and the height and ftecp- 
nefs dUcourajred US. W- wc- told thai there is a 
cairne ap<Mi it. A cairne is a heap of Aones 
thrown upon tbe grave of one eminent for digni^ 
of birth, or fplcndour of atchlevements. It is faid 
that by digging, an urn is always found under 
ifccfe cairnes; (hey muft th r.fort have been thus 
[uletl 
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thus piled by a p=ople whofe caftom was to bum 
the dead. To pile ftones U, I believe, a nortluTrr 
caflora, and to bum the body wu the Roman prac- 
tice ; nor do I know when it wu that thefe two 
afb of fepulture were united 

The weather was next day too violent for the 
continuation of our journeys but we had no rea- 
JOQ to compbin of the interruption.- We Taw 
in every place, what wc chiefly delired to know, 
the manners of the peo[4e. Wc had co.-npany, 
and, if we had cholen retirement, we might have 
had booksi. 

I never was in any houfe of the Iflands, where I 
did not find books in more languages than one, if 
I flaid long enough to want them, except one from 
which the family was refnovcd. Literature is not 
neglcAed by the higher rank of the Hebridians. 

It need not, I fuppofe, be mentioned, that in 
countries fo little frequented as the Iflands, there 
are no houfes where travellers are entCTiaincd for • 
iBoney. He that winders about t''ere wilds, 
cither procures recommendations to tiiofc whofe 
habitations lie near his way, or, when night and 
wcarinefs come upon' him, takes the chance of ge- 
neral hof()itality. If he finds only a Cottage, he 
can expert little more than fhelter, for the cotta- 
gers have little more for themlelves : but if his 
good fortune brings him to th: refulence of a gen- 
tleman. He will be glad of a Q<y:.TX to prolong bit 
flay. TherA is, however, or^ inn hy the fea Ud^ 
atSconfor, ia Sky, where the poft-office is kept. 
G A 
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At the tables where a ftntigcr is reccivcdy toei» 
dter plenty nor ddlcacy u'vaotitig. A irsfi <^ 
luid fo thinly inhabited, muft have iMuch wild- 
fowl ; and I 'Icarcely remember to have itea a din- 
ner without them. T^e mooi^ine is every wfaerfr 
to be had. That dicfea tb«end» with fi9i, tweds 
not be told, tor it fB[^ies a great part of Buropc. 
The iOe of Sky has ftags and roebucks, bat no 
hares. They fell vciy numerous droves of oxen 
yearly to England, and therefore cannot be fuppo- 
i^d to irant beef at home. Sfae^ and goats are in 
great numbers, and they have the common domef- 
tick fowls. 

But as here is nothing to be bought, every femi- 
ly muff kill its own meat, and roafipait of ttfome- 
what (boner than Apichis wotild prefcribc. Every 
kind of fleQi is undoutitcdly Excelled by the varie- 
ty and emulation of Englilh markets ; but that 
which is not beft may be yet very far from had, 
and he that ih»U complain of his &re in the He- 
brides, lias improved his dc]i»cy mate than his 
manhood. 

Their fowls are not like thole phmlped for falc 
by the poulterers of LtmdoB, but they arc as good 
is other places commonly aflFord, except . that the 
gccle, by feeding in the fea, have univerialiy a fifliy 
ranknels. 

Thefe gcefe fcem to be of a middle race, be- 
tween the TrUd and domeftick kinds. They arc 
fo 
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{b twe as to own a home, and fo wild as fiune. 
times to fly (juite away. ■ 

Their native bread is made of oats, or barlcf. 
Of oatmeal they fpiead very ttiin caltei, coarTe and 
hard, to which unaccuftomed palates are not ea&l^ 
reconciled. The barley cakes are thicker and fof- 
tcr ; I began to eat them without unirillingnelii 1 
the blackncTs of their fttlour raifts fome diflikc, 
but the tafte is not tfifagreeable. In moft boulet 
there is wheat flour, with wliich we were fure ta 
be treated, if we ftaid long enough to have it 
Imeaded and baked. As neither yeaft nor leaven 
are n&d suaong them, their bread of every kind is 
vcfenoenteij. They cuke ooly cakei, and nevec 
mould a loaf. 

A man of the Hebrides, for of the women's dkt 
I can give no account, as fbon as he appears in thQ 
moroipg, fwaJlonrs a gla& of whifky 1 yxt they are ' 
not a drunken race, at lead I never was preftnt at 
tmtdi intemperance ; but no man is fo abftenuous 
WB to re£u& the nvanifig dtraoii which they call a 
Stalk. 

The word Whiflty Ggnifics water, and is applied, 
by way of eminence to ftroog water^ or diftiUed Xtn 
quor. The fpirit drunk in tfce north is drawo 
from barley. I wvef tafteJ U, extopt once for ex- 
periment at the inn in Inverary, ^hen I thought a, 
pKferable to any EngUH malt braiidy. It was 
ftrong, but not pungent, and was free from the cm- 
pyrcaoiatick tafte or fmcll. What wa^ th« pro- 
G 1 cefs - 
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cefs 1 bad no opportunity of inquiring, aor do I 

wiib to improve the art of malting poifon pleafant. 

Not long after the dram, may be expected the 
breakfaft j a meal in which the Scots, whether of 
the lowlands or mountains, mull be confefTed to 
excel us. The tea and cofiee arc accompanied not 
only with butler, but with honey, conferves, and 
ciarmahdcs. If an epicure could remove by a 
wifli, in qucft of fenfual gratifications, wherever be 
had Tupped, he would breakfafl in Scotland. 

In the Iflands however, they do what I found it 
no* very eafy to endure. They pollute the tea ta- 
ble by plates piled with large Sices o? CheSure 
cheefe, which mingles its lefs grateful odours with 
^e fragrance of the tea. 

Where many queRions are to be afked, fbmi 
will be omitted. I forgot to inquire how they 
v»ere fupplicd with Co muih exotic luxury. Pcr>- 
haps the French may bring them wine for wool, 
and the Dutch g^ve them tta and coffee at the fifh- 
ing feafcn, in exchange for frelh proviCon. Their 
trade is unconflraincd ; Ihey pay no cunomS ; for 
there is no officer to demand them ; whateTcr 
therefore is made dear only by impoft, is obtained 
here at an eafy rate. 

A dinner in~thc Weftern Iflands differs very lit- 
tle from a dinner in England, except that in the 
place of tails, there arc always fet different prepa- 
rations of milk. This part of their (Met will admit 
feme imprpvcment. Though they have milt, and 
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«^s, an4 fugar, feiv t^tbem know hew to com- 
pQiu»i them in a cuflard. Their gardens aHbnl 
them no great variety, hot they have atwayj {oaas 
vegetables on the talde. Potatoes at Icaft are ne- 
ver wanting, which, though they Ijave not known 
tiiem li»ig, are now one of the principal parts of 
their food. They are not of the mealy, but the< 
Tifcous kind. 

Their more el^orate cookery, or made dliLes> 
an EpgliOwnan at the £rft tafle ia not likely tO' 
^^ove, but the culinary compofitkms of evcry 
couittr; arc oftc|i fiich as become grate&l to other 
natioQ* only' by degrees ; though I have read a 
Freiidi wd)or> who, in the elation of bis heart,. . 
&ys, that French cookery plcafes all foreigners, 
but foreign cookery never fatisiies a Frenchman. 

Their fuppers ac«, like their dinners, various and 
plcntifcil. The- t^e a always- covered with ele^ 
gimt lin^n. Their pistes for common ufe are of- 
ten of that kind of manufa^lure which is called 
cream c<^uredi or queen's \rare. They vje Givcv 
en all occafioiis where it is common in England, 
•or did. I ever find the Jpoon of horn, but in one 
boufe. 

The knives^ »re not often eitbcr very fe-ight, or 
very £bup. The^^are indeed bftnunents of whicle 
the HighWders have not been long acquainted 
^ith^e general wfe. They were not regularly 
liaid on the table, befojc the prohibition of arms, 
aod the change of drcfs. Thirty years ago the 
G 3 Highlander: 
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Highlander wore his knife as a componioa to his 
diric c^ dagger, and when dve company fat down 
to meat, the men who had knives cut the flcfh 
into fmall pieces for the women, who with ihdr 
fingers conveyed it to their mouths. 

There was perhaps never any change of national 
manners fq quick, To great, utd fo geneial, as that 
which has operated in the Highlands, by the laA 
conqueft, and the fubfequent laws. We came tlii- 
iher too late to fee what we expeSed, — a people of 
peculiar appearance, and a fyftem of antiquated 
Bfe. The clans retain little now of tlieir original 
<!haraAer} then: ftrocity of temper is fbft^ed,thdp 
military ardour is 'e)(tinguifiied, their dignity of in- 
dependence is deprrSed, thei> contempt of govern* 
ment fubducd, ami their reverence fbr-ihcir chiefs 
abated. Of what they had before the late con- 
qutft of their coonwy, tliere remabi only their lan- 
guage and their povsrty. Theb language is at■^ 
tacked on every fide. Schools arc ereftcd, in. 
vhich fnglifh only it taught, and there were late- 
ly Tome who thought it rcafonable to re^ife 
them a vcriion o{ the holy fcriptures, tbat they 
might have no monument of their mother-tongue. 

That their poverty is gradually abated, cannot 
be meoiioned among the unpleafing confequences 
of fobjeflion. They are now acquainted ^ith mo- 
ney, and the poffiltility of gitin will ^ degrees 
make them induftrious. Such is the efk£t of the 
i»te regul7.tions, that a longer Jourq^y than to iIm 
Highlands 
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Highlands muft be taken bj him whofe curiofitjr- 
pants for lavage virtues and barbarous grandenr.. 

At the firft intermi^on of the ftormy weather 
we were informed, that the boat, which was to 
convey us to Raafay, attended us on the coat>) 
We had from this time our intetligencc facilitated, 
and our convcrfation enlarged, hj the company of 
Mr Macqueen, itiiniAer of a parifh in Sky, whofe 
knowledge -afid politcnefs give htm a title equally 
to kindnefs and refpcfl, and who, from this time^ 
aever forlbofe us till we- were preparing^ to leave 
Sky, and the adjacent, places. 

The boat was under the direftion ofMrMaf 
colm Maclcod, a gentleman of Raafay. The wa- 
ter was catei, and tlje rowers were- vigorous ; fa 
that our pafl^ge was quiets and pkafant. Whea 
vrecame near the iSand, we fiw tlie l^\i's houfe, 
» nejit modern fabriek, and found Mr Macleod, 
the proprietor of thelfland, with many gentlemen, 
expe^ng us on the beach. We bad, as at all o- 
ther places^ fome difficulty in landing. The craggs 
were iiTCgularly broken, and a falfe flep would have 
been very mi6:hieT0us. 

' k feemed that the rocks might, with no great 
hbour, have been hewn almoft into a regular flight 
of fleps J andas there are no other landing phccs, I 
conlidercd this nigged aicem as the confequence 
' ot 
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of a form of life inured to haxdUupH Kidthere- 
forp Bot flttdious of nice accomnuxlatioiiS' But I 
know not whcthei:, for many ages, it was not confi.- 
dcred as apartofmiUtary policy, to keep the coun- 
try not eailly acccfliblc. The rocks arc natural 
fbrtificatioiu, and sm enemy dimtang with difficul- 
ty, wu eaUly deftreyed t^ tbole who flood higb 
above hi^ 

Our leccptiOD oscecdcd our expe&tions. We 
found nothing but ci«ility> cleguicC) and plenty. 
After theuTHal re&eQiniieuts, and the ufual con- 
Ycrfation, the, evening came upon us. The car- 
pet was then rollcd-off the fioor ; the onifician wit4 
called, pjid the whole company was inyitsd t» 
dance, nor did ever fa'^ies trip with greater alacrity., 
^he general air of feftivity, which predominated 
in this place, lb far remote from all thoie re-^ 
l^oos wh(ch -the mind has been ufed to c<Hiten>- 
plate as the manfians of pleafore, flruck the iou.^ 
nation with a delightful furpr'A, analpgoui to that 
which is_fett at an uncxpc^^ enurQcn from dark.- 
ucls into light- 
When it was tiiQC to fup, the tla^ce ceafedi aad 
&S. and thirty pcrftHu f^ft down to two t;^le« in tbo 
fame roopi. After fitppcr the Ipdies fung fr&t 
fongs, to which I lifteoed as an ^glilh ^dience 
to an ItaUwi opcra>. delighted with the found o£ 
vcirds vhich I did not underfland. 

I inquired the fubje£b of the fongs, and was 

told nf one, that it tns a kivc jpng, in^ of aBt>7 

tber, 
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ther, that it mj a farewell compoicdby one of the 
Iflandersthatwa; going, inttui epidemical farj of 
emigration, to feek his foitune in America. What 
fentJEDCats trould riie, on fuch an occafion, in the 
heart of one who had not been taught to lament bf 
precedent, I Ihould gladlf have known j but the 
lady, by whom I fat, thought herJelf not equal to 
tl^ work of tranflating. 

Mr Aacleod is the proprietor of tht iflands of 
Raafay, Rons, and Fladda, and poflefles an exten- 
five diftrift in Sky. The eflate has not, during 
■ four hundred yesri, gained or lo(l a fingle acn~ 
He acknowiedgcj Madeod of Dungevan as his cbleft 
though his ancefiors have formerly difputfd the 
pre-enunence. 

- One (^ the old Highland stlliancei has continued 
for two hundred yean, and is Ml Tubfifting be- 
tween Madeod of Raafay and Macdooald of 
Skyj in confe^ucnce of which, the furviver. always 
inheriti the arms of the deceafed i a natural me- 
morial of military ftiendfhip. At the death of the 
late Sir James Macdonald, his fword was delivered 
to the prefcnt hird of Raafay. 

The family ofRa^ay conCfttofthe laird, the 
ladyi three foas, and ten daughters. For the fons 
there is a tutor in the hou(e, and the tady is faid 
to be vary Hdlfiil and diligent in the education of 
her girls. Mpre gentlenels of manners, or a more 
pleaiing appearance of d<»neftic fociety, is not 
found in the m^ft polished countries. 

Rfijay 
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Raafay Is the only inbabitjed iOasd in Mr Mac- 
kod's pdlefikn. Ko&a and Fladdii aSbrd oot^ 
paftgre for cattle, of which, one tHuidrcd and fixtf 
winter in Roaai undjR tb9 &penuead«u:e of a ib- 
litary hjcrdrmaa. 

The leogthof R>4&y Mi 1:^ cDinputat!on> 6&ectt 
aulpSj and the breadth tWQ^ Thefe countries 
have never been mcafiired, aad t^ con^nitatioa 
^ miles is negligent and arbitrary. We obfcnted 
m travdlibg, thv the nominal aod real diftance of 
flues had very little rdation to..cach other. Raar* 
C17 probahlf ccxitains near ahtmdred C^uare mihn. - 

It affiifxls aot nxash ground, notwithftanding Ua 
Clteoti. eitbir for dlbige, orpaftHie; for it is roii^« 
rodky, and barren. The i^tde oftezt: periAi by- 
Mtag from the precipices.. It is hks the other 
iflands, I think, generally naked of &ide, but k is. 
asked bj; negk^l ; for the hjrd has an orchard,^ 
and very la/ge ferell treed grow abgut hi> houfe. 
Like ether hilly countricai it has nuny cirulets. 
Oa<cr of the ^y>oks tunu a ccvn.nuB, and at leaft 
one prchduces trosts. 

In the flreams on &efli lakes of the Ulands, I 
have never heard of any other 6fh than (routs and 
eeb. -The troi^ta, which I hjve feen, are aot^ 
large i the colour of their flefh is tinged as in Eng- 
land. Ctf their cell I can give no account, having 
sever ^l^ed them -, for I believe they are not cos- 
ftdered M whotefoinc feed. 
It is not vCTy Btfy to fix the principles upon 
vrbicK 
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frhlt^ DQankmd haw agreed to en fome animals^ 
Mad n^eA Bthers ; and » the ptincjplc is not evi- 
■iitxt, it is not unifonn. That -which is fcle£ted as 
«tclicate ia one country, is hj its neighbours abhor* 
Md as IdathTome. The Neapolitans lately reAiled 
to eat potatoes in a famine. An En^ifhman is 
'not caiily fKfCnaded to dine on (nails with an Itu 
)iMi, oa frogs with a TVenchman, or on horre- 
aefh with B Tartar. The vulgar inhabitants of Sky, 
I knav not whether of the other illands, have not 
t «iilf eeis> bot poTlcHBd bacnn in abhorrence, and ac- 
cordingly I nevtrfaw a hog in the Hebrides, except 
one at Dunvegan. 

Raafay has "wild fcml m abu¥idance, bnt neither 
deer, hares, nor rabbits. Why it has them not 
may be a&ed, but that- ^ fnch queftions 
there is no «>d. Why docs any nation 
-want what it tnii^t hzve f Wliy are not fpices 
xranfplanted to Amenca ? Why does tea coiitinue 
to be brought from China-j Life improves, bet by 
Htm de^^reesj 30*4 much m evory pbce is yet to do. 
Attempts have been made to rsift roebucks in 
Raafay, but witligut e£:A. The youqg ones it is 
extremely difficult to rear, and the «ld can very 
feldom be taken alive. 

Hares and rabbits nHght be marc eafily obtain- 
ed. Tliat they have few or none; of either ia 
Sky, tliey impute to the ravage <^ the fona, and 
haw therefore fw, for Ibme years paft, a price- up- 
«a A^ heads, whiGb> as &e number mts dimitiifh'- 
ed 
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^4 A J01IRKEY TO THB 

cdj has been ^adiutly railed, from three fiiilling* 
and Hxpence to* a gaiuea ; a fum io great in this 
part 6f the world, that, in a ihort time. Sky eaaj 
be as free from torn, as England from ftolrcs. 
The fiind for thclc rewards is a tax of &q>eBce in 
the pound, impolcd by the formers on themlclves» 
and {aid to be paid with great willingnds. 

The beafl* of prey in the iilands are fbxci, ot • 
ters, and weafcU. The foxes arc bigger than thofe 
of England ; but the otters exceed ours in a iar 
greater proportion. I {aw one at Armidel, of a 
lize much beyond that which I fuppofedtheai ever 
to attain ; and Mr Maclean, the heir of Col, a 
man of middle Mature, informed me that he once 
dot an otter, of which the tail reached the ground 
vbeii he held up the^ead to a level with his own. 
I cxpcfted the otter to have a foot peculiarly form- 
ed for the art of fwimming ; but upon exantina- . 
tion, I did not $nd it differing much from that of 
a Ipaniel. As he preys in the fca, he does little 
yifible mifchtef, and is killed only for his fur> 
White otters are fometimea feen.' 

In Raafay they might have haics and rabbits, 
ior they have no foxes. Some depredations, fuch 
as were never jnade before, have caufed a fufpicion 
^hat a fbx hag been lately landed in the ifland by 
{pite 9r waiUonnefs. This imaginary llringer has 
never yet been feen> and therefore, perhaps, the 
mifchief was done by fome other animal. It is 
not likely, that a creature fo ungentle, whofe head 
cotild have been fold in Sky for a guinea, fbould 
be 
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"be "kept alive only to gratify the malice ef (ending 
him Co prey bpon a neighbour : and the paffi^C 
from Sfcy is wider than a fox would venture to 
iwitn, unlefs he were chafed by dogs into the fea, 
and perhaps then his ftreogth would enable him to 
crols. How beafta of prey came into any iflands 
is not exfy to guefs. In cold countries they take 
-advantage of bard winters, and travel over the Ice : 
but this is a very^fcanty folution ; for they are found 
where they have no difcoverabtc nMans of coming> 
The com of this iltaiid is hut litile. I faw the 
'harvell of a fmall field. The women reaped the 
com, and the men bound up the £bea\'cs. The 
iirokcs of the fickle were limed by the modulatkm 
of the harveft fong, in which all their voices were 
-united. They ^company in the Highlands every 
a£lion, which can be done in equal time> with aa 
^appropriated ftrain^ which hQs, they fay, not much 
meaning but its cfie^ are regularity and -chear- 
fulnels. The ancJMit procdeurmatick: fong, by 
which the rowers of gallies were animatod, may be 
fuppbf^d tohavfe been of this kind. There is now 
-an oar-fongufed bythc Hebridians. 

The ground of Raafay feems fitter for -cattle 
than forcorn, and of black cattle* ^ fuppofe the 
number is very great ; the Laird himfelf keeps » 
^i^rd of four hundred, one hundred of which are 
annually fold. Of an extcn five domain, wh*ch he 
holds in his own hands, he confiders th^ fale of 
■cattle as repaying -him the rent, and fupports tbe 
U l>leut/ 
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plenty of a very liberal tabic with the remaining 

produA. 

Raafay is fuppofed to have been very long inha- 
bited. On one lide of it (hey fliow caves, into 
which the rude nations of the Hrfl ages retreated 
from the weather. Thcfe dreary vaults might have 
had other ufes. There is iliU a cavity near the 
houfe called the oar-caw, in which the icamen, af- 
ter one of thefe piratical e,xpeditions, which in 
rougher times were very frequent, ufed, as tradition 
tells, to hide their oars. This hollow was near the 
fea, that nothing ncceOary might be far to be fetch- 
ed ; and h was fecret, that rnemies, )f they landed, 
could find nothing. Yet, it is not very evident 
ofwhatufe it was to hide rlicir oars from thofe 
who, if they were mafters of ihe coaft, could take 
away their boats. 

A proof much ftronger of the diftance at which 
the pofTeflbrs of ihis ifland lived from the prcfcnt 
time, is afforded by the ftone heads of arrows 
. which are vcy frequently pickedup. The people call 
them £lf-bo!ts, and believe that the fairies fhcot 
them at the cattle, 'fliey nearly refembic thofe 
which Mr BiUks has lately brought from the fa- 
vage countries in the Pacific Ocean, and muft 
have been made by a nation to which the ufe of 
mcials was unknown. 

The number of this little commim'ty has never 
been counted by its ruler, nor ha\-e 1 obtained any 
j>olitive account, ccnfiflent with the refult of poli- 
tical 
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(ical computation. Not many years ago, the late 
Laird led. out one hundred men upon a military 
expedition. The fixth part of a people is fiippolcd 
capable of bearing arms ; RaaOiy had therefore fix 
hundred inhabitants. But becaufe it is not lilcely 
that crerv man able to-fervc in the field would fol- 
low the fummons, or that the chief would leave 
his lands totally defencelef^i or tatc aw:iy alltlte 
hands <].u3litied for labour, let it be fuppofed, that 
' balf as many might be permitted to ftay at home. 
The whole number wilLthen-be nine hundred, or 
nine to a fquare mile ; a degree of populoufocfs 
greater than tho{e tra£ls of dcfobtion can often 
fliow. They are content with their country, and 
£uth£ul.to their chieis, .and yet uninfedlcd with th« 
fes-cr of migraiion. . 

Neat the houie, at Raafay, is a chapel unA>ofed 
and ruinous, which has long, been ufcd only as a 
place of burial. . About the churches, in the illands, 
Wii finall fquares ioclofed with ftone, which ^long 
to perticular families, as repofitcrics for the dead. 
At Raaiay there is one, J think, for the projmetor, 
and ■ono for feme coliaicral houfe. 

It is told hy Martin, that at the death.of the 
I^dy of the iflund, it has been here the cuftom to 
creA a croft. This we found not to be itue. The 
ftones that (land about the chnpel at a fmall dif- 
tancc, fome of which have perhaps crofTes cut up- 
on them, ar;; believed to have b;cn not fiin-y^l mo- 
ll, 2.. nunients, 
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numcDts, b« the ancioit boundaries of the fancb^ 
Kj or conrecrated ground.. 

. Martin was a man not illiterate : he V2i an in- 
hat^tant of Sk^, and therefore was trhhkt reach o£ 
iutelUgcDce, and vrith no great diScalty might 
Itave vj^ted the plves which he undertakes to de- 
fcribc ; yet with all his oppoituniiies, he has often, 
fuficred himf?!/ to be deceived. He lived' in tho 
tail centttry, when the chiefs of the chns had loft, 
little of tlieirorigiiialinSuence. Themountwii5.vere 
yet impenetrated, no inlet was opened to- foreign 
novelties, iuid the feudal iqfiitutioDi operated upon. 
Jifc with their full force. H< might therefore have 
difplayed a fcries of fubordinaticm and a form of 
government, whti^ in a>ore luminous and. impro* 
ved regions, have been long forgotten, and have- 
del ightcd his readers with many uncowth cnftoms. 
that are now difnfed, Mid wild opinions that pre*, 
vail no longer. But he prqbabl^ lud iiat knowi 
ledge of the world iufficicnt to qualify him ft>r 
judging what would deferre or. gain the attention, 
of mankind. The mode of life which was iatnilt— 
ar to himf^E^^e did not liippofe unknown to 
others, nor imagined that, he could, giv? -pleufure. 
by telling that of which it was, in his little couctry^ 
tinpo£rible to be ignorant. 

. "What he has n^Ic^ed cannot now be perform-., 
cd. Id nations, nhere there is hardly the ule or 
letters, what is or.ce out of. fight is loft for ever. . 
They tlwk tint link, and of tt>c'x few thoughts, 
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none are walled on the paft,- in which they are nei- 
ther interefted by f«r nor hope. Their only rc- 
giOcrs arc flatcd obfrrvances and p radical repro ■ 
feni-adous.. Fur thls-reafoo anage. of ignorance is . 
an age of- ceretnoay.- Pageant), and procefTidns, . 
and conimeniotMions, '^adually Ihrink away, as >. 
bet' er jneihods coaie into~^f^ oOecording events, , 
and prelerving rightsi . 

It is not onVy in Raa&y that^the ehspel is unroof- : . 
ed and ufelett j through the fcwiflands which we 
vhiied, we neither faw nor hrard of any houfe of : 
pfaycr, except in Sky, that was not in ruins. The - 
malignant influence of Calvinism has Mailed fvre- - 
mony and decency togttherj and if the remem- 
brance of. papal fu^rftition is ohlitcrared, thfrv 
monuments of papal jriety arc likcwife eflFaeed. 

It has been,, for many yeal^ pcpnW to talk of 
the iazy devotion of llu; Ronii(l»cl«gy ; over the 
flwpy iazincA -of men that erci^ed churches, we 
may indulge our fupCTiority with a new triumph, . 
by comparing it wit!v the fervid aflivity of thofc- 
wfeo fuller them to fali. 

Of the icftruaion of churcho, the dccny of re- 
ligion muft in time-be ttc conftqiicncc ; for^whilc 
the public afta of the miniftry arc now ptrformed 
in- houfae, a very fmall .number can beprefent J ■ 
and as the greater part-of the iflanders make no • 
u& of books, all muft neccl^ily live in total igno- 
rance, who want the opportunity of vocii inAruc- - 
tioQ . 

H.-3 . Fiibm- 
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From thercrrmains of an^eia.fm&ity, whid£> 
we cwry nhere to befmndiit ha»br<nconje^-- 
rcd, that, fdrthe-bfl two ccDttiriei, ,the inhabi-w 
tants of Uic jflind^have decroarcd innumbv. — 
This argumem, which fuppofa that the churches <^ 
have been ^aiSleted to fall, only becaufc they- wero ■ 
DQ longer necdTaryi weuJd-have &tne fOKc,- if the 
houfes of worihip ftiU rcmaimng were fufficient fisr 
the people. But fince the;phavc now no dinrches.. 
at all, tkeifl venerable fragments do not prove the - 
people of former- timee to hxve beai. ntore name* . 
lotu, but -to have btta^moje <tevoiit< If the iaha- . 
bii^tr.ts were dqtiblcd with thdr prcient. [sinciplcs» , 
it appears not that:, aay. {n-ovifioii, i«r pubUc vop-- 
fltip would be made... 

Where the religion. of' a.epttntrY enlotcet'Conft- . 
cntfd buildingsr the nnmbcr of thole buildings . 
may be fuppofed to a®?>d Tome in^ic^cion,. how- . 
ever uncerfainf <^ the populqv&efi of the. place } -. 
but where by a cbange of manners aHi4>tu<H is^con- . 
tented to live wtthouttbcm, their decay iioplies no , 
diminution of inhabitants.. 

Some of thefe dJlapidationstare £rid to be found , 
in iflandsnovr inbabited*, but I doubt wbether we : 
can thenc^ infer that the; were ever peopled. The 
religion of-the middle agfivis well known to have 
}^ed too mimh hope in looely: aufterittes. . Vo-, 
luntary folitude w.-|3,ihe.-grcatart oCpropitiationt , 
by which crimes were eSaced, and confcjenc* was 
ap^afcd i .it 19^ thei;cfote not «iliitely> that or«o- . 
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liea were often built in places wbere retitemcDt vaa^ 
itLce to have no diftni^ian^e. 

Raar»^ has little that Cititd8ta:n amveller, exi 
cept thfl binl nv.ii- hi» jamilr ^ but th^ir power 
wants no auxiliaries. Such a- leat of- hofpitatity,.. 
aqiidS the winds and waters, (ilh the intagination 
with a d(;I!ghtful contraiicty of images — without 
ift the rough ocean andthe rocty land, the beat- 
ing biHows and the howling ftorm :-wkhin is plen- .. 
ty and elegance, beauty and- gaiety^ the Tong and: 
the dancr. In Raafay,^if I cotlld bare fbond an.t 
Htyic^I hndfanciedaPbaeacla., 

HUNVEGjiN:.. 

At Raafay, by gooJ fortune, Macteod, fo the ■ 
f^tief of the clan k caUrdi was paying a viJlt^ and' 
by him we were invited to bis feat at Duuvcgan. . 
ILaafay has a flout boat, built in Monday, in wkicb* , 
with fix ows, he conTcyed us back to Sky. We ■ 
landed at Port Re, fo called, becauie James the - 
Jifth of Scotland, wbo had the curiolity to vifit the-.- 
igands, came into it. 

The port is . made by an inlet of the fea, deep . 
ajud narrow, where a Ihip.lay waitiag to difpcople ■ 
Scy, by carrying the natives away to America. 

In coa{\ing Sky, we pafidd by the cavern in - 

which it is the cuflom, as Martin relates, to catch-. 

y^<ii. ia the ni^it, by mailing a £re at the entrance. 

This 
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This praAkc is difiifed ; for the binls^ as is known 

i^ten ro happen, have clianged their luunts. 

Here we Jiaed at a public houfe, I believe the 
only inn of the i£land, and having mounted our 
horicc, travelled in the manner already defcribed^ 
till we came to Kingfborough, a place diftinguiOv- 
cd by that name, bccauPe th« King 1-xlged here 
when he landed at' Port He. We were enterUrn^ 
ed with the ufualiiofpitatity 1:^^ Mr Mxcdonild and 
bis lady Flora. Macdonalil, a name that will be 
mentioned. ip.hiftory, and,. if courage and fidelity 
be virtues, mentioned with honour. She is a wo- - 
man c^ middle llature, foft featurei, gemle maik-,. 
nvrs, and elegant prefefice. 

Jd the niorauig.we fent etjr hnrfet round a pro- - 
montory to mtct us, and fpared ourrdves -part, of ■ 
the day's fatigue, by croffing an arm of the 1». 
We bad at hA fome difficstty in coming to.pUn'- . 
vsgan : for our way led over an eittenHve. moor, 
where every flep was to be taken with caution* . 
and wc were ofi*n obliged to alight, becattje the 
ground could not be truftfd. In travelling ihis 
watery flat. J percwved that it had-a vifible declr-i 
vify, and might without muchcxpcnce or difficul'. 
ty be drained, fifat difficulty and expencc are re- . 
Utive terms, which have diS«-<;nt meanings iif ■ 
diSb-ert places. 

To Dunvegan we catre, very wUling to be at 
reft ; and found our fatigue amply recompenfed bf 
our rcceptiun. I^y Madeod, who had liveJ 
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tnarpf years in England, was ncwiy come hither 
wkh her loo vrui four daughters, who knew all the 
arts of fouthem elegance, aad all the modes oi 
£nglilh economy. Here therefore we fettled, ami 
did not Qxjil the prcfcnt hour with thot^hts <^ de- 
parture. 

Dunvegan is a rocky prominence, that juts out 
into a bay, on the weft fide of Sky. The houfe^ 
which is the principal feat of Macleod, Is partly 
eld, and partly modem ; it is built upon the rock, 
and looks upon the water. It forms two fides of a 
Cnall fquarc : on the third fide is the fkeleton of 
a caftle of unknown antiquity, fiippofcd to have 
been a Norwegian fortrefst when the Dmus were 
tnafters of the illands. It is fo nearly entire, that 
it might have ealily been made habitat4e, were 
there not an ominous traditJon in the family, that 
the owner Jhbll not long outlive the reparatim. 

The graud£ithcr of the prefcnt Latrd, in- defi.< 
ance of predi^ion, began the work, but deli fted 
in a little tjine, and applied bis money to worle 
afes.. 

As the inhabitants of the Hebrides ]vnd for ma- 
ny ages» in continual expefiatioa of hoitilities, the 
chief of every clan rcfidcd in » fonrels. 'Phis 
houfc was accellible only from the water, till the 
lafl poffeCTor, opened an entrance by ftairs upon 
tl\e land. 

They had formerly reafon to he afraid, not on- 

1;^ of declared wars and authorifed invadc.-s, or of 

roving 
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roving pirates, which, in the northern feas, mull 
have been very common ; but of inroads and in* 
fults from rival chns, who, in the plcnitu4e of 
feudal independence, aOced no leave of their Sove- 
reign to make war on one another. Sty has been 
ravaged by a feud between the two mighty powers 
of Macdonaid and Macleod, Macdonald having 
married a Macleod, upon fome difcontcnt difmiHcd 
her, perhaps becaufe ftie had brought him no chil- 
dren. Before the reign of James the Fifth, ». 
Highland Laird mads a trial of his wife for a cer- 
tain time, and if Jhe did not pleale him, be was. 
then at liberty to fend her away. This, however,, 
muft always have oSended, And Macleod refenting 
the injury, whatever were its circo mftances, decla- 
red, that the wedding had been fclemnJzed without 
a bonfire, hut that (he feparacioa fiiould be better 
illuminated; and railing i little army fet fire to tbo 
territories of Macdonaid, who returned the vifit 
and prevailed. 

Another (lory may fhow the diforderly ftatc of 
infular neighbourhood. The inhabitants of the Id* 
of Eggi meeting a boat manned by Maclcods, tied 
the crew hagd and foot, and fet them a-dcift. Mac*- 
leod landed upon ^gi and demanded the t>0cnd« 
crs ; but the inhabitants refuting to furrender them, 
retreated to a cavern, into which they Hyiught 
th^ir pncmies unlikely to follow them. Macleod 
choked them with fmoke, and left them lying 
dcid by familKs.as they ftood, 

Here.- 
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'Here the violence of t'lc wtather confined us for 
Tome time, not at all to our djfconteiit or incon- 
coQveniencc. We would indeed very willingly 
have vifited the illands which might be fcen from 
the houfe fcatteredin tlie lea, and I was particular- 
ly deflrous to have viewed Ifay ; but the fturcis did 
not permit us to launch a boat, and we were condemo- 
ed to liften in idlencfi to the.wind, except when 
we were better engaged by HQening to the k^ 
dies. 

We bad here more winds than waves, and Tut 
fered the feverity of the teini)cft, without enjoying 
its magnificence. The fea being broken by the 
multitude of iOands, does not roar with lb much 
noife, nor beat the ftorm with fuch foamy vio- 
lence, as 1 have remarked on the conft of SuDcx. 
Though, while I was in the Hebrides, the wind 
was extremely turbulent, I never faw very high bil- 
lows. The country about Dunvegan a rough and 
barren. There arc no trees, except in the or- 
chard, which is a low IhcUercd fpot furrounded 
with a wail. 

"When this hcufe was intended to fuftain a fiegc, 
a well was made in the court, bj- boring the rock 
downwards, till water was found, which, though fo 
near to the fe.i, I have not heard mentioned as 
brackilh, though it has fome hardnefs, or Other 
({uallues, which make it Icfs fit for ufe ; and the 
ianiily is now belter fupplied from a ftrcam, 
which 



56 A JOURNEY TO TKB 

which runt by the j'ock, froca two plea£ng watei^ 
fatL. 
" Here we faw Tome tracci of former manners, 
-and beard fome Handing traditions. In -the houfe 
i« kept an ox's horn, hollotvcd fo as to hold per- 
haps two quarts, which the heir of Mackod was 
expefted to fwaljow at one draught, as a teft of liic- 
Kianbood, before he was permitted to bear arms, 
or could claim a feat among the men. It is held' 
the return of the Laird ^to Dunvegan, after any 
condderable abfencc, produces a plentiful capture 
of herrings, and that, if any woman cro^ the 
water to the oppofite ifland, the herrings will dc- 
fert the coaft. Boctius tells the fame of Iboac other 
place. This tradition is not uniform. Some hold 
that no woman may pafs, and others that nobe 
may pafe but a Maclcod. 

Among other guefts which the hofpitality of 
Dunvegan broitght to the table, a vifit was paid by 
the Laird a^d Lady of a fmall ifland fouth of Sky, 
of which the proper name is Mutui, which ilgnifies 

It is coramonly called Muck, which the proprie^ 
tor not liking, has endea^voured, without cffeift, to 
change to Monk. It b ufual lo call gentlemen in 
ScotlMid by ihe name of their polTellionB, as Raa- 
fay, Bcrnera, Loch Buy j a praftke neceffary in 
.countries inhabited by chns, where all that live in 
the fame territory have one name, and muft bfe 
iliereforc difcrimiuated by feme addition. This 
gentleman^ 
- ■ ..Cocjlc 
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gentleman, whofe name, I think, is Maclean, 
fhouM be regularly called Muck ,- but tLe appella- 
tion, which he thinks to be too coirfc for his if- 
land, he would like ftill lefs for himfelf, and he is 
therefore addrefled by the title of, Ifle of Muck. 

This little ifland, however it be named, is of Con- 
Hdcrable value, ft is two Englifli miles long, and 
three quarters of a mile brOad, and confequently 
contains only nine hnndrcd and fixty Englilh acres. 
It is chiefly arable. H^lf of this little dominion, 
the Laird retains ib his own hand, and on the o- 
ther half lived one hundred and Gxty perfona, who 
pay their rem by expofed corn. What rent they 
pay, we were not told, and could not decently en- 
quire. 

The Laird having all his people under his itne- 
diate view, feems to be very attentive to their bSp- 
pinefs. The dcVaftation of the fmall-pox, when it 
vifits places where it comes feldom, is well known. 
He has difarmed it of its terroar at Muack, by in- 
oculating eighty (^ its people. The expence was 
two Ihillings and fix»peiice a-heati. Many trades 
they cannot have among them, but iipon occafioa 
he ffetehes A finith from die Ifle of Egg, and has a 
tailor from the main land, fin times a-ysar. This 
ilknd well dcferved to be fe;n, but the Laird's ab- 
fence left us no opportunity. 

Every inha'bited idand hss Its afpenJant and 

fubprdinate iflets. Mucki however fmali, has yet 

other fmaller about it, one of which has 6nly 

I ground 
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ground fufiicient to afford pafture for tliree 

wethers. 

At Dunvegan I had tafted lotus, and wa* in dan- 
ger of forgetting that I was ever to depart, till Mr 
Bofwell fagely reproached mc with my fluggilhoefs - 
and foftnefs. I had no very forcible defence to 
make; and we agreed to furfoe our journey. Mac- 
leod accompanied us to Ulinilh, where wc were 
entertained by the fheriS'of the illand. 

ULINISK 

. Mr Macqueen travelled with us, and direAed 
our attention to all that was worthy, of obTeniation. 
With him we went to lee an ancient building, 
■called a dun or borough. It was a circular enclo- 
fure, about forty-two feet in diameter, walled 
round with loofe ftoncs, perhaps to the height of 
nine feet. The walls are very thick, diminiSiing 
a little towards the top, and though in thefe coutv- 
tries ftonc is not brought far, mufl have been rait 
ed with much labour. Within the great circle 
were feveral fmaller rounds'of wall, which formed . 
diftin^ apartments. Its date and its ufe arc im- 
known. Some fuppofe it the original feat of the 
chiefs of the Macleods. Mr Macqueen thought it 
a Danifh fort. 

The entrance is covered with flat ftones, and is 

narrow, becaufe it was neceSary that the ftones 

wfajch 
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which lie over it, fliould reach from one wall to 
the other , yet, ftrait as the pafTage is, they feem 
heavier than could have been placed where they 
now lie, by the naked flrcngth of as many men as 
might ftand about them. They were probably 
raifed by putting long pieces of wood under them, 
to which the aiftion of a long line of lifters might 
be applied. Savages, in all countries, have pa- 
tience proponiouate to their unlkilfulncfs, and arc 
content to attain their end by very tedious me- 
thods. 

If it was ever roofed, it might once have been a 
dwelling, but as there is no provision for water, it 
coDld not have been a fortrcfs. In Sky, as In 
every other pbce, there is an ambition of exalting 
whatever has furvivcd memory, to fome importmt 
iric, and reftrrlng it to very remote ages. I am in- 
clined to fufpeiS, that in lavlefs times, when the 
inhabitants of every mountain Aole the cattle of 
their neighbour, thcfc enclofures were ufed to fe- 
icure the herds and flocks in the night. Whch 
they were driven wiikin the wall, they might be 
ealily watched, and defended as long as could be 
needful i for the robbers liurft not wait till the in-. 
jurcd cUn fhould find them In the morning. 

The interior enciofures, if the whole building 
were once a houfe, were the chambers of the chief 
inhabitants. If it was a place of fecurity for cat- 
tle, they were probably the fhclLers of the kcep-. 
ers.. 

1. 1.. ' Erorq 
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From the Dun we were cordufted to another 
place of fecurity, a cave carried a great way under 
ground, which had been difcovcred by digging af- 
ter a fox. Thele caves, of which many have been 
found, and many probably remain concealed, are 
formed, I believe, commonly by taking advant^tge 
of a hollow, where banks or rocks rife on either 
fide. \{ no fuch place can be found, the ground 
muft foe cut away. The walli are made by piling 
flenes againll the earth, on eitherfide. It is then 
roofed by larger Aones laid acrofs the cavern, 
which therefore cannot be wide. Over the roof, 
turfs were placed, and grafs was fuftered to growj 
and the mouth was concealed by buihes, or fome 
other cover. 

Thefe caves were reprelented to us as the cabins 
of the firft rude inhabitants, of which, however, I 
am by no means perfuaded. This was fo low, that 
no man could Hand upright in it. By thdr con- 
ftruftion they are all fo narrow, that two can never 
paft along them together, and being fubterraneoi^s, 
they muft be always damp. They are not the 
work of an age much ruder than the prefent ; for 
they are formed with as much art as the conftruc- 
tion of a common hut requires. I imagine then 
to have been places only of occafional ufe, in 
which the iflander, upon a fuddcn alarm, hid his 
uten&b, or h:s clothes, and perhaps fometimes his 
wife aeij cbi!dre^, 

This 
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This cave we entered, but could not proceed 
the whole length, and went away without know- 
ing how far it was carried. For this onijffion wc 
fliall be blamed, as we perhaps have blamed other 
travtlkrs ; but the day was rainy, and ihe ground 
was damp. We had with us neither fpades nor.- 
t>ic1caxes, and if love of cafe rurnwunted ourdcfire 
of knowledge, thfe oHence has not the, iovidlouf- - 
ncfa ofiingularity. - 

Edifices, either ftandihg or ruined, >-r« the chief 
records of an illiterate nation. In fomc part of this 
journey, at no great diftance from our way, ftood 
a fhattered fortrcfs, of whicK the learned miiiifter, 
to whoJ« communication we- are much indebted, 
gave us an accoiint. . 

Thofe, faid Ke, are the wafts of a place of re- 
j'ilge, built in the time of James the Sixth,, by 
Hugh Macdonald, who was next heir to the digni- 
ty and fortune of hfe chief. Hugh, being fo near 
lus wifb, was impatient of delay ; and had art and 
influence fufficicnt to engage Icveral gentlemen in 
a.plo[ againft the Laird's life. Soiiicthing muft be 
Aipulatedon both ildes; for they. would not dip 
ibeir hands i» blood merely for Hugh's advance- 
ment. The compafl: was formally written, Cgned 
by the cbnJpirators, and placed in the hands of one 
Mcleod, 

It happened th^t Macleod had fold lonie cattle ■ 

to a drover, who not having ready money, gave 

&im a bond for payment. The debt wai dilchar-- 

^■3- ged,. 

. .. Cooylc 
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gcd, and the bond re-demanded ; which iVIacleod, 
who cculd not read, itttcading to put into his 
hands, gave him the confpiracy. The drover, 
when he had read the paper, delivered it privately 
to MacdonalJ, who being thus informed of bis 
danger, called his friends together, and provided 
for bis fafety. He made a pubUc feall, and ibviting 
Hugh Macdonald and his confederates, placed 
each of them at the table between two men of 
known fidelity. The compaA of confpiracy was 
then Ihewn, and every man confronted with bis 
own name. Macdonald afled with great moder- 
ation. He upbraided Hugh, both with difloyalty 
and ingratitude ; but told the reft, that he conHder* 
cd them as men deluded and miiinformed. Hugh 
was ffforn to fidelity, and difmifled with his com- 
panions V but he was not generous enough to be re- 
claimed by lenity ; and finding no longer any coun- 
tenance among the gentlemen, endeavoured to ex- 
ecute the faroe defign b)^meaner hands. In this 
• practice he was detefled, t^^en to Macdonald's caf- 
tle, and imprifoncd in the dungeon. When he was 
hungry, they let down a plentiful meal of faked, 
meat; and when, after his rcpaft, be called for 
drink, conveyed to him a covered cup, which, 
when he lifted the lid, be found empty. From. 
that time they vifiied himno mc^e, but left htm la 
peiilh in folltude and darkneis. 

We were then told of a cavern by the fca-fide^ 

remarkable for the powerful reverberation of 

founds. 
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founds. After dinner we took a boat, to explore 
this curious cavity, Tlie boatmen, who fcemcd to 
be of a rank above that of common drudges, in- 
quired who the Grangers were, and being told we 
came one from Scotland, and the other from Eng. 
land, afkcd if the Kngtilhman could recount a long 
genealogj. What anfwer was given them, the 
conTcrfatioQ being in Erlc,^ I was not much inclia- 
ed to examine. 

TheyeXpefled no good event of the voyane; foi; 
one of them declared that he heard the cry of an 
Englilh ghoft. This omen I was not told till af- 
ter our return, and therefore cannot claim the dig^ 
nity of defpifing It. 

The fea was fmooth. We nevei- left the fliore» 
and came without any difafter to the cavern, which 
we found rugged and milhapen, about one hundred 
and eighty feet long, thirty wide in the broadeft 
part, and in the loftiefV, as we gucETed, about thir- 
ty high. Xt W9S now d);^ but at high water the 
iea rifes in it near tix fejf . Here I faw what I had , 
never fecn before, limpets and mufTcls in their.natar- 
al ftate. But, as a new tellimony to the veracity of 
common fame, here was no echo to be heard.. 

We then walked through a natural arch in the 
rock, which might have plcafcd us by its novelty, 
had tlie Hones, wiiich encumbered our fret, given 
^ leifuie to confider it. We were (town the gum- 
Qiy feed of the kelp, that faf^ns itfelf to a floi)e„ 
from which it grows into a ftrong ftalk. 

In 
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In our return, we found a little boy upon tlie 
point of a rock, catching vitb his angle> a fiipper 
for the family. We rowed up to him, and bor- 
rowed his rod, frith which Mr Bofwcll caught a 
caddy. 

The cuddy is a fi(h of which I know not the 
philoTophical name. It is not much bigger than a 
gudgeon, hut b of great ufe in thdc Iflands, as it 
affiirds the lower people both food and oil for 
their 1 -.Tips. Cuddies are fo abundant, at fome 
tiin« of the year, that they arp caught like white- 
bait in the lliantes, only by clipping a bafket and 
draving it back. 

If it were always prafticiblc to fiffi, theft Iflands 
could never be in much diuiger from famine ; but 
onhappily in the winter, when other pronJion 
faik, the feas arc commonly too rough for' nets, oe;- 
Koats. 

TALlSKEn m SKt: 

From niinifli, our next ftage was to Talifker,. 
Ale houfe of coloaet Macleod, an cifficer in the- 
Dutch fcrvice, WhW in this time of univcrfal peace, , 
has for fcveral years b^n permitted to be ibfcnt 
from his regiment. Having been bred to phyfic, 
he is conftquently i fcholar, and his lady, by ac- 
i:ompan^g him in his different places of refidence, 
it become IkilM infcTeid languages. Talifker is 
the. 
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tlie place beyond atl that I have fcen, from which 
the gaf and the jovial fecm utterly excluded ; and 
where the hermit might expefl to grow old in me- 
diiation, without poflibiiity of diilurbance or inter- 
ruption. It is fituated very near the lea, bui upon 
a coall where no vedel lands but when it is driven 
by a temped on the rocks. Towards the land aife 
lofty hills ftrcaming with water-falls. The garden 
is flieltered by firs, or pines, which grow there fo 
profperoufly, that fome, which the prefent inhabi- 
tant pbnied, are very high and thick. 

At this place we very happily met Mr. Donald 
Maclean, a young gentleman, the eldeft fon of 
the Laird of Col, heir to a very great extent of 
land,- and fo defirous of improving his inheritance, 
that he Ipcnt a conliderable time among the far- 
mers of Hertfordlhire, and Hamplhire, to leara 
their pra^ice. He worked with his own hands at 
the principal operations of agriculture, that he 
might not deceive himfelf by a ftUe opinion o£ 
Ikill, which if be Ihould find it deficient at home, 
he had no means of completing. If the world has 
agreed to praife the travels ^and manual laliours of 
the Czar of Mufcovy, let Col have his fliare of tlu 
like applaufe, in the proportion of his domjniona to 
the empire of Ruilia. 

This young gentlem; n was fporting in the moun- 
tains of Sky, and when he was weary with follow- 
ing his game, repaired for lodging to Talilter. At 
nijjht he miiJed one of his dogs, and when he went 



r, Gt>OyIc 



I©6 A JOURNEY TO THE 

to feek him in the morning, fjund two eagles feed- 
ing on hU carcafe. 

Col, for he mud be named by his pofltflions, 
•heartDg that our intention waff to siTit Jona; offer- 
ed to conduf): us to his chief, Sir Allan Maclean, 
who liveJ in the iile of Inch Kenneth, and would 
readily Hnd us a con^'enieqt -paff^ge. From this 
lime was foriicd an acquaintance, which being t»e- 
gim by Itindntfs, was accidentally continued by con- 
-ftraint ; wc derived much pleafure from it, and I 
hope have given him no reafon to repent it. 

The weather was now almoft one continued 
Aonh, and we were to fnatch fame happy inte'r- 
miffion to be convened to Mull, the third ifland of 
.the Hebrides, lying aboot a degree fouth of Sky^ 
■whence we might c^y find our way to Inch Ken- 
neth, Whefe Sir Allan Maclean refided, and aftef- 
■*ard to Jona. 

For this purporc, the moft commodious ftation 
lh« wc could talic was Armidel, which Sir Alei- 
'Snder Macdonald had now left to a gentleman, 
who lived there ashis.faftor or fleward. 

In our way to ArmidcI, was Coriatachan, where 
we had already been, and to v/hich therefore we 
were Very willing to return. We llaid howcve'c 
fo long at TaliiSer, that a great part of our jour- 
ney was performed in the gtoom of the evening. 
In travelling evcii thus almoft without light thro' 
nalced folitude, when there is a guide «*ofe con- 
duft may be truftcd, a mind nOt naturally too 
mucti 
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mach difpofed to fear, m^Ly prcferve Tome ilegree 
of cKecrfulnefs > but whaL muit be the foliciiude of 
him who Ihould be wandering, among the craggs 
and hollows, bejiightcd, ignorsuit, and alone t 

The fi^ons. of the Gothick romances were not 
fo remote'ff oin credibility w they arc now thought. ' 
In the full prevalence of the feudal inftitution, / 
wh«n violence defotated the world, and every ba- 
ron lived in a fortrefs, forefts and caftles were regu- . 
larlyTucceedcd by each otlier, and the adventurer 
niighl vcryfuddenlypafi from the gloom of woods, 
or the ruggednefs of moors, to feats of plenty, gaie- 
ty, and magnificence. Whatever is imaged in 
the wildeO tale, if giants, dragons, and enchaot- 
ment be excepted, would be felt by him, who, 
-wandering in ihe mountains without a guide, or 
upon the fca without a pilot, fliould be carried, a- 
midn Ills terror and uncertainty, to the hofpitality 
and elegance of Raafay or Dunvegan. 

To Coriatachan at laft we came, and found our- 
selves welcomed as befere. Here we ft^id two 
days, and made fuch inquiries as curiofity fuggeft- 
ed. The houfe was filled with company, among 
whom Mr Macpherfon and bis fifter diftinguiflied 
themfelves by their polite nefs and accomplilh- 
ments. By him we were invited to Oftig, a houfe 
not far from Armidel, where we might cafily hear 
of a boat, when the weather would fufier us to leave 
the ifland. 

OSTIG 
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OS TIG IN SKT. 

At Oflig, of which Mr Macphcrfon is minifter, 
we were entertained for fome days, then removed 
to Annidel, There we £nilhed our obfervations on 
theiiland of Sky. 

As this iflaiid lies in the fifty-feTenth degree, 
the air cannot be ibppofed to have much warmtb. 
The long continuance of the fun above the horizon 
does indeed fometimcs produce a great heat in nor- 
thern latitudes ; but this can only ha|^>en in fhel- 
t«rcd places, where the atmofphere is to a certain 
degree ftagnant, and the fame mafs of air conti- 
nues to receive for many hours the rays of the fun, 
and the vapour* of the earth. Slcy lies open on 
the wefl and north to a vaft extent of ocean, and 
is cooled in the fummer by perpetual ventilation, 
but by the fame blafts is kept warm in winter. 
Their weather is not plealiog. Half the year is 
deluged with rain. From the autumnal to tlie 
Temal equinox, a dry day is hardly known, except 
when the fliowers are fufpended by a tempeft. 
Under fuch fkies can be expefted no great exub^ 
rauce of vegetation. Their winter overtakes iheir 
fummer, and their harveft lies upon the ground 
drenched with rain. The autumn ftruggles hard 
to [uroducc fome of our early fruiti. 1 gathered 
goofebcrrics in September ; but they vrete fmall, 
and the hufk was thick. 

Thwr 
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Their wimef i« icMom Tuch as pots i fall flop 
:to the growth of plants, &t reduces xhs cattle to 
live whoitf on the furplufagc of the fummcr. in 
■Ac year Jeventy-ose they bad a fevcra fcafon, re* 
memberdlhjr tbcname of the Black ^riag, from 
whkh the Mluid has ncrt yet rbccnrcred. Thernow 
liy long upon the ground, a -calamity hardly kb own 
before. Pait of their cattle died for vint, ftut 
•were unfcafonabty fold' 10 buy fudenance for the 
•(rners) and, 'riwt l4uTCBot nxd or heard of 
before, the kise Aat AnviTfd were fo'cnaciatcd 
and dijpirite^ thai th^ (M Hot requk-e the malt 
-At the ufad tinw. Mai^ oftbe Toebncks periflw 

The foil, u in ether countries, has its djverfitien 
in fame parts there is oniy a thin layer «f eaitli 
fpread upon'a^ock, which bears nothing but ibort 
iH^own heath, and -perhaps U not genCr^ capatde 
«f any bett^ proJa&. There ere many bogs -or 
-moHesof grentcror lefst^tent, where^he foil (An- 
-not be foppo^-to vr^vx depth, though It H tot 
wet for die j^ngh. But ve did not'oUenre in 
^hefe vij aqnatick ]daQts. The Tallies and' the- 
mountains'are alike daricened with heath. Some 
:grafs, however, grows here and thire, and fomf 
tisppler Ipots ef e!>rth are cnpaUe ef tillage- 

-Thcii'DgmcpliiM-e is laboricuis,,and perhaps t» 

thtit ftetilt than anflcilfu!< Th«ir 'chief mdnffe is 

^n-uecd, which, When they lay Jt to rot npon the 

Ccid, ^m* them a better cr<qp thitB Chefe of the 

£ Highlands. 
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Hi%hUadt. They heap -lea flieUi open .the doTig- 
hiil, nhtcK ia time moulder into a fertillfiDg iub- 
ftance. When they .-find i van of earth wbcFS 
they cannot ufe it, they dig it up, and^dd it to the 
mould. o£ a more coramodious ^ace. 
' The corn grounds often lie in Jiich intricacies 
jsmong the craggs that .ihcre is no somn for the 
adion of a team and plough. Xhe-foil is then tura^ 
ed up by muiual .labmir, with an inflniment caU- 
-ed a crooked fpadc, of a form and weight which 
to ntc appeared jery tncommodigas, and would 
perhaps'beToctti unproved in z'conatry where worlc- 
nien conld be «ifi)y found and eafily paid. It has 
a narrow blade of iron, fixed, to ^ long and heavy 
piece of woixl,-wbi<^ muft hav^ about a foot and 
a half abovc.thc Jtnn, almeeor fleaure with the 
angle downwards. When the firmer .^scounters 
a Done which is tbcgKati(i^)ediincDt' of his opera- 
lions, be dnves the blade under-it, and bringing 
the knee ol- anglc.to the groood, ;has in the long 
^^tidle a/*cryforcible levtr. 

According to the diSsrent jnode of iill)ge, &rma 

we iJiftingtiiflicd into h>ng land.and •Ihori land. 

Long land.is that whichaSbrds roem for a plough, 

and rtiort land.is tjltnediup by the fpade. 

■ Thegrain which th(^ commit to the furrow* 

■thus tediouPy formed, i« cither oati or bariey. 

They do not fow'bafley without vcity aqitoas ma* 

«ure, and then they eipe£l from it ten for on«, as 

^:wcreare equal to that of better couottjesj but the- 

.culture 

•. ..Coojlc 
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cttlturc is fo operofc -that they content themfelves 
commonly. wiihoals', and who can relate without 
c«>mp.iffiiin, that after aE their ■diligence they ard 
TO cKpeft orrfy-a triple incwafe ?■ h is in ^aio to 
hope for plenty, when a third pai-t of the harvell 
muft be retrwd- for feedi- ' 

When tlrclr grain is arrived at the (lat* whitil 
they muft confidcr as ripcnefs, they do notoit, 
hot* pull the barley, to the oats they api»!y ihi 
fickle. Wheel carriageythey have none, but make 
^.frame of timber, which is drawn by one boric 
VitU the two- points brfiindprcffing on the ground. 
On this tlicy fonictimcs drag home their flieavcs, 
■but often convey .thBiii,^9nK in s'fcind ofopyi pi- 
xrhrr.cr^ra-r.eof ntcks upon tV. hoifc'i bacl^r 

Of that which is oh.ained with fo much difficul- 
ty, Bothing fiirely ou^ht to be w-afted ; yet their 
-method of clstrrmg their oats from the hulk is by 
parching them • in the ilrawj Tfaw wiih the gs^ 
nuiae impr«vidienc« of fivages, they dtftrojr that 
-fedder for want of ■irhich their cattle Jhay.periilu. 
^■om this praflice tKejr hav» two p=?y couvcnicn^ 
x)«3.' They dry tte- grdin fo thst it' j^ eafijy/ reduh 
<ed to moalf and they eicape the theft of the thf c(h>- 
cr. The tafte contraftcd from the fire by the 
*ats, as by every oiherfcorchod fabftance, u£: muJi 
long ago have made gratefii!.' Tho oats that art 
«ot parched rauft be drkdin a kija,' 

The barn»' of Sky I never Taw^ Thit which 

U->Gt£oJ of -Raafay had crcOed near his houfe vnn 

Kj fif. 
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fo contrivtJ, becayfe the birvcft is feUbm fir«ugh« 

))ome dry, as by pcrpcluot fcifiatipa be prcvcot the 

nww from heatjDg^ 

. Of their gardou I cur ja%:;«Bfy &om their 

tabln. I did aot obrcne thar Ih^cotnmon greon». 

were wanting, a^d ftippoie, that K7 cboofing atb 

vdvantageoBs expoii^n, thcycanraiib alLtheiwwe 

Jug-dy cfculent plants. Of vegctjbte fragrance op 

heauty they aw: not yet ftudiput. Etw vows are; 

made to Flora in the Hebrides. 

Ihcy gather a little hay, but the gpafs is mowi* 
Jatcj and is A» often almoft dry and again ^erywtt,. 
before it It. lieuM, that it becomes, a coIIe^on o£ 
withered ftallcs without taftc or fragrance ; it rouft 

moft Engiilh fariTirs woiflJ be thrown xwvf.- 

In tbe iflanda I have not h«wd that any fubter- 
raneous trcafuees haw been difcovercd,. iheugK, 
■where there jbtc mQantains, there are tomoJODly 
jninerals. Ot* of tb« rocks to Col haa.a Mactvein* 
iin«gincdto<foo6ftoflbp M* «f lead i b«t it was, 
*c^cr y« opened o» e%e4. Jn Sky a Wacfc 
-maii «a» accidenally picked up, wad. btpaght ior 
.10 the houfc of ilr ««»«■ of *I« l»d> **" ^<™°* 
■Jumfclf Arong^ iiwliped »0 Uiink it 9 coal, but uo- 
Juj^y it did nol huiix'» tXtt^fixnacj. Cammoo 
■ores would be here of »o B«at. '"'«« * ^^ "*»' 
requires tobcftparated. by fipc,.imjft. if « ««* 
iound^f be canied away in. U? tsiBcrsd flate, here 
btiag no icwel for the fineiting-hwft « fcrge. 
Perhaps. 

. .. Cooylc 



Sfe-h^ps bydilJgent fearc% in th» world of ftonr,-. 
fome valuable fpcdesof marltlo iti^ht be difcOYercd.' 
Rit netehcT phllorophicil carfofin-, nor commerci- 
)(V induftry, liave»y«t fiiwd'tbwr abodoherc, wlitriS 
tiie itiafiortBnity«f-inMncdl.ite-wam (upptie4 but fcr 
the d^y, and craving on (he morrow, has left littld 
roomforexcurii^lEiaanrledge or the plcafirtgfan- - 
dcs of diftant prolir: 

. Thry -have lately .fbund 3 manufa Aure conGcl<fr' 
ably lucrartive. Their rockr abound w'th kdp, a 
fda-piant, of nltidi the ailitr are mrited into glaOi 
■They-bilm kelp in'great quantities, and then fend if 
away in ftfips, wJiieb cone regnlarly-to purcliafe , 
^hetnt This-ncw fouwe of riches h«s raifed the 
rents of many inari%<nic farms ; but -the tenants 
pf^, like ill-Dther tenants theaddiiionalJ-eRfwith- 
great umriliingoeiV ; ,bccvt«Ii t)»ef cenfider- tho 
profitsof the kelp as^the mere produfl of perfbnai . 
larbour, towhich ths Undlord -ton tributes net km j. . 
Hdwcver, as any man may befaid to gwe whatte; 
^ves th© powcF o^'gnning, he -h« ccrCBnly as 
much right to pro St. from -the price of* kelp as of, 
Miy thing flfefodnd^raHed upOTi-his ^onnd. 

'niis-newtraJ©-hSs«ldted-along and eager lii 
t^atiim between Macdonald and Macteod, for a 
ledge of. rocks, whkhi till- the value of kelp wa^ . 
knowDi o«Khcr,of^hem'deCKd the reputation ot". 
ppfeffingA 

The cattle of Sky arcnotfij" fmalTas is commoif- 
i^ believed. Since they have fent their beeves in . 
K-<J great . 
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great nombcrs to fimthem marts, they hant prob^ 
Xiy Uteft more an o£ their braoi. At flwied 
tiiiiet ibb tiamol growth of caHle b driven to a. 
^r^ b^ 1 genera] drowr, aod vidL the non^jr 
wbjch kc ttturni t^r ttic ^tfancr, the rents sre 

The price rpgoiarfy oupoAed^is- frofn. twt^ta 
lh^';e pounds a head*; there was once one fald fbs 
£ve poondB. Th«; gofisn the iflambvcrf lean,, 
^darfrnoc pSercd to> ^» butcher till dicy have 
been iDBg fatted in En^ilh paflons. 
. Of tbekt Uack aaitle, lWear« widiout hoftis^ 
flailed by ibe-Scots butnbia ctnof, an we call a bec 
uihumbU bee, that- wnwi^-fliagi Whether this- 
4U£br«9ic&befpecifiChOi»ac«>4eDtal,.tbo«ghwe eo> 
Quired. with gieat ^ligcnoe, ^rc eoald nokbe i»~ 
lovmed;. 'Wc anc not veagr fuicthal the bntl b 
eWP, widt^t tioras» tbpa^ i**b»e been told tbat- 
fiich b«lb tbeiv arei^ What « Qrodacedby put- 
ting a:boi!Rcd>and' tn qphoiifed m)^ and. female 
'tiogethei>, oaiBiui hw vt^ tt^Mv that thmight the 
Tcfult worth;jt of'ol^rvutioa- 

"Xhcir liarfes «»,. IJke .their 'cowt, of a modente: 
£■£& I bad nodiCCuky tonounfc-m^&lflemnsio- 
^uH^ b; the fkvour of tbe gentliiiMBk I bewd. 
«iF very little cows, in Barra, and vcrf- Uttlbherftis- 
w Ruia,.whiDre,. BOt^^P* no eaie is takcntto pra> 
vest that diminution of fize, which muft- a l wij y 
bap^fc wl^g^me ^cMei: flud. tc&- coptdaK prt>> 
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tfrifiwoafly, aii4 tlM TOKcg aoinul «- nftniiwd 
£nH» growth bj* penury ^f {jafi^amou 

The goat u the gCBcra) inhmbitanf. of lti« e>Ttb>. 
^on^jtog nwb Qvi^ tfiffcrviM of oliidBtCr and of 
fwi. The goati q{ the H«lirUcs arc like Mbcci : 
oor did I bcw q»f tfain^ of t^cii £hcep to be par- 
«icu)v>x mniiked. \ 

In the penury of thde maligonc re^oiUj a»> 
^hing » left that can be comcneU to food. Tbe 
(oois vid the l%ieep are raiUEodlikc cowa. A &t- 
^e KictA of a goat iaa<{uaTt^andof a fltcepapint* 
Such, at Icaft, was dK account,; which I could ex* 
€rA£i firom tlioic of wliooi I am not furc that tbej' 
«Tcr had inqiuired. 

Tlie mi}k. oF goats it moch diiimer than that of 

cows, and that vf Qkep is much thicker. Sbeeps- 
: raiDc i* ■ aevet eaten before ir is boiled l as it » 
.ttiick.'it Dinft be very liberal of curttaod the pe»- 

^e of St Kilda form it ijoto fioalt checfcs. 

Thfr l^s of the mountains are IcTi than thofe 

«f oat paska* or fonfts, pcriup* not Ugger thao 

mu- bS.<m daer. Their flclh haa no- ranknefa, nor 

b infieriw iii flavour toronrcoounen venlibo, Xhc' 
,raeb«ek».lacit&in'ia>rBort«a«d,. ThcTe are nor 

countries for » regular chalV. The deer are not 
' drivca with horn and bounda. A Iponroun, with* 
■ his gun in ifh hand, watches the anunal. ai^ 
.^i^enhe lm~^fovoded bioh. uacci him by the 

Wood. 
' The; bare 9 nee of brituled grcjduuaKls lai^vr 
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^ hhI nroAgff tlian ihoTe vidk wluch wr cotirft - 
hares, and thtofi ate tbcMt^ddgs.ufcd'. by. thcon 
Am* thechafc.. 

an ovinmKh fisr^dMr irAaaii,- tteitia-'all com^ 
1ries,vhe^e:t)lle7^ate'ilr 1^, tb* wiM-^part- of th« 
creation Jeniibljdlnriiiifliesj 'ftere wilV probibtf 
itot be long cMierdagi or roebucks intbriflAnde. 
■Al! thebeaflsofcfaafc would have been- loft lonji. 
ago 'In couotriei #ril ' b^udrfted* bad tlwf ' ndt 
■been- prefctvcd by 1jw< fisr the please of the ^ 
■rich. 
, ". There we in -ffliy neither nts ner'Tnice,.but th* ■ 
weaJel is To , frequenr, that he is heard in hou&s-. 
rattling b^indchefis or- beds, a> rats-tn- England.. 
They probably oweto his predominance- that they 
'haTc no- other- vermin ^forfince the gr«t mt toofc 
poflcffion-ofthis part of the T»t»rid, fcaree-a fliip' 
mn touch at any portj bu^fbme of hfo race an left- 
bthind. They have vithiii' tkefe fiw yeaW began - 
to'infefl the ifl^ of Coli iwhere, being left -by. fome- 
iradihg vcfiBi^tbeyhxseincreafed-rorwant of wea-- 
lels looppftft'them, 

The inhabitants«f Sfey, knd of thft otter ifl-inds,> 
whichlliave-ften, are cemmonlj' of -the- middle 
ftarure, iwith f«wcr amcng them very tall-' or' very 
fiiort; than are ficnin EAglaod , 'or perhaps ,'a( their- 
Twmbcrs are fitialf, the-chanee)^ of 'Miy -deviatidii 
from the common meafurc are ncccfllarily -few. 
The taih^TBcn thjt I faw amoag Acm art of thff- 
_ iii)iu~. 
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^gbw raolc. In reg^oDC of tuneniwi* and -feiKi* 
ky, the hmwn race is hindered in kt growth bf 
the hme cznOs its other animiU. 

The kdtes hue ai much beauty here as ig other 
placcsr but bloom and fohnefs are not to be ekpeA> 
!Ul among the loner clallei, whofe fasci are expo- 
ivd to the ni(leii£& of the climate, and whofe fta* 
tares a>e fbmetimes contfaAcd b)c vant, and fome' 
times hardened bf the bUib. Supreme beantf i». 
feldom found in cottagn oc work-lhops, even 
vhcf e no real bardihips are fuStcred. To expand. 
the'huinan.faceto its^f^H pecfcftioii, it &ems nev 
ceflary that the mind Ihould cooperate ^7 phcid* 
nefs of cootem, or coBiaeulads.of fiiporiorit^^ 

xnc<r.tnTngMriS[>n>|>urHu»)ifc iw riwnt nut-, 'i>»^ 
(liey arc accuilcKn;cd to run upon rough ground, 
and there&tre can viih great agility Sup over ilic 
hc^g] or ciambez Uie mountain. For » csaipugn ii^ 
ihe waAes of Ajnerica, foldicrs b«ltei ^.ualificd 
could not have been found' Having little war)c to- 
do, they are not wi'.Uo^ nor perha^is abjc to esu 
dare » long conttnoance «( manual labour, and 
#re thercfbic conJi^liMed' w habittfally idl^. 

Having never bsen fupplied with thefe accom^^ 
fnodaiions, which life euengvttjr divcrlifled witk 
trades, aflbxds, tlicy fi"py>iy tiheir wants by very in- 
fttfiirieBt thJfts, and endure manj^ inconvenienciesj 
vhich a liule atlentioa vould oiily rdieve. J 
have Iceit a horfe carrjing home the hafwit cm 9 
cru& Undec hi» uil -mi? » ftiik fw % wpwi 
h41 
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bel<l at the two ends by twifts of Rnw. Hemp 
will grow in their iflands, and therefore ropes maj; 
be had. If they wanted he.-np,,ihef might make 
Setter cordage of rudits, or.perhaps of nettles, thatt- 
of draw. - • y 

Their method of life neither fecnrcs them per* 
petual health, nor expofcs^ them ro any particular 
dtfeafes. 'lliere are phylicians mI the iQInds, whof 
1' believe, aU praftife chimrgcry, and all compound 
thc'r o:»n medicines. 

It is gcnernlly fuppofed that life is- longer in 
places where -there arc few opportunities of luxiP 
fy; batl ibnndno inflance here of extraordinary - 
I*ngE»iry.. AreWtag^ grows oWover tii> oaten 
cr,tr:, iit:^^ sdezcr, =t-5i tonic toit.- JteumUtttl- 
fetdom .incommoded by corpulence. Poverty pre* 
fcrves bim frorii finking under the burden ofhini* 
felf, but he'cfcBpes no other injury, oftime. In^ 
fiances of long life are often related) which tho(&.- 
who hear them are more willing to credit thad 
C««mtne. To-be told'thatany man has attained *■■ 
hundied - yeans gives hope and comfort to hiirt 
who flands trem!^g on thebrink-oC his o^vn cliii' 
Tnaflcrlck> - ■ 

Length of life.is diftributed' impartially to vcrf^. 
different modes of life in very. different climates;., 
wad the- mountains have no greater example* of age 
uid health than- the low lands, where I vmi intro- 
iicccl toflwo lidies of high quality j one of whomj 
ifl her «irie«^o*i»4i yearf preGded a* her table 
wIUlj. 
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STHh the £uU exercilc of all her powers \ »ni the 
other has attained htr dghtj-fburth, without any 
diminuEioQ of vivacity, ami with little rc^on -to 
sccufe time with depredations oa her beauty. 

In the iflands, as in aioR ether p)aces> the inh»- 
bitantsare of dificrent rank, and one docs not cti- 
-croach here upon another. Where there is no 
-commerce nor manubflure^ he that is horn poo^ 
.^an fcarcely become rich i -and iJf nene are able 
to bof eftates, he that is born to land cannot an- 
vihilate his family "^ fdling it. This was once 
the ftatc of thefc countries. Peihaps there is no 
-example, till within a century and a half, of at^ 
^family whofe efiatc was alienated, othsrwlTe than 
by vtotence or forfeiture. Since money has been 
brought amongft them, they have found) IJkeo- 
thert, the art of fpending more than they receive^ 
and I faw with^rief, the.chicf(^« very ancient 
^lac, whoTe ifljnd was -condemned by law 40 be 
. fold fiw the {atisfa£l:io» of liis creditors. 

The name of the higheft dignity -isljaird, of 
xhich there are in the ex.ten£v|; hie of Sky only 
-Xlirec, Macdonald, Maclebd, and Mackinnon. The 
Laird is the origiaai owner of the land^ whofe na- 
tural power muft be very great, -where no man 
iives but.by-agMCuIturei and'where the prodace 
vof theJand biKtt conveyed throi^gh the labyrinths 
jof tta^c, but paflTes dire£lly &om the hand that ga- 
-thers it to the mouth that nts it. The Laird has 
4U.thafcia.bili.powcr that can live ijpo&iiis farms. 
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Kings citt) (br the ffioO patt, odK CKafcor degride. 
T%e l^ifd M plcaftrrC <:an feed or ftart-f, «an give 
btcad, orw^AhoWit. Thi- '•hereJitpoWCTWasyrt 
ilreagtboitcd'bytlie1tindn<'fs«f ctmfartguin^ty, and 
the rcttrence of patiiarcltal atnhorhy. The Laird 
. *na the htha of xbt Clan, ihd his tehuits coa>- 
Sundy^otv bk name. Aad to th^c prmciplcB of 
«i!iginal command wa« added, for many ages, an 
■cKdufive light ef kgal jurifdidiDn. 

litis nmhi^irious, and eucnfive obligation o^e- 
nted with fijpce fcareely cMdible. K«■e^y duty, 
moral or political, was aKorbed in afl^e^ion and 
•dhercuce t6 the Chief. Not many years hrte pxC- 
fed lince the dans knew no Jaw but the Laird*« 
»ill. H* told them to vbam they fliotdd be friendt 
t)r«nemks, what k}ng they fhould obey, And what 
teligion tkey fliould profefi. 

W*ienthe Scota flrft rofein antra agahift tlie 
fiicccffiofl of the houfe of Maoov^r, towt, the 
Chief of the FrafeW, was in exile for 3 r»pe. The 
Ftattw were Tcry numerou;, and very zealous a- 
gaittft. the govemmcDt. A pHt^on was fcnt t* 
1.0V3I. He caoie to the Engliih painp, and th^ 
thn immediately dcfeitcd to him. 

Next in dignity to the I^tnt Is the T«t(inan | 
i large taker or leaft-holder of land, ef "wfcicli hm 
keeps a part, as a doitiain io his own hind, and 
left putt » undeMenaWs. The tacfefman it jvt^ 
ceAarlly a mantapAteof FecunogtotheE^d tJii 
wliolc r:At, and is commonly a colliRer»I idaiioih 
Thefc 



'fhefe tacks, er liibordmatc poflcffiona, were long 
')c»DlideTcd'33 bcredttuT, aod-tbe occupant wu dit 
~tingiii{hcd by- the name of the place at-wliich hs 
reftd«d. -He-beld^aoiddleftation, by which the 
highcft and the h>weft orders were coaaeAet]. He 
:paid rest and rercrsnce to the-Lailtl, and received 
-ifaein from the tenants. ThittranFe ftiUfnbCfts^ 
with its origiisl operatJDB, batnot'with the.prinu- 
^tire flability. 'Since -the iflanden, no loager con- 
tent to liM;, -hwc learncil the defire of growing 
'rich, Ml anciCBtdependeiitisindanger of giving way 
'U) a h^her t»ddcF, at the expence of domelUc dig- 
-~nit7 and hereditary pOwer. The 'iVanger, whofe 
'money buys hioijirefercnce, confiderslunlfdf aspay- 
-isg for all that he has, and is iadifl^ent abont the 
'I*B>rd*s honour orfafety. The coimsodioufoefs of 
-money is 'indeed great ( but there are fomc advan- 
tages which money cannot btiy, and which there* 
'fore no w^e man-^iU by the -loTe of money be 
-tempted to forego. 

I have found in the hitbcf jatls of Scotland, 
■men not defcftive-in judgment or general experii 
*)ice, who cOnfider the Tackimftl as-a ulelefs bur- 
den on^hc ground, as a drOne who lives upbn the 
■produft of an.cftatf, without the right of -proper- 
ty, or ihe merit of labour, and Who impevcriflies 
• at once the landlord and the tenant. The land, fay 
■they, is let to the Tackfman at fijyjcncc an aero, and 
. hy him to the tenant at tenpence. Lct'the oWntr be 
<he immediate landlord to all the tenants^ if be 
i» fets 
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ftts the grouBd al cigbtpencc, he will tncreal« his 
revenue by a fonrtK part, and the tcouit'i burden 
Mili be diminilhcd by a iifth. 

Thc& who purfne this tnua of realxmlng, feem. 
not fufficiently to iaqaire whither it wiH lead ^h"^, 
nor to know that k vull equally fiiow the pn^ie- 
ty of fiippreiCiig 2II whdcTale trade, of Autting up 
the Qiops of every man, who Jells what be does nat- 
make, aod of extmdi^ all vboie agenqF and profit 
intervene hetween thesuoxiia^hu'er jiad tbecon- 
fumcr. They may, by ftretcbiag th«r imdcrfiwd- 
ings a little wider, coutpvdbend* that aH thofe vrh» 
iff undertaking large quantities of nanufa^r^ 
and afibrding cmploynient 10 mBDy- labourers,' 
laake isbemfelTes. confidered as bcaebflors lo tlw 
public, have on^ been robbing their workmen 
with one hand, said their cuftomers vnth the other. 
K Crowly had fold only what be could make, an21 
a'i his Imiths had wrought their own iron with 
their own hammers, he would have lived on lefi^ 
and they would have fotd their work fop more. 
The falaries of fuperintendants and derks would 
have been partly faved, and partly fl>ared, and 
naiU been Ibmetimcs cheaper by a farthing in a 
hundred. But then if the 'fmith could not 
have found an immediate purchafer, he muA 
have deferted bis anvil ; if there had by accident * 
been at ;any time jnore fellers than buyers, the 
ivorkmen muft have reduced their profit to no- 
thing, by uttderlslUBg one another) and as no 



WESTERN I3LAKD3, &C. 133 

■^rat ftodE could have bem ill any hand, no. fad- 
dea demand of large quantides could have been 
anffferedv and the builder muft have £tood Hill till 
the naikr could fiipplf him. • 

According to thefe (chcmc8» Bniverlal plenty, la 
to begin and cud in univctfal mifery. Hope and 
emulation will be utterly eatinguilbed ; and as all 
miUl obey the call of Komediate ncceflity, nothing 
that rct^uires exitiaiive views, or provides for dii- 
tant confequcaces, will ever be performed. 

To the iburhem inhabitants of Scotland, the 
fiate of the jpoontaim and the iflands is equally 
-unknown with that of Borneo or SunJatrai.Of 
both they have only heard alittlc, and guefs thcrcft. 
.Theyarcflrangerstothclanguage and the manners, 
^.to (lie advintages and wants of the people, whofe 
Kfe they wo^d model, andwhoic evils they would 
: remedy. 

Nothing is left difficult than to procure one con- . 

■ Yenience by the forfeiture of another. A f<rfdler 
.may ex^ditc his march by throwing awjy his 
- arms. To banifh the Tuckfrnan is eafy, to make 
• a country plsritiful by diniiniiliing the people, is an 

■ expeditious mode of hulbandry ; but that abujid- 
. aacc, which there is nobody to enjoy, contributes 

Utile to human'bappinefs. 

As the mind muft govern the hands, fo in cvc- 

-fy fijciety the man of intelligence muft dircit the 

,tnan of la'sour. If the Tacldincn be taken away, 

-ih* Hebrides muft in their prefcnt ftate he givtai 

La up 
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up to-groffiiefi. and ignorance }- th^- tenant; fot- 
want of mftruOion, viU be unl^ilful} and fot want 
of adownitioa, wit) be Dcgligent. T^c Laird, in, 
thefe wide eftatcs, wkich- often conUft of iOanck 
remote from-ooe another) cannot extend his per- 
Ibnal influent to alt his tenants ; and the (leward 
having no- dignity, annexed to his chancer, can 
have little authority among men taught. to pay r&- 
vo-ence only^ to birth, and who regard the Tackf^. 
man a» their hereditary fuperior Vi nor- can the 
Reward have equal zeal for- the, profpenty of an- 
eftate profitable only t& the Laird, wUhjhe Tackf- 
man, vtho his- the Laird'S' income involved in hh. 
own. 

The- only gentlemen, in the iflanJs. are the- 
Lairds, the Tacidmcn, and the Minifters, wlio fre-- 
quently improve- their livings by becoming fai^-. 
mers. If the Tadcfoien be baniflied, who will be 
left to impart knowledge, of unprels- civility ? The- 
Laird mud always be at a diftance from the greater 
part otbis lands i and if he refides-.acajlupontheni,, 
muft'drag his days in folitude,. having no longer 
either a friend cr a companion ; he will therefore 
depart to fome more comfortable ve(idence> and. 
leave the tyiapta tothe wirdomand... mcFcy of a, 
faftor. 

Of tenant* there are differm* orders, as- they 
have greatcF or left ftock. Land, is fDmerimes lea- 
fed to a fmall fellowfliip* who live in a dufter of 
huts, called a.Tcnants Town, and- are bound jointly 
ami; 
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•nd Icparately tor the paTAOit rf thetr rtm. 
Slide, I belicTc, employ in the cue of their cat- 
tle, and the kbour of tillage, a kind of tenants yet 
lover {-who having a- but, with gnls for a certain 
numiier of cows and Ihcci^ pay their rem by a K- 
twlated' (yiaiitity erf' labour, 

- The condiiionof domcftic ferrants, orthepriiw «f 
•ccaAonal tabmir, I do not know vrith. certainty. 
-1 was told thit the nurids have flieep, And -ate al- 
fowed to ipin for their own clothing v perhaps 
-they haTti no.ptcuniary wagu^ or noQff but in ver^ 
wealthy iiuDilies. The ftate of lifc^ which has hi- 
therto been purely paftoral, begins now to be a lit- 
-le variegated with commerce v bat novelttel enter 
^ degrees, and.liJl one moile h^ iiilly prerailed: 
•ver the other, no fiittlcd notion' can be-formed^ 

Such is- tbe fyAem of ihfular fubordtnatbn, 
which, havii^ little variety, cannot afibrd much^ 
delight in tbe vieti', nor long detain the nainti in 
tontemplation.' The inhabitants were ioc a long 
time perhaps nst nnhappy ; but their content wa& 
a muddy mixture of pride and ignorancevan indif- 
ference for pleaTiuxs which they did not know, ft 
blind TencrationJbrtbeir chiefs, and a flrong eon- 
wdion of their own importenee^ 

Tiieir pride has been- cmilhed l^ thr heavy Band 
rf a vindiftive conquewir, whofe feverities have 
been fc^lowed by law^ which,, though they cannot 
be called cruel, have produced much dilcontent, 
becuilic they operate upcm tbe fui^e of life, an<ii 
li-S make 
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tasihe cveiy Ofc bear wkndi to riibjc^oa. Td be~ 

compelled toancT, dre& -has. always -been found' 

Tbcis chiefi being -»iow . deprwed- of ibar jurifr- 
diftioti, tuye ab'cady.loft much-of their inflaence \ 
and -as they, gfradaailj degenenie from potnatrhaj 
mtenMnpactDus l2RdlbFds,tbey<willdi.veft-thein-- 
JcItci^E the littte that rcmuns. 

Iliafr. digiuPf whkh they-doived ' from an o[>h- 
nkm otiibai militafy importance, the law, which 
dUatiRcd-^ tbeiBj has abated. As old gentl9- 
mao, . d«Kghtiag himftAf vkh the rcceltc^oR trf" 
better days, r>la(ed>- that fiarty year* ago, a -Chief- ■ 
tain walked out -attended -li^ ten or^welvc followw 
en, with their arau rattling. Thataaiinathig ratv- 
Me has now cealcd. . I^ia Chief has loft his foraa- 
ikble retinufi i and ti^e Highhoder walks his-heath-- 
UHinncd'3nd:defencde&i whh thc.pcaceaUe fbb-. 
miffion of a Krcach peaTant ok Engmh^ cottager; - 

l1aeir>igB(imicc gMm* erer^ day.leTs, but their ~ 
knowledge iayW-oflittle other ofe dMs-^to-ihew - 
.them their.w(nits.^ They aranew^ the -pn-iod 6f: 
€ducBtion,.3aidiiKl^theunea£ne&bf (Urctplin«twitli- . 
eut yet perceiving thrlseA^fit ofcinftra^tion.. 

The laft law, by whidS-the- Highlanders are d^- 
pnved.oF^beir>9rms,has-c^ei«tcd with eficacy be- 
yond ezped:^^-- Of former-flatutes-made-with 
the fame dcfigti^ t^^jnecutipn had bccn-feeM^ and 
the c^A inconiidcrable. . Concealroeat - waa u»- 
doubtcdty pra£ti&d,and/perhs^.'ofteii -witli. connU 
vapce^ 
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waofce. There wat tendcrneft or .partiality on oat 
fide, and obfttnacy on tbe other. But the law^ . 
which ibUowed .the victory of CuUodsm found tbc 
irhole nai^n ilejcAcd and iaitmidated ; inCornu^- 
tioni were given witbmt- danger, and without team, . 
and tbe anne were collected with fdch r^our, .that . 
ercry houfe was defpoilcd of its defence. .. 

To dilarm part of the Highlands, could ^vc n« ■ 
reafomble .occiGoa o£ compUinL . Every . gpvcn>> ■ 
neat jnuft' be allowed the power of takingiwaf - 
.tbe weapcHi thatis liftedAgainftit.. Bfet tbc loyal: 
datiE -mnrmuredi witlv.ibmo appearance ofjuflica, . 
Jbat. after having defcQded.tha-Kingf.tbey were - 
forbidden for the iiitare to. defend ibemielveii and ' 
ijjat the fwovd Ihould. be fbrfeite*^' which had been < 
le^Uy. employed.. Their cale is undoubtedly hard, , 
but in political regulations, good cannat.bc cobw- 
plete, it-can only be {predominant. . 

Wheth^.bydifacining a.people thits broken ib-" 
\o fcTeral tribes, ^nd thub remote, bona tbe leat of; 
power, moie . good : thui. evil has been, produced, . 
may dcferve-in^ljiryr The fnprcme power in ev«- 
ry community has- the right of debaniekg. eveey 
individutl,* and every fubordinate fociety fM)in.felf> 
. defence, piriy^becaufe tbc fupreme ppwer is aUe to. 
defend them- 1 and 'therefore where the govcraor 
cannot a&, he muA trui) the fubjcA toa^ for hin^- 
felf. ThpSe ifland^ mighfe be wafted with (ixc and 
fword heforcthcir fovereiga .would tnow -their dif- 
trcls. A.^uig of robbers, fach as hks-b^n lately 
^ifad confederating thcmfel^es inthc Highlands* 



vught hy t wide regioa imdcr coatrH»tion. Tlte 
«)rcw of a petty prirateer might land <M ibe largeft 
«iid moft wealtky of tbe ifland», and riot wlthOat' 
-coQtroiri la cruelty and wa(ke. It wa» bbfcrved b^ 
•one of the chie6 of Sky, that fifty armed mea- 
migbr, without rcGflaoc^ ravage tbe country. 
Laws that ptace the Tubje^ in fuch a llate, coo^ 
<lraveac the find pnocii^cs of the sorapoA of ao- 
-tboricy : they exaA obedience, and yield do pro- 
tcftion. 

It afibrds^ a generous and' manly j^fiire to con^ 
seiTC a little natioD gathering \a iruita and tending 
it* herds witb^ featlds coafiddhce, tboogh it liA- 
opcB Ml every Cde to invafion, where,, in contempt 
c^ walls and trenches^ every man flceps fecurely' 
with his fvrord befide binv;. where all, on tbe firft 
approach' <^ hoAility, cnme together at the call to> 
battle, a&at arumoKms ts-a feftsdihowj and com • 
mitting thetr cattle to the care of thoiirwham age^ 
er natui« ba» difablcd>. eng^e the enemy with tbit 
competition for hazard and for glory, wbicb opt- 
rate in men that fi^t under the eye of thoft, 
vbo4e dilKke or kindacfs they have always eo:i^ 
dered as the greateftevil or the ^eateft good. 

This wa«, in ^k beginning of the pnefent ccntA- 
rj, tbe ftate of the Highlands. Every m»i was a- 
fcjdicr, who partook of national' confidencer and 
interefted himfelf in national honouf. To-lofe 
this fpirk^ is tolofe what nofmaU advantage wSt 
■ompealatej 

& 
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. Jt nay Itkcwtfe dcfcrve to be inquired, whether 
a great nation ought tO' be totally commercnl P 
whether a midft the uncertainty of human affairs, 
ioo much attention. to one mode of hi^)pinc^I majr 
not eoduiger others ? wheiber the pride of riches 
muft not fonietimes have recourfe to the protec- 
tion of courage i' and. whether, if it be necefTary 
to prefervc in. fomc part of the empire the milita- 
xij fpirit, it can fubfiftmore commodiouny in any 
place, than in remote and. unprofitable provinces, 
where it can commonly do~Uttlehann,.and whence 
k may be called forth. at any fttdden exigence ? 

It mufb however be confelTed, that a man, who. 
places honour only in fucccfsfiil violence, U a very 
troubk;fbmc and pernicious animal ia.timeof peace;, 
and that the tnartial chara£l£r cannot prevail in a. 
whole people, but by the diminution of all other 
virtueSk He that is acculkimed- to refolve all right 
kuo conquefli, will have very little tcndtrocfi or 
equity. All the frieudlltip in fuch a life can be o.'k- 
ly.a confederacy of invaJlon, oi alliance of defence. 
The llrong muli flourish, by force, an«l the wcalc 
fubflft by Arat^em. 

Tdt^thc : Eljghlanders- loft their ferocity, with, 
their-arms^^they. &ffin'ed. fi-om.cach other all that 
malignity could di6Hte, or preci^tance could aft. 
Bverf, provoc^ioB wat revenged witb blood, and 
no man that ventured into a > numerous company, 
1^ whatever occ»Goa biought together, was fure 
' . of. 
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of retting vithout a vound. If they arc Dow 
expofcd to fordga hoftiliiics, tbey may talk of tlac 
dangcTi but can fcldom feel it. If they are no loa~ 
gcr martial, tbey are no longer quarrelfomc. Mi- 
fery is caufed f<» the tnoft part, not by a heavy 
cnifh of difafter, but by the corroiion of Icfe -vh- 
fible erilsi which cai^cr enjoyment,, and undermine 
£:curity. The vifit of an invader 13 necdiarlly rare^ 
but domeiHcfc animofities allow no cetlation.. 

The abolitieo of the loc^ juriftUAions, which, 
had for ib many ages been exercifed by the chie&T 
has likewife its evil and its good> The feudal coil- 
ftitution naturally difiufed itfctf into kmg ratifica- 
tions of ftibordinate authority. To this general 
temper <^ the government wis added the peculiar 
form of the country, teokcn by mountains into 
many fubdiviJions fcarcely acccffiblc but to the Da- 
tives, and guarded by paSTes, or perplexed with in- 
tricacies, through which nationaljuflice could not 
Jind its way. 

The power rfdeet<Mng coBtrovcrfies, and of pu- 
nifliitig ofiences, as fome fucli power there mull 
always be, was enlrufted to the latrds of the coun- 
try, to thofe whom the people cuniidered as their 
natural judges. It caonot be fuppofed that a rug- 
ged proprietor of the rocks, uufwincipled and unen- 
lightened, was a nice refolver of entangled cUiin?,. 
or very exaft in proportionijig punifliment to of- 
fences. But the more he indulged his own will, 
the more he held his valTak in depcndancet Pru- 
dencft. 
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dcnce and inneeence, without the hnar of th« 
■chief, coidorred no fecarity; and ctitnei uitoU 
ved no danger, when the jndge wa«- reMnte to 
ac^iit. 

When the chSeh woe men of knowledge and 
Tiitoe* the ceoTenience of a domeftick judicature 
'was great. No long joumics trere necefiVy, nor 
ayttfidal delays could be prafGTed ; the charafiqr* 
the alliances, and intercfts of the litiganti wert 
blown tQ the court, and all &!fe pretepca were 
cafily detected. The fentence, when it was paft, 
could not be evaded j the power of the Lurd fu- 
peHedfld formalities, and'juftice could not be de-- 
featcd by intereft or ftratagem. 

I dopbt noE but that lince the regular judgei 
bavc iqade their circuits through the whole coun- 
try, right has been every whore more wifely, and 
auxe equally diftributed ; the complaint is, that ti- 
tigaUon is grown troublcforae, and that the ma^- 
ftratcs are too few, and therefore often too remote 
■for general convenicBce. 

Many of the fmaller ijlands have no legal officer 
within them. I once a&cd, If a crime ihould be 
xominittcd, by what authority the oScndcr could 
be feized ? and w^ts told, that the Ijaird would ex- 
«t his right J a right which he muft now ufurp, 
but which furciy necefiity muft vindicate, and which 
is therefore yet excrcifed in lower degrees, by 
'fome of the proprietors, when legal proc«9cs can- 
-not be obtained. 

In 
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' In sll greater queftioas, hovever, there is -ooir 
liapiniy on end to all fear or hope from nralJce or 
-from bvonr. The roadj are feoorc in'thofe.pb- 
cei throDgh which] forty years ago, no traveller 
•CDuld psis 'vhliotit a convoy. AD triali of right 
hf the fword are ^gottea» and the mean are 'm 
■sa little danger from the ptnrerfnl as in other pl^ 
' cci. No fcheme -of policy has, in any country* 
yet brought Aie rich and poor oa eqcal tcnm into 
courts of judicature. Pcilups experience, impn^ 
vjag'on esperience, may in4Jme tSeH it. 

Thofe who have long cDjoyed-digoityand power, 
ought not to kile it without fome -equivalenc. 
There was p^udto the <juc& by -the public, in ex- 
diange for their privil^es, perhaps a Cuaa greatef 
than molt of them had ever 'poilHeN^ whichexci^ 
ted a thirfl for riches* of which it "fliewed them 
the «ie. When the power of Wth and ftation 
ceafes, no hope remains but from the jirevalcnce 
of money. Power And weaKh fupply the place oi 
<ach other. Power confers the ability of gratify- 
ing our delire withotit the <;orifent tjf ■others. 
Wealth enables 4is to obtain the -confent of others 
to our gratification. Power, limply confidcred, 
whatever it confers on one, mutl tske frtrnt attothcr. 
"Wealth enables its o*fner to give to others, by la- 
Jung only from IJmfelf. Power plcajes the vio- 
lent and proud : wealth delights the ^M and the 
timorous. Youth therefore Sits at power, and 
Age grovels «fter riches. 

The 
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TJic Chiefg, dh>cAad'o£ their pKnogfUives, ne» - 
ccfitnilj'tarB'' their though to the improvetaeot 
ofthoir-revefMiebi and cifMft more raw, u ibef 
htmUfsUoaaffh 3^ MnkMi who ii fat fmta' 
perceiving that hb MndiHtfti' h nadebetter ia tht' 
fame prcpordon, »tkat of UalAHlMrd is made 
woHe, does- BotimivvedlaCEly'l^i! why hisindufti^' 
fs'to^bc- tiKctt mMc heavily than- before! He tefo'' 
ffa tofM^ ihe-detBkod, and i» eJeAed ; tlie groDAd 
ii thenlet to a-{bvnger, vAio perhaps bkinp a laiw 
ger ftock, but wiio, tik4n2'the land tf ittfiiU prictt 
tttats with The Durd iipan- eqUil terms, tfid con- 
'fldarshim itot at- a GbiAf, bKt as a trafficker in- 
land. Thus the cftate ferhaps. li fciiiroted, but 
lift; dan is broken. 

It f»>ema tobe Ae general "oplnionj that- the 
nuts have becA raifed with too ihuth eagemef?. 
Sotne regard nrnft be paid to prejin^ice. I'hofi; ' 
•vlim tiave hitherto paid but' little, Mill net fiidden- 
if be pcriuaded to psy frmch, though they can af- 
fATilit. A9 grouQd i! gradually improved, and 
the value of money ^ccreaiL*, the rem iiwy be rai' 
fed wkhcut any-diinlnatioilof thefimaer's proJiSs : 
yet it b neccllary in thcfe coitntrici, where the c 
jefHonof'4 tenant is n greater evil- than in more 
populous ptaces) id confider not .ncrcly Wbtt thfr 
IJbd' will' proehicci btit with what a^Kty the inha* 
Iritatf «to cultivate ih A certain ftock Can- allow 
but a certain paymehr [ for if the htnd be doubled, 
. and tti« ftock f«iuins*thc facliCi^ the tenant bc- 
M com^ 
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CDUKS no richer. The propiiet(»« of the Hlgb- 
bndi might perhaps oftca increafc their income* . 
by fubdiridiag 4he fanw*' and allotting to every 
occupier oi^y (o ■mtaj acrea as he can profitatdy 
«mpl»y, but that th^ want people. 

There leeou nsw, whatever be the caufe, to be 
through a great part of the Hi^Uands a gauM 
diicontent. That adherence, which was lately pro- 
fcfied by every man to the chkf of his name^liat 
now little prevalence} and h^ that cannot live a* 
he deflrei at homC) lifteni to the tale of fortunate 
iOands, And happy rc^ioni, where every man may 
have land of his own, and eat tlic produA of hit 
h^KHir without a £iperi(»'. 

Thofe who have obtained grants of American 
landg, have, «s ii well known, invited fetilers from 
all quarters of the globe ; and among other places, : 
where oppreffion might produce awilh fornew ha- 
futationsi their emiSaries mmld not £iil to try thdr 
perfuaQoBs in the iflei of Scotland, where* at the 
time when the clans were newiy difiinitcd froa 
their Chlets, and exaTperated by unprecedent- 
ed exa^ona, it is no wonder that they prevail- 
ed. 

Whether the mlfchieft of emigration were tm- 
mediatfly perceived, may be jafily qncftioDcd* 
They who went iirfV, were [H-c^bly Aicb as could 
bel\ be fpared ; but the accounts lent by the ear- 
Iteft adventurers, whether true or falle,' inclined 
many to follow then ; and whole oeighbourboods 
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Sytmed parries for removal ; fa that departure frooi 
tbnr QMive ceuntry is ao longer exile. He that 
goes thus accomrlaiMed, carries with him an rhat 
makes life pieafant. He fits down in » btttcr cli- 
mate, ftirrounded' b^ hii kindred and his friends : 
Aej cany with ti*em their language, their o^ 
xooi, their popular fongs, and beFe<Utai7 meni- 
Bcnt ;. they change nothing but the place of theiv 
abode V and of that change they percel?e the 
lenefit. 

Tills is ttie real' e&ft of emigntiony if thofe 
thit go awa^ together fettle on the fame fpot, aiid' 
pK{ene dicir ancient imton. BiK Ibtne rebte 
-liut thejc adveotuTOns ^fitants of unknown re- 
^ona, a&er a Toyage, pafled la dreuna of jrieaty 
and felicity^ are ^fpcrftd at laftupon a-fylvanwil-- 
-Jemefsr where their firft years mud be fpcnt in 
ttiil, Lo'clear the ground' idiich is aftemrards -to lie 
^ffled, and. diat- the whole efibA of their nnierta- 
Ung K only more ^ttgue and equal fcarcity. 
- Both accoimts may be fufpe^ted.. Thofe wilo- 
'W gone will endeavour byevery art to draw o- 
tbers afier them 4 for a^-^mr numbers are greater, 
tfaeywiUproTidebctterfBrtheiAfelves. WhenNova 
-SGotia.lwn firft peoplfd,- Irtmember a kttcr, pub- 
liflied under the chara^er of a New Plautcr, wbo 
Tdited how-much the c&matb pat him in miod of 
.Ualy^ Such iotelligence the Hebricians probably 
-Kceive from their trttnii»»riBC correfpond^nts. But 
with, equal tcmptatioiu .of inteivil^ apd fgrbaps 
M t with 

l,.„rMI-. C.OOylc 



:t26 A JDB«»J:T to- TH2 

-wifhoo-fKBter niceoeft of Tcnwity* dteomwrs df 

:thcUl«nd5 ^rcsd fiorks of Anquno hitrtUhipt 

■Wrkeepibeir.peopk content at homc^ 

Some, netliod to Aop this vpideouc defire of 

-wasdetiagi wJu«hfiM'ffiu)i.its contagion from val- 

-lej to v^ey, def^vcs to be Ibugbt with gaat dw 
-ligtncc* In moreifruitfulcoinuriesi-lhe remmalof 

.ooe>onl]f tnaket room for the fucoefiion of ano- 
■AbtTA but ia the Hebridos, the lolsofiui -inliafii' 

taot leaves a lafting vacuity;, tot nobody. bom in 
,afly otherparts of yie-werld wiQ cheo& this cotm- 
, try for hit reJidcucc ; aad.an iflmd voce d^)^[m- 

hted irill remaiD a .dclen, aa lo^:as, thepKAntfif- 
-dlityoftiavcl gives cTciy odc, vhDiis^iKmtait- 
>cd •Bd.uofetticd, ibe choice, sfhiiabode. 

.'Let it be inqiHrcd, wbiEtbcz the &rf^iidcaiiaiii«f 
ithnfcwlui arc fiutteriag oa^heanog*-'andcattcA- 
ling s flock -that they may take -their -^i^^ be Jo 
-»tt>ito.foodi or to avoid £niL If : they^ axs^lSSlSS- 

fiod witii that pactof tbe.globe,'.viUch dieh- £>rtft 
<luu allsttcd tUeoivaBd'rdolre ^nottolrKeiifithout 
•thepteafiircs of Juppicr cUooates; if.they Inqg-ftc- 
(-fai^Ufiiin. ai^ aim^ms, and fUnrery £cld3,:aQd 
i^fragcant gardens, I kaow not by what ehM^ience 
-they can be perluaded, or by what ofien^icy caa 
:'be'hv«d to ftay. 

^£nt-if tbey are driven (W>in their native countrf 
;by-p6f)ttve evils, Bnd-difgtifled by JU-treatment, 
•Tenl-er isiaginaTy, it-were fitto remove their gri^ 

■vanc*^ and qnieMbetr -rdentaxpt } iinc^ if th^ 
have 
,.,,.. Gooylc 
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Bmve fieen UtfaortD mdutlrot AibjeOi, llief^Witt not 
fl!ii(ch'iim)d<th«ipprmG^A» bj Ansricm coawr* 
-fltion. 

- To «IMrr them- mto^ iht '»myi it-was thou^ ' 
proper to indulge thcin<iir{he continuance erf tbeit ' 
national' cficfc- If' this- concciRon coQld have an^ 
efie£t,jt mt^t-cafljrbeBiade. Tliat difflnuliOKtt 
of a^^ieannce, which ^ras fuppofi^ to ietp Aem 
dittioa from-the reft vf the mtion, nrighrdMinctiBe 
t^m fTBm->.«Md8fcing-wtth'the Prtit^vaniant or 
people ofiOdimaAicM^ . If thrb rcllkut^on of their 
amu wSttrconciletfainn' to- their countFf, let tttem ' 
fisve agMn thet« maponi, which witt not be more 
- mifchievfrar afhome'tlnn ia the CUoaies.* That 
they may not % jrom the incrcafe of .rent, I* bUrrr 
Bofwhetherthogeoeral good does notrequisediat 
the-landlords^bevfor a time, reftratned in their dc- - 
SMinds, asd kt[* . qqiet -by.penfioas propprdoozte ' 
. t» their loiK ■ 

To hinder ihfarrcftibn by drrvingrawoy tbepeO' 
|Ae» and to gorcm- peaceably, .byhaving no fub- 
jofteios an expedieat^hat ai^cs no groat.profuD- 
dity of poUtida. ' To roftenthe obdurate, tv coa- 
vjocc the nuftakeoi' to;;mc4tify.-'tbe reCentlul, aije ' 
troTtby of a^ftatribiani Iwb it affi»-d« a legt(Iat«r - 
Uttlefel6-appiu>((!tocoii(ideFi that where thov was 
. ibroterly .ao-iiduir«^oa,^th«;:e-is now- awilder-- 
nefs. .- 

It has been z-queftion, ofiea agitated withowTiH 
latxxii: i«hy thofe oorthfem re^m aranow ib thia- 
. . M.3. ly 
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ij P*Ofioi, tHudi iqtnctly cnffwhclMi^-Wi^ tMr 

amkatbeRomniflDifiifc. 11e4MaioB.fti|ip(4<K 

what I believe is not true, that they had once m«l]K 
.iidwbittnM tbaa Attf «Quld wniiiw^ aad qreiw 
■Gvnedaaly becauTe thc^weK M. 

'X!his is to eftimate the iwqoffs of all c^imtritt 
Mifi i|g0ihrflur,ov^p. li^ntiQi). jirhjle ]|lv Ump- 
j«f Ufe4)»f.UPfettledi nudait^ic wnfiiMtt taof^t^ 
AJcation.^ imtlliigeQW ,^WW ^tftiqt ftpccb iVM- 
jHDcng the ,«^9 mtkws of '£wqpet <<c({K;icioiiK 
And caAnI, Aa .adftn/tmim ftfyefyir beard of# 
i^tUe cqaft unocei^Hcd* vai kd.<Qtf « cplpay} ^ 
xbiof .of renown far br&verf« cg&tl the fOimg meik 
itagether, and ied tbem out t» .tr; whM fwtupe 
■ffWM pBcftnt. ISitea Ck&t yras -j» Gm»i, >tie- 
:fiaiiad the Hdvctiam piqiHtDg to £q .itwj jEstrr 
'^t wlulher, aod pm :a flog to th^ sofitifmi^ 
'^fhxry l^tkfl xgvn in their ocn country, wbcna 
Iheyverefo far from waatiog room, that t&ef:lud 
j^Cl^nul^ted duee years proriJioiiibr :thcir march^ 

lltte reB^on of the North was miJitary ; if Jlio^ 
' <puld not fyi6 cBemies, it was tbear ^iMy to ,m^e- 
"them': dieytraveUed in ijuefl; of .danger, aad wiK 
fingly took <he chsutcc of caxf^ or death, if 
thrir troops wew numerouti the jninAics £roin 
which they were collefled ase of luA ^attsat, and 
without much exdbnance of peo^e gropt armies 
may be raifed where every man is a foldior. Sat 
their true numbers w«e neve^ ^Bmnn, Tlu^ 
'^bo were cootjuer^ by thcot are ihtis biftariaak, 
and 
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Mfltf ihwne nay imcatated themto bf, dut tbef 
.■tfm QTgyKhd m cd wrtth ^inBltitiidea. TofiMiK-I» 

' lamoflempcaAicctheaiickBtmstfaoiwulo-gMafii} 
find vtlWQ Bumben ace .gatffed thrj ne abnys. 



Xkus Ki^lapd -has- for remat Tcan Been- filled 

ihadon^aptofcdanlkiseriab. i iuve^lietnl fam 
«s -EngUih dffiixr, not -nwHh- inclined to Stxisur 
tth«m.ithflt jhdK Jwb»*j»«r Ad&fKid r wryUgfi 
.dagcce ^ -nulitarf' ;pnule j, be* ilhetr -number kas 
ibMPfiHiAfmggMatcd^ Oneiof'theimioiAenidlil 
^lue, ithHt ft^fintj tb^uSaad iiEii.cc»iId not baas 
bFcnioHiuiin all tbcH^Mutd^ itod. rint-msae 
•tkaatMelnw4}iQ«(iind«(»er(D«k,tiic&M. 'Dtofe 
i^t wtitl jtO' -tbe •A^nericaa war ventto-deftiiM- 
^OD. Of the ^ Higblasd ngiaMSt, caoffln^ 
♦f -li wdgc J bacdigclfcPriy fegenty-fa. fiirmvedjte fie 
-thdr onotr^ag^iu 

Tb» Gotbk AracOM bare at leaft been ninltt- 
fbed ndth aqpai iifMEality. lint ttbcf bwe no 
.psat propoDtim ts the inh^iitaiita, m vliio^ oowo* 
Aaies sfaef fetdsd, is {daia fioa the paucity of 
northern wtxda mom found in the pmviBcjat lan- 
goagoi. Thdrxomtry ifas. not defeated for inat 
lafa^oia, 4>ecBBfi it wus covered viih foRftaof 
«iftea,te>t;8od tbe£rft cffi£t of pknkudeofiflh 
lufaiunu ii Ae dcflruftiga of wood. M che Ei|- 
tttpcm Qvcad eKr Aawifea^ the janda sre gr4> 
dnillf Ivd naked. 

I would 
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Iwoaldaotbetrnderfloodtolay, thatnece^y 
liad tMVtr any pott ia their cipedittons. A n*'- 
tioo, whoft agricuJture is fcaMy-oruB&il&l, majr 
be driven oul by famine. A nation of huntem 
may have exhaufled their game. I onif affirm 
diat the northern icgioDs were notj when their - 
bn^ions fubdued the Rooians, overpeopled with 
r^ard to tbor real aOBBt of terf i tory, and 'power 
of fertHity> Id a coontry fbUy inhabited, however 
afterward 'laid^vrafle^ evident mavks wiSremain of 
ik fimncnpc^knifiKfi. Bat of Scandioana and ' 
Gernai^, nothing- is knovm, but that aawe tram 
■ their ftuo upwards into . antiquity, their wotxh ' 
were grotor'and their cultivated grdnnd was lefs.- 
lliatcaiWes very- difierenrlroai want of room 
may jxvduce a-goner^ diTptffitioa to feek another 
eountryU <ff ai ^fromri>e prefcnt conduA of 
the Highlander!, ^0'«rein fame |d&ce> ready to 
threaten a total feceflion. The nmnbers whidi 
Bkve ahfeady gone, thon^iike other numbers they 
any l>e magnified, are very great, and {utit as if 
^bcf had'gone tt^jetlier and agrced.npoB any c0- 
t«ia fettkment, m^hthave fbnndedaa iodcpei^ 
dent-govemment in the^^ths of the- weftem co»- 
tioent. Nor are theyonly the- loweft and moft 
indigent ; xaamj men of confido^e wealth have 
.taken with them their train of labourers andde- 
.pendents-(and'iftfa«y continue the feudal fcheme 
.pf polity, raaf eflaUiAtner clans cLtfae otliesJie- 
niiidierei 

That 
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That 'the tmiDediate motim of then- defertion 
miift be imputadtotheirlaiidlorcU>.maybe reaSaa- 
!ftb)y ccoicludcd, bocauCefonie Laicds of more pru- 
dence and Ids rapacity have kept their vailal* m^ 
dimiDiOted. From Raalay only one man harf 
J>een Icduccd, aod at Co^therc waa oo vUh ■ to go 
airay. 

- The travcUcr-who comes hither fi-om'inore opa- 
lent countries, to fp^culate upon the remains at 
jpaftoral life, will Dot'sMch wonder thit a common 
.Highlander has oo flrong adherence to hia native 
A'lli for of aaimal cDJoyments, or of.phy&d 
.good, he leaves soduitg -that he May -not finda^ 
^aio wherefoeter-heiiiKy he throvn. 

The babitadou o£imnin:thB Hehridesmay.be 
jdi£lmgui&ed. into huts andvboufei. My %)hotAt,tt 
■mean a- building' with' oaciftory oTcr .aiiBt h gr ; Iqi 
■aihut,,a4wel)ing^vith.«iiiy-oae.4Dar. The-'Ijun^ 
.who,fonnerIy livodinac*A)ejn6R.litesuialKiiile» 
Jbmetime* fufficiently tieat, i>ut-:&ldom very ^nd- 
OQs or ffdendid. The tackfnieii/aad theminifteTS 
Jdve commonly houfes. Whexcvcr then . is a 
luHil^the fb-anger finds a:welcojne, and to the 
jothcr evils of extcmunatiog taekfntcn may be ,ad- 
.iled the tuavoidable itSktiatt of hdfpitalityt 9t 
.the devohition of too heavy a burden ba the m^ 
,niftcrs. ' 

Of the honfcs little ean be faid. They arc fnwH, 

.And by the neceSii^yof iaccutnulatiag Hona, where 

there are To few opportunities of.putch3&, the 

rooms 
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nam arc very hctcPC^eiiEimfly filled. With mat 
«fcleaidiiid> it,weieiagr3tKade to Tc^iroach iheai. 
The fervaots- b2.Tiag been, bred upon the nakcA 
■cartbt think every floor cleans and the quick fuc- 
ccffion of gncfts, perhaps not always ovcr-elegam, 
does not aUov much time for adjufUog their apaifr 
ments. 

Hot! nfe of man^ gradatioos ^ from murky dcDS, 
to commodiotts dwellings. 

Thewallof acommoa hv is always built withont 
mortar, by a Ikilful adaptatioik of looTe ftoncs. 
Sometimes pcrh^ a double wall of ftoncs it tA 
icd, and the intermediace fpace fitted with eartK 
The air is thiu con^Mely exdadcdk Some walls 
are» I think, fivoted of. turft, bdd together by a 
watxle> or textnre-of twigs. Of the mcaneft hun, 
the -frfi room is lighted t^ the emraDC^ »d the 
lecond by the iinoke-h(^. The fireis- ufually 
nade iiuthe middle; Bofr there are hutS| op dw^ 
Sngs, 'of only . ode ftory, inhaUtcd by gentW 
men, which hav» walls cemented with mortar, 
glafs windowt) and boarded 4ooc9.. Of thcTe all 
haTe chimneys , and feme chimneys have ffio/ies, ■ 
' The hoafe and the fiirniture are not always Dice<- 
ly fnlted. We wese driwil on«, by miffing apafc 
^gc, to-the hut of a geDtlemai>, where, after x 
«ery liberal fupper, when I was conduced to my 
chamber, t found an elegant bed of Indian cotron, 
fpi«ad with fine Iheets, Ihe accommodation was 
flatteriBg'i' I.undre&d myfetf, and foandmy feet 
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imdietrure. The bed ftood upon, the ban eardi, ' 
vhich a long course of rsin bad {ofttsaed to a 
juddle. 

In paftorzl countries the condition of the loweft * 
rank of people is fufficiently wretched. Among 
mannfadbirers, men that have no property may 
haveaVt and induftry, which make thtun necet 
fary, and therefore valnaUe. Bat where Socks and ' 
-com are the only wealth, there are ^ways more 
Imtdi than' work, and of that workthere is little in 
which fltiU and dexterity can be raucli diftinguilh- 
cd. He therefore who ii bom poor never can be 
rich. , The fon merely occupies the place of the 
£uher, and life knows nothing of progreffion or 
advancement, 

.The petty tenants, and labouring peafants, live 
hk mi&rablc catnna, which afford them little more 
thm flielterfrom the ftorms. The Boor of Nor- 
way is faid to make all his own utenfils. . In the 
Hebrides, whatever night be their ingebility, the ' 
want of wood leaves them no matenals. They 
are probaUy conteoc with fuch acconunodations 
*E flones of different forms and fiaes can afford 
them. : 

' Thcu" food 4* not better than tiieh' lodging. 
They 'leldma tafVe the Aefk ,-of land animals ; f^ 
here are no nwAets^ What tatb man eats is fnHn 
lutownfiock^ The great cfie£t of money Is to brMk- 
property into ImalL parts. In towns, he that has a 
^Ui^g Aay^atea {mCcc of AwRt t bat iriiere«bcre 
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itno conmerce namoacu eacmutton4mt bf :ktW. 

Uag.» Qaqf, 

FiJh in fair weather the; need not wmnt ; but, I{ 
bcBem, juin ncTcr. lives iDHgron-fifli} baebf coa> 
flnutti he. will ririier feed, upon rooti and.' fafeI»• 
ricf■ 

TboooJj finnd of' tW iflmdi is^peaC Tbnri 
lAod i< all cosfbnied, aodcoal tbey have not .jret i ' 
fmmd. Feat ii-dugioot oC tboroadheti from thej 
. dfpth of one foot tO'thalix>f iixi . That iaaccomB-*' 
ed the belt which it neareft.tfaeltiriacc. Itap-' 
pears to be a mafs of black, earth held together bft 
vegqtablc £brcsi I know- not wbether the earth*: 
bt-.bituininotu> or whether the .Gbm be not tbeon*' 
ly combuftible part ; which, by beating the inter-. 
pofed earth red hot^ ftiakt a burning mafs. 'Hie 
heat is not very itrmig nor laAing. Theaihcs are: 
ydlawifl), Bod in a large qoantitf. When theyi 
dig peat* they cut it- into iquore ^oes, and pile ib' 
up to dry beJide the bMife. Irolbmc pbces it has: 
an offtrnQve fmell. It U like wood' charlccd for- 
the fmith. The. common method of making peat : 
f^, b by heaping it on the hearth ;. but it burns 
well in grates, and in the beft boufes is fo ufed^ 
. The conunon opinion is, that peat' grows again 
TKhcTe it has been cuti which, as. it; fosniE to be 
chiefly a vegetable fiibftance, is not untikcif to-b«' 
tAc, whether known.or not to thofo 'who relate' 
it. 

: TherraRtnteriniUi Jn-Slcy.and Rlafa^i bat 
where 
u,„,zp.]r,GooyIc 
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where they are too &r diftant, the hoiriVwives 
grind their oats with a quern, or hand-milt, which 
confifts of two flotics, abont a foot and a half in 
diameter, the 4ower is a little convex, to which the 
concavity (^ the apper muft be fitted. In the mid- 
dle of the apper ftone is a found hole^ and (Hi- one 
fide is a long handle. The grinder {heds the com 
gradually into the hole with dne hand, and works 
the handle round with the other. The corn Hides 
down the convexity of the lower ftone, and by the 
motion of the i^per is ground in it3{iadge. Thefe 
Aoncs arc found in Lochaber. 
- The tflands t^bid few pictures, except to the 
hardy fportfuun, who can tread the tnoor and 
climb the monntain. The diftance of one tiunily 
from another, in si cou&oy where travelling has fo- 
much difficulty, makes &e(^ent intercourfe im- 
pra^cable. ViCts lafl leveral days, and are com- 
monly paid by water ; yet I never faw a boat fuo- 
aiflied with benches* or made commodious by any 
addition to the firft fabrick. Conveniencies are 
not miflcd where they never were enjoyed^ 
' The (cAsxe which the bagpipe can give, they 
have longenjoyed j but among other changes, which 
the hift Tcvolation introduced, the nfc of the bag- 
pipe begins -to be forgotten. Some of the chief 
^milies AiH entertain a piper, iThofe office was an- 
ciently hereditary, ^acrhnmoii was piper to Mac- 
leod, and Rankin to M»clean of Col. 
The tunes of the ba^ipcare traditional. There 
N bas 
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has been in Sky, beyond all lime of memory, t 
college of pipers, under the ilJrcftioii of Miicnai- 
moa, which is not quite exiinft. There was ano- 
ther in Mull, fuperintended by Ranldn, which cx- 
■pired about lixteen years ago. To thefe coIie^cSr 
while the pipe retained iu honour, the ftndents of 
jnu£c repaired for education. I have bad my din- 
ner exhilarated by the bagpipe, at Armidalc, at 
Dunvegan, and in Col. 

The gciKT^onTcrfation «f the iilandcrs has na- 
'thing particular. I did not meet with the inquifi- 
tivcnds of which I have read, and iiiipe£t fhe 
jedgmem to have been nlUy made. A ftranger 
of curioiity comes into a place where a ilranger is 
feldom feen : hcimportanet tke people with ques- 
tions,, of wluch.thcy cannot guefi die motive, and 
gazes with fur^n-ife on things which they, having 
:had them always before their eye^ do not furped 
of any thing wondcrfol. He a{^ars to them like 
ibme being of another world, and then thinks it 
peculiar that they take their turn to inquire whence 
ie comes, and whither be is going, 

The iflands were long ^unftimiihcd with inftme- 
tionfor youth, and none but the (bns ofgemlemcB 
;COuld have any literature. There arc row pam-' 
chial fchools, to which the lord of every manor jays 
a certain fiipend. Here the children^rc taught te-' 
read; but by the rule of their icftitulion, they teach 
only EngliOi, fo that the nttives read a language 
which tliey niay never iffe or underftand. If a pa- 
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rifliy vhlcli often happens, contains fcveral iflands^ 
the fchool being but in one, cannot afCil thf re{t. 
This is the ftate of CcJ, which, however, is more 
enlightened than fomc other places ; for the dcfi- 
cieac^ is fupplieJ by a young gentleman, who,, for 
bis own improvement, travels every year on foot 
Dver the Highlands to the fe^£on at Aberdeen } 
and at his return, durii^ the vacation, teaches to 
lead and write in his native ifland. 

In Sky there arc two grammar fchool^ wlnre 
boardexs arc taken- to- be regularly educated. The 
price of board is from three poundt, to four poundk 
teti fbiUiDgs a year,, aod^ th» of infiniftion is half a 
crown a qoartcr, ]^t th« fcholars arc turds ot 
paffiige, i«hb live at fchool only 10 the (umotcr; 
for ia winter provifions< caoDOt be nude for any 
coaGder;U}le nombcr in one pitce. This periodical 
4i%erlioa itnprcfies flxoagly the icarciiy of tbcfe 
countries. 

Having heard of nt> ^boardingk fchool for ladles 
Bearer than Invemefs, I fuppole their education ia 
generally domcflic. The elder daughters, of thft 
^i^er families are fent into the world, and may 
contribute by their acgt^jtionato the improvement 
«f the reft. 

Women muft here ftudy to be either pleafing or 
ulefiil. Their defidencics ere leldom fupplied.bjf 
scry liberal fortunes.. Ahundced pounds is a por- 
tion beyiMjd the hope of any hut the Laird's daugh- 
ter. Tbey do not indeed often gi^c money with 
N. a. their 
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their danghMTs ; the ^cftion is. How many cows 

a young UJy will briag her hufbaod. A Hcb maid' 

enlusfrom t«D to forty- 1 but two cows area 

decent fortune for one who pretcntls to no dif^ 

tinAion. 

lite rcligioa of the iflands is that of the Kirk 
of ScotlanJ. The gentlemen with whom I cod- 
verfcd are all inclined to the Englilh liturgy ; but 
Ibey arc obliged to maintain the cftablifhed rninU 
ftcr, and the eountry is too poor to afford payment 
10 another, who mofi live wlwlly oa the contribu- 
tion of hb aadiCDce. 

They therefore all attend the worihip <^ the 
kirk, as often as a Tifit from their minjfier, orthe 
|>r3Cticability of travelling gives them opportuni^; 
aot. have they any reafon to comphun of iaToffi- 
cient pafiers ; for J faw not one in the iflands 
irh(»n I had realbn to-think either de&icnt in leam- 
ingi or irregular in life ; but found fereral with 
whom I could not converfe without wilhing, as my 
re^6l increa&d, that they had not been Prefl^- 



The ancient rigour of ptrritaniAn is now very 
much relaxed, though sji are not yet equally eD> 
lightened. I fometiroes met with prejudices fuffi- 
ctoitly malignant} bm they were prejudices of ig- 
norance. The mintAers in the iflands had attain* 
«d iiicb knowledge as may juAly be admixed in mai( 
who have no motive to fludy, but genccous curfo* 
fity, or, what is flill better, ijefire df uie&ilne&i 
with 
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wkh fuch poliCmefs as fo lurrov a circle of con- 
verfe could not have fuppUed, but tO' minds iutu» 
tall)! difpofed to elegance. 

Reafon and truth wiU prevail at laff. Ttie moA: 
learned of the Scottifli DoQon would now gladly 
»duiit a form of praycir if Hie people would endure - 
it. The aeal or rage of congregations has its dif- 
lerent degrees. In fome parHhes the Lord's pray- 
er is fufferrdi.in otbe» it- is ftiU rcje^iedaS' a. form;, 
and he. that (hoidd make it part nf hit fupplicatioiL 
vould. be fufpedted of heretical' pravity.. 

The griodplo upon, i^hich extemporary prayer 
'^s originally introduced is no longer admitted.. 
Trhc MJiufter formally,, in., the efiijJlon- of hit 
^yeci «pe£ted. immediate, and [»rhaps percepti- 
ve infpiration, and. therefore tbo^ght it his duty 
Bot to think before what he Uiould fay. It is now 
vmiyerfally corfefled,.that men pray. as- they fpeak, 
on other oecalioiis, according to the general mea- 
&re of their abilities and attainmetits. Whatever 
ca<^ ntay think of a form prefenbcd by- another,, 
he cannot but believe l^t: he can himfelf compofe 
^ ftudy and meditation » better prayer thAi will 
rife in. his nund at a fudden.call; and if he has any 
hope of-fup«niatitral helpf why: may he not as welL 
xeoeive it whearhe writcs.as when he fpeaks ? 

In the; variety Of mental powers, fome muft per- 

Ibnncitcmpotary prayer with much imperfeaion ;, 

arid is the cagemcfi and raflinefs of contradtftoiy 

egiiuons, if public liturgy be left to the private 

N 3, . "^ judgmenb 
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judgnwnt of every Miniftn-, the c&Dgregatien-miy~ 

often be offended or mifled. 

There is in Scotland, as among ourictvesi a reft^ 
lefs fufpicion ofp<^fh. machinations, and a cla-. 
mow of numerous converts t& the Romifh retigion* 
The report is, I believe, in both parti of the Uland - 
equally falfe. The Romifli rciig^dn- is profeSed 
only in Egg and Canna, two ImaS' iflands, into - 
which the Kefo^ation never made its way.. If 
any miffionaries ara buly in the Highlands, their 
zeal entitles. them to refpeA^ eren^m thefe who. 
cannot think favourably of their do^ine. 

The political tenets of the Iflandcrs I was not- 
curious to inveftigate, and they were not eagw ta. 
obtrude. Tfaeirconverfatian is decent atjd inofien-r 
live. They difdaia to ^ink fop- their principles,- 
and there is. no difaficAien- at their tabks. I never 
heard a heahh o^red by a Highlander that might 
not have circulated with propriety within the pre- - 
cin^ t^ the King's palacei * > 

Legal government has yet Jbmethttig of nevt^ 
towhich they cannot perfeAIy conform. The an- 
cient rfpirit that appeakd o»ly to the fword, is yc» 
among them. The tenant of Scalpaj an iOknd be- - 
lon^g to Macdon^, took no-cars to^-bnnghis 
rent ; when the landlord talked- of exa£tii^ pa^^ 
ment, be declared hii re&lution ■ to keep liis 
ground, and drive all itttruders firom Ac Ifland; 
and continued to feed his cattle as oa his own landj 

titt 
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till it becsiine oeccflary for t\m Sheriff to diflodge 
bim by violence. 

■ The various kindi of fuperftition which prevail- 
ed here, as in all other regions of ignorance, are 
6y the diligence of the Miiufters almoA extirpii' 
ted. 

Of Browny, mentioned by Martin, nothing has 
been heard for many years. Browny was a fturdy 
fairy; who, if he waafed, andkbdly tteated, would^ 
utheyfaid, doagreatdmdofwoTk. Tbcynowpay 
him no wages, and are content to bbour for them* 
frim. 

In Tfocb, within thefe tbree-and thirty years, 
Biilk wMpvt every Saturday fbr'Greogach,-or the 
CHd Man with tlie tong Beard; Whether Greo. 
gach. was cowted as kind, or dreaded as terrible j 
whether they meant, by gtv&ig him the milk, to 
obtain good, or avert cvilj I was not informed'. 
The MirnAer it now living by whom the practice 
was abolifhedt. 

They have ftill among- them » great number of 
charm» for the cure of dificrent difcafcs ; they ate 
all invocations, perhaps trai!ifmitted to tbem from 
time; of popery^ whidi in«rcaling knowledge wiH 
bring into difufei. 

They have opinions, which cannot be ranked with 
&pcxflition, becaufe th^ regard only natural e& 
feds. They eXpeft better crops of grain, by fow^ 
ing their feed in the moon'n increafe. . The moon 
has great influence in vulgar phitofbphy. In my 
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waemorj it wu a prtcept Uinusdly- giTCn in one of 
the Engtifh almanacks, to kill bogs when- the- 
Bioon was iacreaiing, and the bacaa would prove: 
the better in boiling. 

We {houid bare had little claim to the praife of 
ciiriofity^ if wc had not endeaTourcd with partku^ 
lar attention to examine the qneftion of the Second 
Sight. Of an opinjon received, for centuries hy a 
iHiole nati<Hij and fuppoied to be confirmed thro" 
its whole deTcept, hy a ferics of fuccelSTc fafb, it 
it defkable that t)ie truth flkpold be eft^diih«d>, 
«r the fallacy detcfted. 

The Second Sight is anfimpref&on made uther 
by the. mind upon the eye, or by the eye ^wn the 
niind,. by which things diftant or future ate per.- 
^eived, and feen as if they were prefent.. A man on 
a journey far from home iklls from hi& horfe ; ano- 
ther, who ii perhags at work about the houfe, fees 
him bleeding on the ground, commonly with a lan<W 
fcape of the pUcewherc the accident be&lls him. A'^ 
DOther feer,. driving home his cattle,. or wandering 
In idlenels, or mufiag in the funJhiue, is fuddcn* 
\j furpvifcdhy the appearance ofa bridal ceremony^, 
or fkuer^ proceffioo, and fooots the monmer/or 
attendants, of whom, if he knows them, he iplatet 
the names, if he knows them not».he can delcribe 
the dre^.. Things, diflani are feen at the inftant 
yrbm they happen- Of tlungs future I know not 
that there is any rule tor. determining the time beit 
tween the light and the cvcai;. 

Thw 
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This receptive faculty, fiw power it cannot be cal- 
ledr ii neither voluntary nor coaftant. The ap- 
pearances hare no- dependence upon choice : they 
cannot be fummoncd, detuned, or recalled. The 
imprelBon is Tudden^and the eSeA often painfii!. 

By the term^ Jicondjighty feems to be meant > 
Bwde of feeing, fupsridded to that which nature 
generally beftows. In the Ewfe it is called Tai/ck i- 
which Jignifies likewife a fpe^e or a vilion. I 
kttQW not, nor i» it hkely that the Highlanders 
ever examined, whttherby Taifeh, ufcd for fecond 
fight, they mean the power of feangj m the thing - 
icen. 

- I dp not find it to be tme, as it is repwted, that 
to the fecond fight nothing li prefented but phan- 
toms of evil. Good feems to have the feme pro- 
portion in thofc vilionary Icenes, as it obtains in 
real life : almoll all remarkable events have evil 
ibr their bafis ; and are dther mtferies incurred, or 
mireries efcaped. Our fenfe !• To much fbx)ngcr 
of what we luSer, than of what we ei^oy, that the 
ideas of pain predoaiinatc in almoft every mind. 
What is recolleftion but a revival of vexations, op 
hiilory but a record of wars, trealbns, and calami- 
ties ! Dea;h, which is confidcred as the greatefl 
evil, happens to all. The greatcft good, be it what 
it will, IS the lot tHit of a part. 

That tlicy fhould often fee dcsth is to Ift expefi- 
cd 'y becaufe death Is an event frequent and import- 
ant. But they fee likewife more plealing inci> 
dents. 
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dcsts. A gentleman told me, that when he had 
ODce gone far from his own iflaad, one of bis la* 
bouring ferTants prcdi^d his return, and defcri^ 
bed the livery of his attendant, which he had never ' 
worn at home v and which, had bcco,. wichom.any 
previous defign, occaiionaliy given htm. 

Our di;fire of information was keen, and our 
inquiry frequent. Mr Bofwell's frankncis and gai> 
ety made every body communicative ; and ve 
keard many tales ofthd«alry {ko^a, with more or 
}t& eWdcncc and diftin^cTs. 

It is the common Ulk of the Lowland Scots^ 
that the notion of the fecond Jight is wearing away 
with other lupertirtioDs ; and that its reality is no 
longer fiippofed, but by the grofieft penile. How 
hr its prevalgnoB. ever ext«ndcd, or what ground 
it has loft, I know not. The iSaoders of all de* 
grees, whether of irank or undcrftandiog, upiTer> 
£illy admit it t except the tninifters, who univcr- 
fally detiy it, and axe AiTpcfted to deny it, in conlC' 
quence of a fylVem, againft conviction. One of 
them honellly told me, that he came to Sky wiih 
t rcfblution not to believe it. 

Strong rcaTons for incredulity vrill readily occur. 
This faculty of feeing things out of fight is local,. 
«nd commonly nfeleis. It ii a breach of the com- 
mon order of things, without any vifible rcafon ot 
perceptible benefit. It is aicribcd only to a people 
very little enlightened ; and among them, for tha 
Qtoft jatt,to the mcao and the ignorant. 

T» 
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To the confidence of th^rc objcAiMu it may be 
replied, that by prefuming to dctennioe what it fit, 
and what is beneficial, they preluppofe more know- 
ledge of the nnivcFlal Tyftem than man has attain- 
ed j and therefore depend upon prtnci[4cs too com- 
plicated and estcnfive £or our comprehcafion i and 
that there can be no fecurity in the confcqnence, 
when the ^stnifci are noc snderftood ; that the 
fecond light is only wonderful becauft it is rare,j 
for, confidered in it^f^ it involves no mere diffi-- 
xnlty than dreams, or perhaps tliap the regular ex- 
ercife of the ct^tative faculty ; that a general opi- 
nion of communicative impulfcs, orviGonaryrepre- 
ientations, lias prevailed in all ages and iH nafioCii 
that particular inAances have been given with fuch 
evidence, as neither Bacon nor Bayle has been able to - 
Tcfift-, tbatTudden imprefiiona, which the event has 
verified, havebran felt by more than own or publifh 
them.i that the lecond fight of the Hebrides im- 
plies only the local frequency of a power, which 
is Bowhere totally unknown ; and that wiiere we 
^re nnabie to decide by antecedent reafoii, we 
muft be contest to yield to the force of teftimo- 

By prctenfion to iccood fight, no profit was 
ever (ought or gained. It is an involnntary aSic-; 
Jion, in which neither hope nor fear are known to- 
'have any part. Thofe who profefs to ftel it,, dor 
•not boaft of it as a privil^^ nor are cMifidered by 
others as advaotageoufiy diftinguiihed. They 

' have 
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have no temptation' ta feign -, and tbeir hearers 
have no motive to encourage the impofture. 

To ta3k. with amy of thefe feers is not cafy. 
There is one living in Sky, with whom we would 
have gladly converfed ; but he was' very grc^ and 
i^Orant, and knew no &>glifli. The pmportiaa 
in tfaefe countries of the poor n> the ridi is lucb^ 
that if wc fuppofe the quality to be accidental, it 
can .very nrciy happen to a man of education ; 
and yet on fuch men it has (bmetimcs fallen. 
There is now a fecond lighted gentleman in the 
Highlands, who complains of the terrors to which 
be is cxpofed. 

The forcfight of the feers is not always pre- 
fcience : they are imprcflcd with images, of wluch 
-the event only fliews them the meaning. They 
tell what they have fcen to others, who are at that 
time not more knowing than themfeWes, but may 
become at lafl very adequate witncllcs, by compa- 
ring the narrative with its verification. 

To' collect fuSicient tcltimonies for the fatisfac- 
tion of the public, or of ourfelves, would have re- 
quired more time than we could bedow. There is, 
againft it, the feeming analogy of things confufed- 
ly feen, and little underftood% andfoir it, the indi- 
ftinA cry of national p^ualioa, which may be 
perhaps refolved at laft into prejudice and tradi-- 
tion. I never cOuld advance my curiofity to con- 
vi^on ; but came away at laA only willing to be- 
lieve. 

A* 
■ .Xooylc 



As there fqbflfts no loDgcr in the illands amch 
'i>f that peculiar and dtfcri mi native form of lifci o£ 
which the idea had delighted our imagination, we 
were wiOiRg to U&cn to fuch accounts of paft timet 
as would be given us. But we foon found what 
iBemorials were to be expcAcd &om an illiterate 
.people, whcdewhok time b « feries of diArefs^ 
Xrhere erery^ morning is labouring with expedients 
^or the cvcBiDgf and where all mental pains or plea- 
lure areJc from the ^read of vinter, the expc£la- 
tioo offering, the caprices of their chieft, a»d the 
motions of the neighbouring clans ) where therd 
was n(!ither fliaiAe fHS&i ignttfaocc, nor pride in 
knowledge^ neither curiofity to iiHiirire, nor vanitf 
'to cofnmthiicate. 

The Chiefs indeed wcre exempt firom urgent 
-pcnuryj'and daily Afficulttes} and in their hou/ci 
were prcferved -what accounts remained of paft a- 
'ges. But the Chiefs were fometimes ignorant an<t 
carelefs, and Ibmetimet kept bufjr bj turbulence 
and coiMcntion ; and -one generation of ignorance 
«Saccs the whole feries of tmwritten hifiory. 
Books afe faithful -repofitories, which m^y be a 
Vhile neglcfled or forgotten j but when they ar« 
opened Bgrnn, will Etgainimpart-tbeir inflruAion^ 
•memory once interrupted, is nbt to be recalled. 
Written learning is a fixed himinary, Which, after 
the cloud that had hidden It has paft away, ts again 
■ bright m its proper Jblion. TVadition is but a 
O ■viKtcor, 

u.g.rzpar, Google 



J58 A JOURKET TO THE 

meteor, which, if once its fsdls, cannot be rekind- 
led. 

It feems to be untrerfally fiippoTed, that much 
of the local liinorywas preferred by the Bards, of 
whom one is fjid to have been retained by evciy 
great family. After thefe Bards were fomc of mj 
firft inquiries i and J received fuch anfwers as, for 
a while, made me plcafe myfelf with my increafc of 
knowledge ; for I had not then learned how to 
tftimatc the narration of a (lighlander. 

They laid that a great family had a Bard and a 
Senachi, who were the poet and hiOorbo of the 
houfe; and anjold gentleman told me that he rc- 
memembercd one of each. Here was a dawn of 
Intelligence. Of men that had lived within me- 
mory,- iiane certain knowledge might be attained. 
Though the office had ceafed, its cSeih might 
continue i the poems might be found, though there 
Ivas no poet. 

■ Another converfation indeed informed mc, that 
the fame man was botli Bard and Senachi. This 
lari^iiiop (Jifcouraged me ; but as the praflice might 
bt; diSerent in dJEFerent times, or at the feme time 
in different families, there was yet no reafon for 
fnppofing that I muft neceflarjly lit down in total 
ignorance. 

Soon after. 1 was toM by a gentleman, who is 

generally acknowledged the grejteft mailer of He- 

bridian aati<iuitieS| that therehad indeed once l>een 

boLh Bwds znd Scnachies ^ and tliat Senachi iigni- 

ficd 
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fied the man of tali, or of coaverfation ; tut that 
neither Bird nor Scnachi had e:(il>ed for fotno 
ceoturies, I have no reafon to fuppofe it cxaftly 
known at what- time the cudooi ceafcd, nor did it 
probably ceafe in all Iiourcs at once. But when- 
ever the prance of redtxion wai diCufed,- thn 
works, wheihcr poetical or biftortcal, pcriihcd- 
with tlie authors; for in thofe times nothing ^ad 
been written in tlie EarTe language. 

Whether the Man of Talk- was a hiftotian, wbofc 
ofGce was to tell truth,.or a (lory-teller,, like thofe 
which were in the lad centuiy,. and perhaps are 
now among the Iriih, whole trade was only to 
^nuufe, it now would be v;iln to in^ire. 

Mofl of the domeflic offices were, I believe, here- , 
ditary {- and probaUy the laureat of a ckn was al- 
ways the fon of (he laii laureat. The hiftory of the 
cace could no otherwife be communicated, or re- 
tained i but what genius could be cxpefted in a. 
poet by ii^ritance ?- 

The nation was- wholly illiterate; Neitber bards 
nor Senachics could write or read s-bot. if they were 
ignorant,, there- was no danger of deception ; they 
were believed by thofowJi_ofe vanity they flattered^ 

The recital of genealogies,, which has been oon- 
fidered at very efficacious to the pFcfervation of a 
true feries of aaceflry, was anciently made, when, 
tlie heir of the femily came to manly a|p. This- 
praflice has Qcver fubQllea within time of Ricmory,. 
nor was much credit due to fuch rebeairer):, who 
O- 2, might 
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might oblrwle fiiftitious p^dtgr«s,,either to pieaf^ 
ihcir mafters, or to bide the «tefiticncy of their- 
Own memories. 

Where the Chiefs, of the Highlands have found 
the hidories of their, dcfcent is difficult to tell ; for 
no Earic genealogyvds ever writien.- lo general 
this only is evident, that, the principal houle of a. 
elan mull be very ancient, and that thofe muft 
have lived long in a pla^, of whom it is not 
ftDtnm ?h|n th^ came thither. 

Thus nSpelefV are aU attempts to find any tra-. 
to of Jlighland learning. Nor are their primitive 
ttilloms and ancient maimer of life otherwife than.. 
Ter^ faintly, and unQertsinly remembered by thc: 
prcient race. 

The peculiarities, which ftrike the native of a, 
commercral country, proceeded in a great meafure. 
from the want of money. To the fcrvants and den. 
pendents that were not domeflics, and if an efti-. 
mate be made from ihc capacity^ of any of their 
did houfcs whichlhave leen, their doraeflics couUti 
have been but few, were appropriated certain por-, 
tions of land for tkeir fuppOTt. Macdon^d has ». 
piece of ground yet, called the Bards or Sena.chiev 
field. When a beef was killed for the houfc, par-, 
ticular parts were claimed as fees by the feveral ofr, 
ficers, or workmen. "What was the right of each, 
1 have not learned.. The head belonged, to the. 
fmttb, and the udder of a cow to the piper t the 
*eaver had lilifiwife h.is particular part j and fo., 
iQjiny 
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maoy pieces followed theft preftriptive claims^ that, 
the I^aird's was at hft but little. 

The payment of rent in kind lus been fo long, 
difufed in England, that it is totally forgotten. It ■ 
was pradlifed very lately in the Hebrides,, and pro-r 
bablf ftill continues, no^ only in St Kilda.wherc 
money is not yet known, but in othersof the. 
fraaller and remoter iflands.- It were, perhaps to- 
be defired, that no change in this particularfiiould - 
have been made.- When the laird tould-oaly cat ■ 
the produce of'his lands^ he was under the.necefii-- 
ty of refiding,. upon them j, and when the tenant- 
could not convcct his ftock into more portable-rich- 
es,,.he could never be tempted away from his fann^, 
from the' only place- where he could be wealthy-- 
Money, confounds fuborJination, by overpowering^: 
the diflinftions of rank, and -birth, .and iveakens au-- 
ihority by fupplying. power of refiii an cc, -or expe- 
dients for-elcape. The feudal iyftem is formed for 
a. nation employed in agriculture, and has never" 
long kept its hold wliere gold and.fiher have bei 
come common.-. , , 

Their arms were anciently the-Claymote', or great' 
two-handed ^ fworii, and_ afterwards the tws-edgcd' 
fwordand target, «r buckler, which was fuftaiiicd ^ 
on the left arm. In the midftcf the target, which- 
was made of wood, covered with leather, and dud-- 
ded ■with nails, a flenderjance, about two feet long,, 
was fomctimes fixed ; jt was heavy and cumbcrous) ■ 
aad-accoidicgly has for fome time paft been gra^ ■ 
O y. dtatly.- 
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dually £tid aitcle. Very few targets were atCiAf- 
lodeii. The divlCi or braad. dagger,.! aovB^^^^. 
was of more ufc id private quancb than in battlei. . 
The Lochaber-ax.is (HiV^aJCght altewioa-of the 
old £nglt£h bill. . 

A&cr alt that, hat 'been faid'«f the force and ter- 
ror of tbc Highland /word, I could not find that 
Hic art of defence was any part of common cduca— 
tion. Th; gentlemen were po^aps fometrmesftii- 
fa\ gladrators, but the comman men lu>d no other 
powers than thoft of wolcfice and courage. Yet . 
itjs well known, fhat the onfetof th&HigtiIanders 
was very formidable. As an anny cannot confift-- 
»rf philofophers, a panic- j» cafiJyextrtcd by any un-- 
wonted pnode of annoyance. New dangers are na- . 
tur^lly magnified ; and men accuftomed . only, to 
exchange bullets at a diftancc, and rather to- hear 
their enenjics .than fee.tbem» are ■ difconragcd ani, 
amazed .when tbey , find themfelvcs encountered 
hand to hand, and catch the.gl.ani of. nccl fiafli-.. 
iqg in theic faces. 

The Highland weapons- gave t^portnnity for 
many exertuM* of .perfonal courage, and fome- - 
times for fingle combats- in theiieldt lite thofe 
which ocenrfo frequently in fabulous wars. At - 
Falkirk, a gentleman now living, was, I fuppofe af- . 
tcr iI'jC retreat of the King's troops, engaged at i 
didaucc from the reft with an Irilh dragooo. 
They were boih ftilful fwordfihen, and the c»n- 
teft was not eaiily decided : die dragoon at laft 
had.. 
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Ifcd the advantage, : and the Highlander called for 
quarter v hat quarter . wa* rcfured him, and the 
fight contmued till -he wm reduced to deiend him- 
fblfuptMi tm knee. . At that inllant .ooe of the 
Macleods came, to his rcfciie } who, as it is faid, 
offered quarter to riie dragoon, but he thought 
hlmfelf obliged to rejefl what he had before refn- 
faX, and, as battle gives little time to deliberate, was 
immediately killed. 

Functus were ftwrneriy fblemnized by calling 
multitudes together, andentertainingthematgreat 
cxpence. . This emulation of -ufetels cod has been 
far fomCi time difcouraged, and> at lalt ' in the Ifle- 
of Sky is almofl fuppreflcd. . 
■ Of .the EarTe language, as .1 undcrfland nothing, 
1 cannot -fay more than I have b:en tdd. It is the 
Hide, fpecch of^ a barbvirous- people, who had 
fejff thoughts to exprefs, and wctc content, as 
they conceived grtifily, to . be grofsly under* 
ftood. , After what ha* been lately talked of 
Highland bards, and Highlanil genius, many wilt 
flartlc wii«i they arc told, that the Bade never 
tras a written language ;. thut there b not in the 
World an Earfe manufcript- a hundred years old ; 
and thaLthe founds of the Highlanders were never 
txprefled by letters, till fiMne fitile books nf pieiy 
Were tranfiated, ,and a metrical verSon of the 
P&lms was made by the fynod of Argyll. Who- 
ever therefore now writes in this language, fpdls 
according to his own percepttoa of the fountl, and 
his 
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bis own idea of the power of the- letters. Tfv: 
'WelAi and the Irifh are cultivated-tongues. Thr- 
Welfh, two hundred years ago; inrulted their £n- 
gli/h neighbours for tticinflAbility.sf their ortho- 
graphy i-wltile- the Earfa mereljf floated In th&- 
breath of the people>. and. could therefore receive, 
little improveiDCDt.. 

When aiuiguage bcgins-to'teeni-with^ boc4u,. 
it is tending to refinement; as thofc who undertake; 
to teach othtra mud' have undergone fomc labour 
in icn^ffoving them telves,. they leta proporttonate. 
wiluc on their owa thoughts^ and williro enforce, 
them by efficacious expreffions ;. fpeech becomes- 
embodied snd permanent ; dlScrent modes and 
phraies are compared; and the beil-obtains an ella- 
bli^hment. By degrees one age improTes upon' 
another.- Exa^nefs is Arh- obtained,, and' after-:. 
wards elegance.. .But diiftlon, merely vocal^. is al- 
ways in its- childhood. Asno maoleaves his.elo- 
quence behind him, the new gener^ions have all 
to Icarrt. There may poflrbly be books without x- 
jjoliOied language, .but there can be no polilbed lan- 
guage without books. 

That the bards could not read more than the 
reft of their countrymen, it-is reaibnable to fup-r 
pofe'i.becanfe,,ifthey had read, they could proba-, 
Uy-hase written ; and how high their compoliuons- 
may reaftMiably be rated, an inquirer may beft- 
Jodge, 1^ confidering what ftores of imagery^ what 
|irinci^es of ratiocination, what comprcbcnfioa of 
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knowledge, and what delicacy of elocutiOD he has 
known any man attain who cannot read. 'Ihc 
ftate of the bards was yet more hopelcfs. He that 
cannot read, may now converfe with thofc that 
can-', but the bard was a barbarian among barbari- 
ans, who, knowing nothing, himfeif, lived with o- 
thers that knew no more. 

There has lately been in the iilands one of thefe 
HIiteratc poets, who hearing the Bible read at 
flliurch, is faid to have tsmcd the Jacred hiiiory 
iioto verfc> I heard part of a dialogue, compofed 
hf htm, tranflated by a young lady in Mull, and^ 
thought it had more meaning tban I cxpe&d 
from a man totally uneducated ; but he had fome 
Opportunities of knowledge; be lived amonga learn-. 
cd people. After all that has been done for the 
itiArudtion of the Highlanders, tlie antipathy be-. 
tween their language and literature ftiUoontiiHies^; 
and no man that has learned only Earfe is, at this 
time, able to read. 

The^arft has. many dialed^Sj and the, words 
nftd in fome iflands are not always known in others. 
In literate nations, though t|ie pronunciation, and . 
fometimcs the words of comroon fpeech may dif- 
fer, as now in England, coinj^red with the fouth 
of Scotland, yet theretsawr ittc n didion, wtieh 
f>crvades all (Uale^, and isundcrftoodineverypro-.- 
wncc. , But where, the whole language is coUoqui- 
" sd, he that has. only ,onc part, never gets the reft, 
a»hc quiDotgct it t^ut by change of r<fideng«. 

In 
■ .Xooyl. 
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In an unwritten fpttch, nothir^ that is not verf 
fliort is tranAnitted from one generation to ano- 
ther. Few have 0|>portuiuties of bearing a long 
compodiion often enough to leara it^or have incli-. 
nation to repeat it fo often as isneccflary to retain- 
it ■, and what is once forgotten, is loft for ever. I- 
believe there cannot t>c recovered, in the whole 
Earfe language, iive hundred lines of wkich thcre^ 
is any evidence to prove theni- a hundred years 
old. Yet 1 hcM- th^t the father of Oflkn boafts- 
of two chefts more of ancient poetry, which he. 
fu^^refies, bccaufe thej; ace too good, for the En- 
glilli- 

He that goes into the Highlands with a mind 
naturally acquicfcent, and a credulity eager for 
wonders, may come back with an opinion very dif- 
ferent irom. mine ; for the inhabitants knowing 
the ignorance of all Arangers in their language and^ 
antiquities, perhaps are not »ery fcrupulous adhe- 
rents to truth J yet I da not fay that they deliber- 
ately fpeak fludied faUehood, or haie a fettled* 
purpofc to deeervc. They have inquired and con- 
iidered littlerand do not always feel their own ig- 
norance. They are not much accuftoniod to be in- 
terrogated by others >, and feem never to bav& 
thought upon interrogation, themfelvesj fo that, 
if they do not know what they tell to be truc^ 
they Ukewife do net. diftinAly [Krcdve . it to be. 
&lfe. 

Me BoTweU. waa very diligent in his inquiries t 
and 
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and the refult of his invcftigations was, that the an- 
swer to the fecond quellion wai commonly fuch 
as nullified the aofwer to the fird. 

We were a while told, that they had an old tranf< 
lation of the fcripturcs ) and told it till it wouM 
appear obftinacy to inquire again. Yet bycooti- 
tinued accumulation of qaeftions we found* that 
the tranlhtion meant, if any meaning there were, 
was nothing elfe than the Irilh Bible. 

We heard cf manufcriiits that were, or that had 
been in the haods of Ibmebody's father, or grand- 
father ; but at Ia<l we had no reafoh to beltCve 
they were other than Iriih. Martin mentions Irilh, 
but never any Earfe manufcripts to be found in the 
Hlands in hb time. 

I fuppofe my opinion of the poems of Ofltan is 
-already difcovcred. I believe they never exifted 
in any other form than that which we have feen. 
The editor, or author, never could (hew the origi- 
nal J nor can it be Ihcwn by any otlier j to revenge 
reafonable incredulity, by rcfuling evidence is a de- 
gree of inro'.cncc, with which the world is not yet 
.acquainted ; and flubbom audacity is the laft re- 
fuge of guilt. It would be eafy to ihew it if he 
■had it i bet whence could it be had ? It is too long 
to be remembered, and the language formerly had 
nothin^g written. He has doubllefs inferted numes 
that circulate in popular ftories, and may have 
-tranflated Ibme wandering ballads, if any can be 
i^oundi and the names, and Some of the images 
being 
. .. Cooylc 
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being rccotkfted, make in inaccurate iiuditop ioist- 
:£inc, t^ the help of C2ledoman bigotry, that be 
has formerly heard the whole. 

I aik«d a very leitrned miniller in Sky, who 
Jiad ufcd all ibe arts to make me believe the gc^ 
THUDfoel^ of the book, whether at laft he believe^ 
ithimfcK? but he would not anfwer. He wiQiei 
me to be deceived, for the honour of bis couotry j 
but would not direiHy aiid formally deceive me, 
"Yet has this man's teftimony been publicly produ- 
ced, as one that held Fitigal to bettje work of C^' 
Sao. 

It is faid, thct fomc men of Integrity ,{vofe(s to 
have heard parts of it, but ib^ all heard them 
'when they were boys; and it was never-faid thdt 
any of them coold recite Hk Kncs. Thtfy remem> 
ber namet) aod perhaps fome proverbial fenti> 
^nents i and, having no djflio^ ideas, coin a refem- 
blance without an origidak 'i he ptiriuafion of the 
£cots, however, is far from univerfal ; and in a quel^ 
t:on Co capable of proof, why fliould doubt be fiif- 
fered to cootinuc ? Tlie editor has been heard to 
■iay, that part of the poem was received by him, 
in^he Saxon character. He lias then found, bf 
fome peculiar fortune, an unvA-itten lanj^aage writ^ 
ten in a charader which the aatives probsUy nS^ 
■ver beheld. 

I have yet fuppofed no impofturc but in the 
publilher, yet I am far ir«B certainty, {hat fome 
tranHatioos have not beea lately made, ihat mtf 
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dftT be obtruded «s parts of tlie origiml work. 
Credulit/oo ODcpart is zftrong tempCatioii to de- 
«eit on the other, efpeciaUy to deceit ttf which noper* 
-fotai ii^uiy Is the conlequencc, and which Ratters 
'the author with his own ingenuity. The Scots 
bare fomething to plead for their cafy recepHon oi 
an improbable fi£tion : the<^ are fedticed by their- 
fendnefs for their Aippofed anceflors. A Scotch* 
inan muft be a Tery fturdy moralift who doss ilot 
lOTe Scottand better than tfuth ; he wiH always 
love it better than inquiryi and if falfehood flat- 
ters his vanity, nfill not be very dillgcDt to deleft 
it. Neither ought the EngUfli to be much inSii. 
■enced by Scotch authority ; for of the paft and 
4)rerent ftatc of the whole Eiris nation, the Low 
ianders arc at leaft is ignorant as ourfelves. To 
bt ignorant is painful ; but it is dangerous to 
■qiiiet our une^dels by the delutive opiate ofhaf-' 
ty perfuafioo. 

But this is the age in which thole who could 
not read have been iuj^fed to write, in which 
the giants of antiquated romance have been exhi* 
bited as realities. If we know little of the ancient 
Highlanders, kt fis not fill the vacuity with OlHan. - 
If we have not fearched the Magellanic regions, 
let us however forbear to people them with Pata> 
gons. 

Having waited, fome days at Armidel, we were 
flattereJ at lall whh 'a wind that ptomiled to con- 
vey us to Mtdl.-- We .weot on boaid a boat t^- 
P was 
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wu taking in kelp, ani} left the Iflc of Sky brfiind 
iw. Wc were doomed to expciiencc, like othcrt,' 
the danger of trufting to the wind, which blew a- 
gainft Its, in a Ihort time, with fuch violence, that 
wc, being no feafoned Tailors, were willing to call 
it a tempcft. I \ns lc»-lick^nd lay down, Mr 
-Bofwcll kept the dofk. The mafler knew not 
wdl whither to go ; and our difficulties might, per- 
haps have filled a very pathetic page, bad not Mr 
M^cWnof Col, who, with every other qualificatiui 
which infular life requires, is a very ailive and Ikil- 
ful mariner, pOoted us iafe into his own .har- 
.bour. 

5COX. 

^In the morning we found Ourfelvei umterthe Tfle 
'ot Col, where we landed, and paiTed the fitft 
day ^nd night with Captain Maclean ; a gentleman 
who baS'ltved fomeitime in the EaA Indies, but 
having dahfoned no Nabob, is not too rich to fet- 
tle in his own country. 

Next day the wind was fsmr, and we^might have 
iad an eafy paffage to Mull ; huthaving, contrarily 
to our own intention, 'landed upon a new ifland, we 
would not Jeivc it wholly unoxamined. We there- 
fore fiiffercd the vcflel to depart without us, .and 
■ truftcd the Ikies f6r another wind. 

- Mr Maclean of Col, having a veiy numerous h- 
»ilf, ha«, for foqie-time pad, rcGded atAbcrdeen, 
that 
■ -, .Xouylc 
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that lie may iaperintend their education, and leaves 
the joung gentleman, our friend, to govern his do- 
minions, with the full power of a Highland Chief. 
Byihe atrfencc of the Laird's family, our entertain- 
ment wa« made more diffictdt, becaulc the houre 
was in a great dc^cc disfiirnifhed ; but young 
Uol's bindnels and atti?ity iupplied ai! defeita, and 
procured us more ihan fufficient accommodation. 

Here I Brft mounted a little Highland deed'; 
and if there had been mmy fpc£Vatqrs, f!iontd have 
been ^newhat aftiamedotroy figure in ihe march. 
The horfes of ihe. iilands, as of other barren coun^ 
tries, are very low : they arc indeed mufculous 
and ftrong, beyond \riiat their Hna gives reafon for 
expe^Qg ; but. a bulky man upon one of thclr- 
backs makes a very difp'Oportionatc appearance. 

from the babiiatioo of Captain Maclean, we 
went to Griffipo), but called by the way on Mr 
Hc£tor Maclearr,. the minifter of Col, whom we 
found in a hot, that is, a houfe of only one Door-, 
bat with windows and chiimcy, and not Ineleganiv 
ly furnilhed. Mr Maclean has the reputation of 
great learning p he iff feventyfev en years old, but 
sot in&m, with a look of venerable dignity, ex- 
celling what Lrcmember.in nny other man. 

His converJation wai not liofuilablc to his apb 
pearance... I lofi fome of bis good- will, by treating 
a heretical writer with nwre regard than, in his ot- 
pinion, a heretic could defeivc. I honoured his 
orthodoxy, and did.not much cenfure h» afpcrit/. 
P '"^ 
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A man who hfts fettled his. Qpioions, does not love 
to lja«c the tranquillity of his convidioa diriurbcd ; 
»iid at fevcniy'Jeven it is time to be in camcft.. 

Mention was made of the E^fe tcanflation of 
the New TeftAmcnt, which, has been lately pub- 
lilhed, and of which ihc learned Mr Macqucen of 

faid he did not ufe it, hecaufe he could make the 
text more intelligible to his auditors bf an extern-^ 
|jorary vcrfion. From this 1 inferred, that the- 
language of the tranilation was not the language of 
the iile of Col. 

He has no public edifice for the exerciic of iiis 
-iniitiflry; and can oiBdate to no greater oumbcr, 
than a room can contain, and the rooQi of a hat 
IS not very large. This is all the oppontinity of 
worlhip that is now granted to the inhabitants of 
Ae iiland, fome of whom rauft tra^ thither per- 
haps ten miles. Two chapels wcrcereftcd by their 
ancellors, of which I faw the (keletons. which now 
ilwid faithful witness of the triumph of Reform 
motion. 

,The want of churches is not the only impedi- 
jnent to piety : there is likewifc a want of Mini- 
Acrs. Ji parilh cften contains more iJlands thait 
xinc; and each iiland can have the miniiter only 
in its own turn. At Raaia-they had, I think, a 
j'ighc to lervice only every third Sunday. All the- 
fuxiTi&on made by the prefent ecclefiafticaL confti- 
tutk>Q, for the inhabitants ^ about a hundred 
fquaic 
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ftjuare miles, is a prayer and fermon in a little room, 
mice in three vecks : aiLd even tlus parlimonious 
diftribution is at the mercy of the weather : and 
in thole iflands where the Minifter Joes not-refide, 
ibii impoffible to tell how many weeks or In.^nth^ - 
ntxy paTs-wkhout any public e]LCTdfe.o£ religion.. 

GR'Ii^^iPOL PN COL.. 

Aftec avlbort . converfatton with Sfc Macleanj 
we went on to GrilBpol, a^ioufc aodfarm tenant- 
ed by,Mr MacTweyn, .where l/aw more oftlie ai^ 
ucntlife irf a. Higblandes Ihat.lhadyet found. 
Mrs Macfweyn could fpeakjio Eoglilb, and had 
iKver;leen any ocherf)laccs than the iflauds of 5ky, 
Mull, and Cotl-: butJbe was holpitabte and good- 
Lumoured, and fprcad hcr-table with fufficieat li- 
berality. . We fbuntLtea here,, as in every_ other 
I^ace, ,but ou« fpoons were of horn, 

The houfe of Griffippl (lands by a bfoolt.vcry 
de» and quick.} which js, I fuppofe, .one of the 
raofl copious AreaniS' in the ifland. This place 
WAS the-fcene of an a^ion, much .celebrated in tbe: 
tradition^ hiftwy of Col,,, but which probably no 
two relaters will tell .alike. . 

Some time^ in. the obfcure ageij Macneil of I^r- 
n- nuTFied the Lady Maclean, who bad the iOe of 
Gol for her, jpintiu». Whether MacnciL detained 
Col, wben the widow, was dead, or whether ibe 11- - 
Ted.fo long as to make her heirs impatient, is per- 
E 3 tap* 
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h^is not now known. Tbc youi^er (o^, called 
John Gerves, or John tbs Giuit, a man oi gfcot 
itrength, who was then in Irclimdi. cither for fi^e^ 
t^, or for educarion, drcamcdof sccoveriog his io- 
hcritance ; and getting fomc advmturcrs togetberi, 
which in thofe imlcttled times was oot hard to- 
do, invaded Col. He was driven away, but was. 
net dilcouroged, and CoUcfting new fdBowers, ith 
three years came again with fifly men. In his 
way he ftopped at Artoriniih ki Morvcm, where 
his uncle was prifoner to Maclcod, and was thcd 
^rith his enemies in a tent, Maclean took with, 
him only one fervant, whom he <»:dcred to day at 
the outtide 1 and where he fiioald fee the lent 
prefled outwards, to fbike with his dirk ; it bcmg 
the intention of Maclean, as any msn provoked 
him, to lay hands upon him, )nd pulh him bfttk.. 
He entered the tent alone, wkh his Locbaber-axe 
in his hand, and flruck fuch terror tnto the whcfe.- 
aficmbly, that they dirmified hb uncle. 

■ When he landed at Col, he fiw the centmdi. 
who kept watch towards the fea» running off to 
Griflipol, to give Macn«l, who was there with a. 
hundred and twenty men, an account of the mva- 
fion. He told Macgil, one ©f his followers, th*t 
if he intercepted that dangu^us intel%^ce, by 
catching the courier, he would ghte hioa certain 
lands in Mull. Upon this promife, Macgill puv- 
liicd the melTenger, and eithcV kiUed, sr ftopped 
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1am i and fab polteritf, t!U very luxly, lidd tfae- 
tuds in MulU 

The olaon being tbui prerentad, he came nnez^ 
pe&edlj upon MacoeiL Chiefs wcre-in thofc da^. 
nciicr vhoUf unprovided for an enemy. A fight, 
-enfued, in vhkh one of their followers a faid i*^ 
Jiave giTca an extraordinary P'^'^ '^ a^tity, b^ 
bouodiBg iMckwiirds atcr. the btook of GrlJ5p(^> 
Ma^ieU being killed, and naoy of Ms clan d^fiioj- 
«d, Mactcaii took poUefiion of tbe illand, wbich 
the MacDcUs attempted to conquer by another in- 
v&on, but were defeated and lepulftd. 

Moctesn, io his tarn, invaded the etiate of the 
Macneils, toctk thccafilcof Brecoctg, and c(Hiquei^< 
■d.tbe ifle of &4rra, -which he hddibr lcfcn]«ars, 
Uad.tben reAored it to the bcJn* 

GAS-tLE OF CO L. 

■ Srom Grijlipol, Mr Maclean conducted us to 
hiafatherS feat i a neal new houleT ercdted near 
1^ old caftle, I think, by the Isfl fox^rictor. 
Here we were allowed to take oor Aation, and ii- 
ved very oomoiodioufly, wl^ we waited for mode- 
ntc weather aad a i»k mad,, wbich we did not lo 
liwn obtain, but we bad time to.gct fboac 1^<witib> 
tioo 4^ A16 ^itefent ftate of Cc^ portly by jpquiry, 
ud pattly by otcaiidDel exaaboasi 
Col is computied to be ^lirtQcij miles in lengtl^ 
ud 
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and three in l»'eadtb. Both the ends are the pro*- 
perty of the Duke of Argy le, but the middle be» 
Irag* tO' M«cleaB, who is called CoI>. as the oolj 
Laird. 

Col is not properly, roc^ ; it U nther Mie con^ 
tinucJ rock, of.a {urhtx (nucb diverJifiedwhh pn^ 
tubcraneci, and covcre(l;with a.-thiiila7erof eaitb*. 
wbkh it often brokcny anddifcovezs. the ftene. 
Such a IbUis not fbr:plan^ that ftrike deep roots.; 
and perhaps in.lhc whole iSand nothing has ever 
yet grewa to the h«ght-a£ a table. 1%e luculti^ 
vated parts are clothed with heath* among which 
induftry has interfpcrfcd Ipots a4 grafs and corn ; 
but no-.aKempt has yet b«en made to raife a tree- 
Toung Col, who has avery laudable dcfireoFinv- 
proving bis patrimony, purpoles fome time to plant 
an orchard •, which, if it be (helteFcd by a wall, may.- 
pcrhaps fncceed, He^hasintrodocedthe-.cultnreof 
turnips, of which he has a field, where the wholfr 
wort was performed by- his oWn hand. His inten- 
tion is^ ttvpromde food fon his cattle in the winter. , 
This innovation -was conlidered by. Mr. Macfweyn 
as the idle projsA of a young head, h^ted with , 
English fancies } but he ha& now found that turnips 
will really grow, and that hungry, iheep and cows 
will Fe»lty eat them. 

By luch acquifitions as diefe, the Heteidesinay 
in timerife abeve their annual diQrefs.. Wherever 
heath-wilt grow, thue is roalbn' to- tlunk fomq^- 
tbing better may diaw niMiri&oient y and by trpng. 
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ibe produflion of other places, plantnrill -be found. 
fujtable 10 every foil. 

Col lias many lochs, fome of which have trouts 
and eels, and oUiers ha*e never yet been ftocked ^ 
another proof of the negligence of the lHanders, 
who might tat;e filh in the inlatul waters, when, 
rticj vaiiinn- ^ lo fta.. 

Their quadrupeds are horfes, cows, Hieep^ and. 
goats. Thcjt have- neither deer; hares, nor rab- 
bits. They have no vermin, except rats; which. 
Aave been lately brought thither by fea, as to other 
places i umI ave free fyom ferpcnts,,irogs, and 
toads. 

Tbe har^eft tn Crfj wtd in Lewis, isrqw fooner 
-Atn in Sky, and the whiter ir Col a ncrer co\d^ 
bat very tempeftuous. I kno\r not that I ewr 
iieard Ac ™nd fo loud, in any other place ; and 
JHe Bofwell obferved, that its noife was all its own,, 
for there v/cre no trees to increafe it. 

Koiie is aot the word e&St of the tem^fts ; for- 
tbcy have thcowB the iand from the £horc over a 
conSderable part of the land ; and it is faid R'lH to 
encroach- and deftpoy more, and more paflure ; but 
I am not of-opinion, that by any (urveys or land- 
4i\3rks, its Itmics haw been ever fixed, or itspro- 
grelGan a&ertaintd. If one man has confidence 
enoH^. ,t6 ray4,tbal it advances^ imhody can bring 
any proof to iiippoit him. in denying it. The rca- 
&n why it Is not jpread^to a greater extent, feems. 
ft he, thu the ^Mml and. tain come almoft toge* 
- . ther. 
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rticr, and that it is made clofe and heavy by tli'e 
■vret bcfire the ftorms can put it in motion. Sft 
thick is the bed, and fo fmall t lie- particles, that if 
s traveller fiiouJd be caught by a fudden guft in 
dry woatherj he wotild find it «ry difficult t» 
«fcapc with life- 

For natural curiofit^es, I- was Hiown only two 
great ma£es of ftonc, which lie loofe upon the 
ground ; one on the top ofa hif), and the other at 
a fmall dillaoce A-om the twttom. They certainly 
were nevtr puti-ito their prefcnt places by human 
ftrtngth or Jktll ;,aiki though »i earthquake might 
have brokeu off the lower ftone,.and rolled it into 
■the wallcy, no account can be given ofthe other, 
which lies on the bill, unlefs, vrhich 1 forgot to 
examine, there be ftill near it fome higher rock, 
from which it tnight.be torn. All nations ha« a 
traditjonj that their earhcft anceftors were giant?, 
and thefe flones are ftid to have been thrown up 
and down by a giant and his miilrefe. There arc fo 
many ir.ore important things, of which huma« 
knowledge can give no aecount, that it may be foro 
given us, if we fpcculate no longer on-two ftones 
in Col, 

Ttus Iflajidis very populoos.. About nine-and- 
twenty years agO' the &ncible men of Col were 
reckoned one hundred and forty, which is the Hxth 
of eight hundred and ftvty ( and probably fome 
contrived to be left out ofthe lift. The Minifter 
told. us, that A few years ago tne. inhabitants were 
eight. 
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■dght hundred, between the ages of fcvcn and of 
feventy. Round numbers are feldom cxa£t. But 
in this cafc:the authority is good, andthe error 
likely.tohc-lUtle. If to^he eight hundred lieadJ- 
eil what die 42WS of computation require, they^will 
be iii..r.,dfed-toat Icaft a th<Hiland.i and if the dt- 
meufj id of the country have been accurately 
related, every .mile ■maintains more than twcsty- 
five. 
Th'S|!rop«rtion of habitation is grfater than the 

■ appearaiKC of the country 'fee n;s to jdmit.i for 
wherever -tuc; eye wandeis^ it fees much wafte 
and little cuhivation. I ain :Ttore inclined to ex- 
tend the land, of which no mejfure has ever been 
taten, than to tii.ninifli the p"ypli, wlio h^^v been 
really number:d. Let it befuppofed, that a com- 
puted mile coE' .ins a mile and a half, as was com- 
monly found true in the menfiiration of the Eng- 

'lilh roads, and^we fli^l then ai!s; nearly twelve to 
a mile, which agrees awch better-wit h ocular ob- 
fervation. 
Here, as in Slcy and other TAands, are the Laird, 

■thcTackfmen,and the under tenants. 

Mr Maclean the Laird, has very extenHve pof- 
feffions, beingjwopFietor, not wily of farthe great- 
er part of Col, but oftheextenllve-Ifland of Rum, 
and a very conilderable territory in Mull, 

Rutn is one of the larger Iflands, almofl fquare, 
Bsd therefore of great capacity in proportion to its 
fides. By the ufu^ method of eftimating compu- 
ted 
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ted exteot, it may contsun more than a hutiditS 

and twenty fquare mit». 

It originally belonged to Cknronald, an^ was 
.parchalcd by Col ; who, in fbme dilute about the 
bargain, made ClanronaM prilbncr, and kept him 
nine montlis in conSnimenb Its oirticr rejwefcnts 
at as mountainous, rugged, and barren. In the hills 
there arc red Jeer. The hories are very fmall^ 
but of a breed eminent for beauty. Col, not long 
ago, bought oiie of them from a tenant ; who told 
him, that as he was of a (hape uncommonly ele- 
gant, he could not full him but at a high prices 
and that whoever had him 3iould pay a guinea and 
aha!£ ' 

There are faid to ^e in Barra, a rtce of hories 
yet fmalkr, of which the higheft is not above thk-- 
ty-fix inches. 

The rent of Rum is not great. Mr Maclean de* 
clarcd, that he fliould be very rich, if he could fet 
his land at twopence halfpenny an acre. The in' 
habitants arc fifty-eight families, whocontinned 
Pnpifts for fome time after the Laird became a 
Protfc_ftant, Tiieir adherence to their sld religion 
was ftrengthcncd by the countenance of the Laird's 
iiUcr, a zealous RomaniA, till one Sunday, as they 
vexfi going to mafs under the conduft of their pa- 
tronefs, Maclean met them on the way, gave one 
of them a blow on the head witli a yellow ftick, I 
fuppofe a cane, for which the Earfehad no name, 
and drove them to the kirk, from vhich they have 
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tacrer departed. Since the ufe of this method of 
TonverfiiriDn, the inbabitanta of Egg and Cannai 
■who coiitinue Pafsfts, oalt the ^rotcilintifm <rf 
Rum, the religion of the Yellow Stick, 

The only Vopyii 'Iflands arc Egg and CaoiKt. 
£gg is the principal Ifland of a parifh, in vhich^ 
thoDgh he has no congregation, the ft-oteftant ME- 
niil^u' relidcs. I have heard of nothing curious in it^ 
tut the cave in which a former generation of tfie 
■Iflanders were foiothered by Macleodi 

If we had travelled with more Icifiire, it had not 
heen fit to have neglcfted the Popifli Iflands. 
Popery is favourable to cSrcmonyj and among 
ignorant nations, ceremony is the only preferva- 
>ive of tradition. Since proteftantifm was extend- 
ed to the favage parts of Scotland^ it has per- 
haps been one ofthechtef labours of the Miniflers 
to aboVilh ftaied obfervances, bccatife they conti- 
nued the remembrance of the former religion. We 
"therefore -who came to he«r old traditions^ and (ee 
antiquated manners, ftiould probably have found 
'them amongft the papifts. 

Caniia, the othtr Popiili Ifland, belongs to Glan- 
ronald. It is faid. to comprife more than twelve 
miles of land, and yet maintains as many inliabi- 
'tants as Rum. 

We were at Col tinder thie pl-oteflkm of the 

young Laird, without any of the diftrcfles, which 

Mr Pennant, in a fit of fimple credulity, fscms to 

think aimoft worthy of an elegy by Offian. Wherc- 

Q ■ ercr , 

.Xooylc 
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ever we roved, we were pleafed to fee the tcvo- 
CDCC with which hii fubjeAs regaxded hiio. lie 
'<lid not endeavour. to dazzle tbem hy any magnifi- 
cence of drcfs : bii only diflinAion was a feather 
in his bonnet { but .ai Toon as he appeared, they 
An^ook their work and .cluftcrcd about him : he 
look them by the band, and (hqf feemed mutuary 
delightel.. .He has the proper ^fpolitioQ of a 
Chieftain, And kems dcfirous to continue the cut 
toms of his houfc. The bagpiper played regularly, 
when dinner was Served, whofe perfon and drcis 
Kiade A good appearance; and he lurought no dil^ 
^ace upon the family of Rankin, which has long 
fupplied the Laurdi of Col with Jiercditary mu- 
A:k. 

The tackfmen of Ctd fboDito live withlefs dig- 
inity and convenience than thofe of Sky ; where 
they had good houfcs, and tables not only plentiful, 
but delicate- In Col only twohoufes^y the win- 
dow tax } for only two have fix windows, which, I 
fuppofe, are the Laird's and Mr Macfwcyu's. 

The rents have, till within fcvcn years, been paid 
.in kind, but the tenants finding that caUlc and corn 
■varied in their price, defircd for the fiihire to girc 
their landlord money i which, not having yet arri- 
ved at the philofophy of commerce, they conilder 
as being every year of the fame value. 

We were told of a particular mode of oiidcrte- 

nure. The Tackfmwi admito feme of his in&rior 

4»eighbours to the cultivation of his grounds, on 

c<mtl&tan- 

..Cocjlc 
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•ondition that performing all thewwfc. Mid giTing 
» third part of the Teed, thtjt (liall keep » certain 
Buinbcr of cows^lhcep, and goats^ and reap a tturtl 
part of the harveft. Thus by lefs thaa the tillage 
«f two acres thejr pay the rent of one. 

There are tcoanh bdow the nakofTackfmen, 
thit have got fniaUer tenants under them ^ for ia 
every place, where money a not the general ecjui' 
valent, there muft be fonw whc& labour is immedi- 
ately paid by daily, food.- 

A country that has no money, is by no means 
convenient ff>r beggars, both becaufe fach countries 
arc commonly poor, and becaufe charity requires 
f«me trouble and fsme thovgbt.- A penny is eali- 
\y given- upon the Brd impulfs of compaffion, or 
impatience of importunity ; but few will deliberate- 
ly fcarch their cupboards or their granaries to find . 
CHit fomcthing to 'gin.. A penny is likewife ealily 
ipent; bat vifhial3,ifthey:3rc unprepared, require 
houfe-roomr and Bie, and ntei^ils, which the b^> 
gar knows not where to find. 

Yet beggars - there fometimes are, who wander 
from ifland to Jfland. We had, in our pafli^e to 
Mull, the company of a woman and her child, who - 
badcxhauAed the charity, of Col. The arrival of 
» beggar on. an Ifland is accounted a finiArous e- 
vent. Every bodyconfidcn that be ILall liave the 
lefs for what he gives away. Their alms, I believe^ 
ii generaily oat-mcal. 

Near to Col is another Iflind called Tireye, emi- 
Qjl DCnt 

■ .Xooyl. 
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sent for its Eenility. Though it has but half th& 
extent of Kucn, it fo wi;]! peopled, that ti^cre 
have appeared, riot lon^ ago, nine hundred aii>± 
fourteen at a funeral. The plenty of this ifland 
enticed beggars to it, who leaned fo burdenfome' 
to the inhdbirants, that 3 ibrmal compa^ was 
drawn up, b^ which they obliged themfelves to- 
grant no more rttief to cafaal wanderers^ hccaule 
they had among them an indigent woman of htgb 
birth, whom they conTidered as entitled to all that 
tiiey could fpare^ I have read the ftipulation^ 
which was indited with juridical formality, but was. 
never made valid by regular fubfcripBon. 
■ If the inhabitants of Col have nothing togUoiiB' 
li not that they are c^prelTed by their landlord t 
their Icafes ftcmto be very profitable. One femv- 
er, who pays only feven pounds a year, has main-; 
tained feven'daughtera. tmd -three fons, ot ■whom 
the elded is educated » Aber^en iop the mhii. 
' ftry -, taid now, at every vacatiotij opebe a fcbool itk- 
Col. 

■ Xjfe is here, i» feme refpe^. imjw^ved bcywidi 
the condition of fomc other lltands. In Sby what: 
is Wanted can only be bought, as the arrival of 
ibme wandering pedlaF may afibrd an opportuoi- 
T* but iiK Col there is a Handing (hop, and ii»- 
MuU there are two. A ihop in, the Iflands, as in 
«her places of little freq,»cntatioa, is a re^litory 
of every thing reqaiifite for common uft. Mr Bol^ 
well's lOTunal was filled^ apd he bpught fotne pa- 
gei; 
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per in Col. To a man that ranges the Rrfttsof- 
London, where he a tempted 10 contrive wants for 
the pleafure of fupplying them, a (hop aSiirds no - 
image worthy, of attention ^ but in an Ifland, tt 
turns the balance of exigence between -good andr 
evil. To live in perpetual want of litde things, is 
dilate not indeed of torture, but of coaftaat vexa- 
tion.- I have ii^Sky had fomc difiiaulty to find 
ink fot a. letter^ and ifa -woman brcalu^her needle. - 
tlie work is at a l>op.- 

As it U,,tbe..IflanderB- ate oMtged to' concent: 
themr>:lves with fuccedaneous means for many; 
common purpoies. 1 have fecn the chief man of 
a very wide diflrtA ridmg, with a haltct for a bri- 
dle, and governing lushobby^wlth a wooden curbi ' 

The people of Co!,i»i>wever,di> nofcwant dex- 
terity to fupply. fome. af their necefiitics— Several- 
arts which -m^c trades, .and demand appremiee-- 
fliips ia greatcitles^arc here the- practices of daily 
economy^ In every houft candle»are made, both,- 
mouldcd. anddipped;. Thcirwieks are fm»H flireds- 
of lincrt -clolh.- Theyalk know how to cxtraft. 
.from the Cnddy, oil for their lamps. TheyjUtaa- 
Jklns^ and -make brogues. - 

As we-travelled through Sky, we faw rnany coti^ 
tages, but they^very frequently flood finglewi the 
naked |?oand. In Col, where tho hiUj opened a 
^ce convenient fat halMtatioo^ we found a petty 
vfllage, pf which every hut had a little garden . ad- 
joining.^ thus they ma4c an appearance of fecial com- 
Q.^3 merce 
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nerce and mutual offices, and of £hdc attention tm 
cDQTcnience and future luppt3i. There b not an. 
tbc Weftern Ilknds an^ cotledion of buildings that: 
cui make prctenfuKis to- be called a-town^ except 
in the Ifte of Lewis, iriiich T have not feen. 

If Lcwis-isdiftinguiffaedby atown^CoI has alio- 
fiMnething peculiar. The young Laird has at- 
tempted wiiat no iHander perhaps ever thought .on. 
He has began a «iad capable of a wheel-carriage^ 
He has carried it about a mile, and wilJ continne ifc 
hj annuel elongation ftom his htmTe to the hai^ 
Bour. *, 

Of taxes hercfs no reafon fer complaining; thcj!* 

are paid by a ^ery eafy compofition. The malc-^ 

tax for Co! is rwcjity {hillings.- Whilky is very 

- jlenriftil ; there are Several flilh in the Ifland, and; 

more is made than the inhabitants confumc. 

The gceat bufinefs of infular poHcy is nowto' 
Ireep the people in their own- country. As ther 
world has been let in upon them,, they have hcardl 
of happiar cUmatcs, and lc& arbitrary government ;; 
aod if they are difgufted, haTC emifiaries among; 
ihcm ready to offer them land andhoufes, as a re- 
ward fordeferting.their Chief and clan.. Manyhavc- 
^eparted both from the main ofScotland, and^from. 
tiie Iflands'v and all that go may be corifidcred as: 
fabjefts loftto the-Britifli crown ;fora nation fcat*- 
tered in the boundleft regions of America; refem-i 
Wes rays dwerging from * focus; All the rays re-- 
aiain,, but the beat is gone; Their power conJiftecU- 
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in their concentration : when the; are cfifperfed^ 
thcjr have no cftft. 

It may be thought that they are happier by thei 
ehangc v but they bm not happy asa nation, for 
ftey are s nation no longer. As they contribute! 
not to theprofperity of any community, th«y muft 
want that fecurity, that dignity, that happinefs, 
■B-hatever it be» which a prolperous community' 
throws back uport' indiviitirals. 

The inhabitants of Col have notyct learned to 
be weary of their heath and rocks, but attend tbeij* 
agriculture and their dairies, without lillcning t» 
American feduccments. 

There arc fome, however, who think that this 
emigration has railed terror difproportionate to, it# 
real evil j and that it is only a ne* mode of doing: 
What was always done. The Highlands, they fay,'. 
never maintained their nafjral inhabitants ; but the 
people, wfien they found themfclvas too i'umtrous,. 
&iftead of extending cultivation, provided for them- 
felves by a more compendious method, and fought 
better fortune in other countries. They did nop 
nideed go away in colled^! ve bodies, but withdrew 
invifibly, a few at a time j but the whole nunlbcr 
of fiigitives was not lefs, and the difference between 
ether times and this, is only the fame as betweeii' 
CTaporatiiH^ and e&ij(ion. 

This is phufible,. but I am afraid it is not true, 

Thofi who went beforcj if they were not fenfibly 

mifled,, 

■ ..Cocjlc 
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milled, as the argument fuppofcs, muft hxve gonr 
father in lefs nuinbcr,or in a manner lets detrimen-; 
Ml, than at ppefcnt i becauibfOTcnerl; there was no- 
complaint. Tbofe wh« than left the country verc. 
generally the idle dependants on overburdened fa- 
milies, or men whO'hadnoproperty'^-and-there- 
&re carried away OTilythainrelvcs. lo-the fy-efcnt. 
•agemefs of emigrxtioa, tunilies, and ahnoft com-, 
muoitics, go away together. Tbofe who -were cod— 
fideredas profi^crous and wealthy, lell tbcir ftock 
and carry away the money. Once none wcnb 
airay.but the ufelefV and poor ^ in /ome parts there. 
is now reaion to fear, that nooc will flay^.but thois 
who are tso poor to remove. themfcLves, and too- 
ulelcfs to be removed at ihe coH; of others. 

Of antiquity there is not more knowledge in' 
Col than in other iplaces<} but every wheie.fome-- 
thing may be gleaned.. 

How.hdies were portioned, ^bentheee was no- 
money) it would be difficult for an Engliihoun to- 
^efs. .In i649,.MacleanrofDronart in Mull, mar- 
ried hi* flfter.Fingala to Maclean (^ Col, .with a ' 
hundred and eig^hty tine; and ftipulated, that if . ' 
ihe- became a widow, her jointffi-C i^ould be three- - 
hundred and &xXy. Ifuppofe Ibme proportionate. 
tra£t of.land was appropriated to. tbeir pafturage. - 

The difpoCtion to pompous - and cxpealive fti- 

aerals, .which has at one time or <Aher prevuled iiT' 

maSk ^uts, of the civilized worlds is not yet fitpT- 

preHed. 

i,.„'mi-. C.(K>iIc 
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preffid in the Iflinds, though fome of the ancient 
folemnities arc worn asvay, antl fingers arc no long- 
er hired to attend tiie proceOion. Nineteen year* 
ago, 3t the burhl of the Liird of Col, were kOkd 
thirty cows, and about fifty fliecp. The number of 
the CW9S is politivcly told, and we mull fuppoft 
other v!(!tuats in like proportion. 
■ Mr Maclean informed us of an odd game, of 
whEch he did not tell the ortginsrf, but which may 
perhaps be ufed in other places, where the reafoa 
of it is hot yet forgot. At New-year?s eve, in the 
fa'^t or caftte of the Laird, where, at feftal feafons^ 
there may be fuppefed a very numerous compMiy, 
*ne man dreffes liimfclf in a coVs hide, npon 
which other men beil with ftkks. He runs with^ 
all this nmfe roiimJ the hotife, which all the com- 
pany tfaits i« a- counterfeited fright : the door is 
then flMit. At New^year'a eve there- is no great' 
filcafnTe to be bad out Of doors in the- Hebrides.; 
They arc fore loon tb recover from' their terrop. 
SrtougH' to folicit for re-admiflion 5 which, for the- 
honour of poetry, h not to be obtained but by i&~- 
ptattng a verfc, with- which thofe that- are know- 
ing and provident take cotc to be fumiflicd. 

Very near thchoufc of Maclean ftands the caftle . 
of Cot, which vas the . manfion of the Laird, till the 
houfe was built. It is built upon a rock, as Mr*' 
iJofwcll remarked, that iC might not be mined. It 
h very- fttong, and having been not long unin- 
tullitedk 
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hatntedf is jct in repau-. On the wall v2S, not- 
long ago» a ftoDC with an infcriptiaii^ impoitiDg, 
that *( if any man of the clau. of Maclonicb Ihalt 
" appear before this caAle, though he come at mid- 
" night, with a man's head in his hand, he fhalk 
*' there find fafety and grote^on againft all but 
•' the King." 

Iliis is an eld Highland treaty made upon a ve- 
ry memorable occaiioa. Maclean, the fon of John 
Gervet, -rbo recorercd Col, and con^ered Bam^ 
had obtainedj it U faid> from James the Second, a 
grant of the lands of I^chiel, forfeited, I fuppolc> 
by fome oSence againft the. ftate. 

Forfeited cftates wete not in thofe days: quietlji 
nCgned i Macleaa, tlicwfoie,,went with aa armeil 
force toleizc hii new poflicfilons, and I know nob 
tor what na&in, took his vrife with him. The Ca-r 
meroDs role in defence of their Chief, and a battlei- 
vas fought at the head of Loch Ncfs, near the 
place where Fort Auguftus now ftands, in which' 
Lochiel obtained the viAory, and Maclean, with, 
his followers, was defeated and Aellroyed. 

The lady fell into the hands of the conqnerort,. 
and being found pregnant, was placed in the cufto- 
dy of Maclonicb, one of a triiK or family tu-anched . 
from Cameron, with orders, i£ the brought a boy,,, 
to deflroy him, if a girl^ to ipare her-. 

Maclonich's wife, who was with child likewife,' 
had a girl about the fame time at which lady Mac- 
lean brought a boy, and Maclonicb with more 
□erolitf 

..Cocjlc 
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:gcnerofity to his captive, than fideVty to his 
trufl, coQtiiTcd that the childrea Ibould be chang- 
ed. 

Maclean bring thus preferved from death, ia 
time recovered his original patrimony j and in gra- 
titude to his friend, made hb csiiile a place of re- 
fuge to any' of the clan that ffaould think himfelf 
in dsnger ; and as a proof of reciprocal confidence^ 
Maclean took upoa iumfelf and his pofterity the 
ctre of educating the har of Maclonich. 

This llory, like all other traditions of the High* 
lands, b variouily related ; but though fome drcum- 
flances are uncertain, the ^ncipal h£tia tme. 
Maclean undoubtedly owed his prfervation to 
Haclonich j for the treaty between the two funj- 
lics has been flriftty oblcrved : it did not fink into 
difufe and oblivion, but continued ui its fall force 
while the cliicftatns retained their power. I have 
read a demand of proteftion, made not more than 
diirty-feren years ago, for one of the Maclontchs, 
j)»mcd Ewen Cameron, who had been accefibry to 
the death of Macmartin, and had been banifhcd by 
I.ochiel, his lord, for a certain term ; at the expi- 
ration of which he returned married from France, 
"hut the Macmartina, not fatisfied with the {Hinilh- 
ment, when he attempted to fettle, ftill threaten- 
ed him with vengeance. He tberefojp alked, and 
■obtained Iheltcr in the Hie of Col. 

The power of protedUoa fublifls no longer, 
1»it 
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but what Uie hv pcrmitsiisyot.. continued, and 

MackanofCoL naw aiacxes the bev of 9>Uclo» 

oich, 

Thc3« AiH rcinuBS in the iflands, thoqgh k is 
patfling&ft away, thecuAomof folleragff. A Laird, 
B man of wealth and eminence, fends his child, 
dther male or female, to a tadcToian, oV tenant, to 
be ibftered. it is not always his own tenant, but 
fome dtflant friend -that obtains this honour; for 
an honour liich a truR is fealbnably thought. Tho 
terms of fofl^rage feem to vary in diOarcnt iilands. 
In Mull the father fends -with his child a certain 
niimber of cows, to which the fame number is 
added by the fofterer. The £ither appropriiitet 
a j»x)portionable extent of ground, without-rent, 
for their parturagc. ■ If every cow brings a calf, 
half belongs to the foderer, imd half to the child ; 
but if there be only one calf iKtween two cows, it b 
thechiWs, and when the childretumsto the parents, 
it is accomp^cd by all the cows given, both by the 
Either and by the follerer, with half of the increafe 
of the ftoclc by propagation. Thefe beafts ar« 
confidcred as a portion, and called Macalive cattle, 
of whitW the father has the produce, but ts fpppo* 
icd not to have the full property, but to owe tbc 
fame number to the child, as a portion to the 
daughter; ora ftock for the fon. 

Chililret) continue with the foftercr perhaps fix 

.years, and cannot, where this is the prafticcr be 

conlidercd 
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oonfideted aa burdenforae. The fuftcrer, if he 
giycs four cows, receives iikewifc fow, and has, 
while the chiW continues Mth ium, grafs for eight 
without rent, with half the calves, and nil the milk, 
for which he pays only, four cows wheii he dif- 
milles ha Dak, for ^lut is the .name for a fsfter 
flbild.. 

Fofterage is, I believe, rometimes parfbrnied up- 
ea ■mare libwal terms. Our friend, the.young. Laird 
of Col, was fofterf d by Macfweyn of Griflirol." 
Macfweyn tiien Itvei a tenant to Sir James iVIac 
donald in the Ifle of Sky i and ihertfbre Col, wbe- 
tlier he fent him cattle or not, could grant him no * 
land^ TJic Dalt. however, at his return, brought 
back a confidcrable nurtibe.- of Macjtlive .Jittle, and 
of the fricndihip fo &rni«d there liaye been gpod 
efFefl*. When Miicdonald raifed his.rciirs, ftlac-. 
iweyn was, like other. tenants, direoi)tented» and* 
ref(gr;:;ig his farm, cetaoved from Sicy to Col, and 
was eibblit!:<;d.at Griifipol. 

. Thefe obfcr vat ions wc made by favour of the. 
contrary wind that il.-ove us to Co!, an ifland.not 
often viiited i for there is not much to amufe, cu- 
riofity, or to attrafl avarice. 

The ground has been hitherto, I believe, nfcd 
chiefly for pifturaie. In 3 diftrk^, fuclias ihe eye 
can coramaiid, there is a general herdfoian, who 
knows all the cp.itle of the neighbourhood, and 
!i»hofe ftation is upon a hll^ from which he.furveya 
the loivcr grounds ; and if one man's cattle invade 
R anotlitr'i 



rg^ A, JOtTRJIEt TO TH^ 

another's gn(s, drives them back' so their oKii- 

borden. But other means of pnafit begin to be 

.found i kelp is gatbcred and^bumtt aadOoops are 
loaded with the concreted a&es. CultivatiMi » 
Vkdy to be improred by the ikill and cncourago- 
ment of the prEleut heir, and the inbabitants of 

.-thofc obfcure vallies will ,paitake of thc^cocral 

^progrefi of fife' 

The T«ats of ihe -parts vhidi Idoi^ totbe 
Du^e of Ai^ll, have beea railed from fifty-five to 
ODC hundred aad five pounds, whether from &e 
land or the Tea I cannot tclL The bounties of the 
feabave lately- been lo great, thata Farm in Soutb- 

-viR has lifen in ten yoars from »■ rest of thirty 
pounds to oae hundred and eighty. 

He who lives iRjCol] and finds hitnfdf-condcinB- 
ed to folitairy ooeals, and inconunniucable rcfie«-> 

,tion, wiU'find the uiefiilnefs of that midtfle order 
of tacfcimeni which iome who ap^ud their own 
irifdom arc vifhing to deftroy. Witbont intelli* 
geoce man Js not fbcial, he is only gregarious ; and 
Kttle intelligence will there be, where all are coo' 

^4tnuxicd to iJaily labour; «id every mindmuft wait 
upon the band> 

A^r having tiftened for Tome days to the tem- 

-peft, and wandered about the ifland till our.cnrio- 
fity was latisfied, we began to think of otu* dtpat~ 

lure. To leave Col in OAobcr was not very eal^ 
We however found p ^oop wiiiclt lay on the coaft 

■.to carry kelp -, and tor.a price which yre thought 
Jevitii 
1,1, ,Mr,Goo.glc 



WESTERN ISLANDS, UC. I95 

-leinnl upon oar DccdHdcs, the mafter sgrced to 
.CU17 as to MulU whence we mi^ readily pafs ^ 
back t» Scotland. 

MULL. 

Aa-we mrc to catch the firft favourable brcatii, 
we (pent the night not very elegantly, norplcafant- 
Jyin the Teflel> and were landed next day at Ta- 
bor Morar, a port in Mull, which appears to an 
unexperienced eye formed for the fecurity of OiipE ; 
for its month is clofcd by a fmall iiUod, which ad- 
mits them through narrow channels into a bafon 
fuSciently capacious. They are indeed iafe from 
the {ea^ but there is a hollow betweoi the mountains ' 
through which the wind ifiues from the land with 
very inifchievQUS violence. 

There was no danger while we were thei^, 
and we found fcveral other vcHels at anchor t. 
jb that the port had a very commercial appear- 
ance. 

The young Laird of Co1|. who had determined 
not to let us lofe his company, while there was- 
any difficulty rcmalmng, came over with us. His 
influence foon appeared ; f(M- he procured i»s horfcv * 
and conduced us to the houre of Dodlor Maclean, 
where we found very kind entertaioment, and 
very pleafing convcrfation. Jsiid Maclean, who 
■was born, and had been bred at Glafgow, having 
R » _ removed 
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remoTcd with her father to Moll, added to other 
quaJificatioDS) a great knowledge of the Earfe lan- 
guage, which the had not learned in her childhood, 
but gained by fttidy, and was the only interpreter 
of the Earfe poetry that I could ever fir.d^ 

The Ifie of MuH is perhaps in crucnt the third 
of the Hebrides. It is not broken by waters, nor 
Ihotinto promontories, but is a folid and CQnipafl 
mafs, of breadth nearly equal to its length. Of 
the dim enlicns of the larger iflands, there is no 
knowledge approaching to fxa<Ebicfs. I am wil- 
ling to eftimate it » containing about three hun- 
dred fquare mites. 

Mull had fiiffered like Sky by the black winter 
of (cventy-onc, in which, contrary to all experience, 
a continued froft detained the fnow for eight 
wedcs ypon the ground- Agamft a calamity never 
known, no proviHon had been made, and the peo- 
ple could only pine in helplefs mifery. One ten- 
ant was mentioned, whofe cattle perllhed to the 
value of three hundred poonds ; a lofs which pro- 
bably more than the life of man is neccflary to re- 
pair. In countries like thefe, the defcripiions of 
famine become intelligible. Where by vigorous 
and artful cultivation of a foil naturally fertile, 
there is commonly a fupcrfloous growth both of 
grain and grafs j where the fields are cro#ded 
with cattle; and where every hand is able to attra£l 
wealth from a diftahce, by making fomething that 
promotes eafe, or gritifies vanity, a dear year pro- 
duces 

u,5,,zPNr,G00yIc 
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dtees on\j a .Camparatrvc vanf, irtiicik Is - rather 
iecQ ibao lek, qnd which tertnioates commonly ia 
no worfe effcft, than that of condemning the (ew- 
er orderarof the comanmity to &crifice-a HttU lux- 
ury to convenience, or at inoft,A little crnivcnicncv 
so ncceSity-'' :' f 

- But whuc^B dimatc bunklfld^ and the grouiul 
pcnorioiB, fe'thit.the moft Ihiit&l year* pMJuc« 
oDty enough' to- maimahi theiatelveat where Ufs 
nnunpMffcd and unadomtd. £tdei ioto ieniethioB 
ikilcJouMv than -naked exifteoce, and every ooe if 
-hufy-fen. hhnielf, witbew any arti by- wtucb the 
plealiireof DtherimBy be iaerealedt tftotfatfdai- 
]y burden of diftrcls any addicitmal weight be 
'added, Dothing,ranains butto'deip^raod die. In 
MuU the dilappointmcnt"of a hwvefi, or a mu^raiB 
■among thp cattfe>.cut« off the regular provi^nt 
■and they who have ao avuBHfa&tn* era pnccJu/r 
110 pan erf" thefapeifliiities of other cotuvrtH. Tbf 
ooo&c)tience ofa bad fcft&iii».hBM Dot fcafeity, 
hot e mp ti n cfet and they wt(^ {dcRty v^ 
. bardy aiikpply of oaeural and piefent need, vLvn' 
.tiiatflendeE.flockiiiiliyimiA.periih.'with hunger, . . 

- I^afin ibttta- counbics, be: 4»y kam to ifitprore hi* 
ewn^and if fortune carries him to^wm&i.be.maf. 
icarn tovnjby it^ , . , • ■ 
'/ >biBofircll!&.i:i]riofityilroiq^ ijiopdlcd him tf> 
•'toriapiamyor Icoliokilly vhidx .wsd.tothq ^carly 
. ^ges thrf^oc M . f c b ool ?f t^eology^jaiul is {uppQff4.' 
"t R, 3. t»> 
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to have been the (^ce oi fepultnre for the an- 

cient kingi. I, though lefi eager^ did not appok 

him. 

That w« might perform tfaii expedittOB, it was 
ceceflaiy to traverre a great put of Moll. Wc 
fal^d a day at Dr Maclean's, and could have beca 
well contented to ftaj longer. Bat Col provided^ 
us horiea, and we purfucd oar journey. Tim was 
a day of inconvenience, for the country is very 
rough, and my hotCe was but little. WeVavellcd 
many hours through a traA, black and barfen, m 
which, however, there were the reliqucs- of hi^ 
manity ^ foe we found a tuincd chapel in our 
way. 

I( U natural, in-traverfing this gtpom.^ dcfob^ 
't!on« to inquire, whether icnnothing. may not be 
(lont to gjve nature a more dKer&ri face^and whe- 
^her^ thofe l^llt and moon that afiiird heath canr. 
llot with a little care and laboiv bear Ibaiething 
-IteeKr; The firft tlwaght that occurs, is to covor 
4h4ni with trees, for that in siaDy'of thcfs naked 
•VCgions treea wilt grew, k evident^ becaufe ftnmps 
and robti arc yet remaining ; and- the Jpecoladft 
'Kiflily proceeds to eenfure thaUncgligcnce and la.. 
'«inefs that has oinittM ^ &> long a time fo ea^ 
a& iHapnnwncna. 

To drop Iceds into the ground, and attend thor 
-gibwth, requires litt'le labour and so IkSL tie 
vho remcmj^en ^lat ail the woo^ by wlhidb Ae 
vanti of maa iar^ been, fopplied&sav ibe debce 
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till now, were («lf-fown, will not eafil^ be per- 
fuadcd to think all tlie art and prepanttion nccef- 
foy, which the Georgick writers prefcribe to plant- 
en. Trees «ertainly have coTcred the earth with 
very Itttkculivire. They wave their tops among 
the rocks of Norway, and might thrive ai ^reU 
ia the Highlaads and Hebrides. 

- But these is a fiight&il interval between the Seed 
and tinbeF. He that calculates the growth of trees, 
Jtas the unwdcome tcmembraoce of the fhortnel^ 
•f life driven hard upon him. Me. knows that be 
is doing v\M. will never benefit hisifelf ; and whqn 
he rejoicei to fee the ftein rife, is dilpofed to rq- 
{une that another fball cul it down. 

. Plantation is n«uralfy, the empUvyment of amind 
Bnburdencd with care, and vacant to futurity, {*■ 
tuvattd with pi c£cnt good} and ar )ei£urc to derive 
gratification from the. prcdpeft of paHerity. 1^ 
that pioo with hunger, is ii) litiile care, bow others 
fliall be frd. Tba.poor maft it feldom. ftu^ious ,to 

■ ina)ae-hi>grandlbB..rt(;h. if may be fooxi difcover- 
-cd^wkfinapUcC) which hardly fupplies the crav- 

; ingE o(necd£ty, thcr» hM.been liille at«eiidc;n to 
the ddigbtK of fancy : and why didant convenience 
is unregarded, where the tl^ughts aic turned with 

. Incefiant biiflCudt upon c^ery^pflihitity c^ in^me- 

, diate wivant^e^ 

Neithsr is it<ji^t« fa ealy to rule large woods^as 

- M3|y.^be c«o^eratd, Tices intended to produce 
tinJjt&DUift,^ kept ufek6 for a.lon|j thne,inclof- 
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ed at an expence fromv^ich vaxty wiil becGftou^ 
raged by the rcmoiefic45 of the profit, and watch- 
ed with that attention. wMch, in places wtk^e ic is 
mod necdc^i will ndtber be given nor bought. 
That it cannot be plowed is evident ; airfiif cattte 
be fufFcrcd to graze i^jon it, they wiU dnoor tlit 
plants as jaft as they tHc; Even 'm coaHsrcoiHu 
tries, where herds and flocks are not.ftdt not 4xily 
the deer and the wild goats wfllbrowfc upon tbem, 
but the bare and rabUt. wfll nibble them. It Is 
therefore rcafonsMe to belierei what I do not ce- 
niember any saturalift to have reaoAxd, thai 
there was a time when the world was very. thinly 
Inhabited by beafts, at well as men, and- that thp 
woods had leifure to rife h%h before animals had 
bred numbers fufiicient to intercept them.^ 

Sir James Macdonald, in partirf thewaAca.of. 
hb territory, fetor lbi««d trees, So the Bunber, m 
I have been told,' of feveral itu&ion% xMpe£^B^y 
doubtleis, that ihcy w6nUtgr<(w up into liitnne n»- 
'liCs and cities;' b»t fm- wan» of incfaifurei and of 
that care which is ahcayl necefiaryj and witt fa^n^ ■ 
ly ever lX't3l£en,'aIl fait coft and labouc have Jjeeb. 
loft, and the ^uhd'is miKly»«(xitiGne;aD ufelds 
heath. ■ ■ ■ * 

■ HaVtog ni»-3l7e>perjefK:eofa.j»imcytiii:3lfnB,. 
we had no doubt of reaching the fia 'by day4igfat>.. 
and thei:eforC'had not left DrMkelssuAt-Tcry^caE^ 
ly. We'ttra«dleddi1igcBtly moftlbVtat A«i»ddle 
country^ fwroad tlicce was nin>e,.-%erp-(tifficult to 
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paTi. We were always (truggUng with foitie ob- 
ftru£tlon or other, and oar vexation was not ba- 
lanccil by any gratificatton of the eye or mind. 
We were aoir long enough acquainted with hills . 
and heath to have lofl the emotion tliM iliey once 
rnifcd, whether pleafuig or painful, and bad our 
miud employed only on our own fatigoe. We 
were however fure, nnder Col's proteflion, of efca- 
ping all real evils. There was no houTe in Mull to 
which he could not introduce us. He had intend- 
ed to lodge us, foe tlut night, with a gentleman 
that lived upon the coaft> but dilcovered on the 
way, that he then lay in bed without hope of life. 

We refolved not to cmbarrafi & family, in a 
time of fo much foirow, if any other expedient 
could be found j and as the Illand of Ulva was 
over-again{l us, it wai determined that we fhould 
pafs the ftrait and. have recwrfe to the Laird, who, 
like theother ganttemen of the Iflands, was knos»n 
to Col, We expefled to find ' a ferry-boat, but 
when at laft we came to the water, the boat was 
gone. 

We were how again at a flop. It was the Gx- 
tcenth of OftiAer, at a time when it is not conve- 
nient to Oeep in the Hebrides without a cover, and 
there was no houfe within our reach, but th^ 
which wc had already declined. 
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vLv j^:. 

While we flood deliberating, we were happily 
efpicd from an Iriffi {hip, that layat anchor in the 
Arait. Tlis mafler {aw that we wanted a paJTagc, 
and with great'civility fent us a boat, vhich qaicle- 
jy conveyed us to Ulva, where we were very liber- 
ally entertained by Mr Macqgarry; 

To Ulva we came in the dark:, and left it before 
iioon the next day. ^ A vefy exafl dclcripticMv 
therefore will not be eiipeflei We were told,. 
&i t it i» an Iflaiid of no great ' extent, rough' and 
biirren, inhabited by the Macquanys ; a elan not 
powerful nor numerous,' Wt of antiquity, which 
iDoU other famiUesarc contoit to reverence. The 
name is fuppofed to be a. depravation of fome 
ether } for the Earfe language docs' not afford it 
any etymologjt. J^acquarry b proprietor both of- 
tJlva snd fome adjacent I{^nd5, among which i» 
Sta3j,.fo lately ralfed to remwu'by' Mr Banks. 

When the lilanders were reproached with their 
ignorance, or infenfibility of the wopdera of Stat^. 
tliey had not much lo repty^ T^<:y bad indeed 
conlidered it little, becatife they had aUva^s {ftn it ; 
and none but philofophers, nor they always, are 
{truck wiih wonder, otherwife than by novelty. 
Uow would it furprifc an unentightcncd plough- 
man, to hear a company of feber men, mquiting 
l7 
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:%f wbst^werthe band todiw a ftone, or witf the 
ftone,-wIien.itiit(»(re<l, Calls to .the ground T . 
- Of .the mccftois of lUacqtMrr7» who thut Ues 
.UdlafaujitiSre^ueBted lSuid,.I'ha«e found ii%o- 
^jtuviah IB all [daca where theyconM be cxpec' 
ted. 

laijWTUig.after the rcHque* W bxeier manners, 
I fbnud diat IniUlTa, and, I thiid;, nn where ^\fk, 
JM continued' the payment of the Merchcbi Mulie- 
tadt ; a fine in old times due to the Laird at 
the maniage of a -virgin. The original of this 
claim, xi of our tmoK of Borough Engtiih, is v^ 
cioufly delivered. It is plea&nt to find ancient 
.cuftoQu: m old ^milies- This p^ment, like others, 
was, Tor want of mon<y, made anciently in the 
produce of the land, Macqnany-was nfed to de> 
mand a Acep, for Which he now talccs a crown) by 
[httt .inattention to the uncertain proportion be^ 
tweni the value and the dcnominMion of money, 
"which has brought much difordcr into Burope. A 
fheephas ^wayc the fiune power of fupplyii^ bu- 
.man wanti, but a crdwn will bring W one. time 
more, at another Icfs. 

JJXva was not neglected by the piety of ancient 
■- times : ic>haS'ilillto fliow what was once a church. 

INCH K£^NETM 

In the morning we went again into the boat, 
.and were landed on Inch Kenneth) an Illand atmut 
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a mtk long, and perhaps half atnSc broad,.re- 
jnarkable for plcafantncls )aod feitilitj.. It is ver- 
dant and gcafly, and fit both ibr pafhire and!! til- 
lage I but it has no trees. Its - only inhabaianw 
were Sir Allan M^iclcan, and two young ladie3> hts 
daughters, with their fervams. 

Romance does not afcen exhibit a kax that 
flrikea the inuginaticm more than thh Uttlc defot 
IQ tbefe depths of Weflem obfcurityt occupied not 
by a groTs herdfinaR, or amphibious ijfherman, %ac 
by a gentleman and two Indies, of high birtht po-. 
Hihed minncrs, aail elegant convcriation, who, in 
a habitation raifed not very fur abovctlie ground, 
btit fiimiHied with unexpected neatoef^ and con-. 
venience, praCtifed all the kindnefs of holpitalky,- 
and relinetneot of courtefy, , 

Sir Allan is the Chieftain of the grttX clan of 
Maclean, which is faid to claim the feccmd place 
among the Highland&milics, yielding rally to Mac- 
donaUl. Though by the mifconduil of his anceft- 
ors, moft of the extcnfivc territory, which would 
have dcfccoded lo him, lias been alienated, he fiiU 
retains much of the dignity and authority of his 
birth. When Ibldiera ivcrrf lately wanting for the ' 
American war, application was made to Sir Allan, 
and he nominated a hundred men for the fer\ice, 
who obeyed the fumtnons, and. bore arms under 
his command. , 

He bad then, for fome tim^ redded with the 

young ladies in Inch Kconeth, where he lives not 

only 
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6tily with plenty, bat with slegance, having con- 
vened to bb cott^ a colleAion of books, and 
vhat elfe b ncccSaiy to make his hours plcafant. 

When wc landed, we were met by Sir Allan and 
the ladies, accompanied by Mifi Macquairy, who 
had paflcd fome time with them, and now return- 
ed to UIto with her father. 

AVc all walked together to the maidion, whM-« 
^e found one cottage for Sir Allan, and I think 
two more far the domefUcs and tUe offieesi We 
entered, and wanted little that palaces alford. Oav 
room was neatly floored, and well lighted i and our 
dinner, Which was drcfied in one of the huts, was 
plentiful and delicate. 

I n the aitcmoan Sir Allan femindcd us, that the 
d^ was Sunday, which lie ^ever fuffercd to pafs 
without fome raligious dillinflion, and invited us to 
partake in his afts of domclUc worililp ; which I 
hope_ neither Mr Bofwell nor myfelf will br. fufpcc- 
ted of a difpolition to refufe. The elder of the 
ladies read the English fervice. 

Inch Kenneth was once a feminary of cccleG- 
aftics, fubordinatc, I fuppofe, to -Icdrnkill. Sir 
Allan had a mind to trace the foundation of the 
college, but neither I nor Mr Bofwell, who bends 
a keertef eyt on vacancy, were able to perceive 
ihem. 

Our attention, however, was fufficiently engaged 

by a venerable 'chi<pel, which Aands yet entire, ex^ 

cept thai the roof is gone. It is. about fixty feet 

S is 
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in length, 2nd thirty in breadth. On one Hde of 
the altar is a has relief of the blcfied Virgin , aitil 
by it Ucs a litde bell ; wfaicb> though cracked, and 

-without a cbf^KT, has remained there for ages, 
guarded only by the veneraUcncfi of the place. 

'^Tbt ground round the chapel h covered witk 
grave-flones ofChiefs and ladies^ and ftitl confi- 
Bues to be a place of fcpulturo. 

Inch Kenneth is a prefer prehide to IcebntiU. 
It was not without fotne mournfnl emotion that we 
ceotemplated the ruins of religious ftrofhirea, and 
the mcmuments of the dead. 

On the next day, we took a more dlfiind view if 
the place, and went with the boat to fee oyfters iq 
the bed, out of whidi the boat-^ncn forced up as 
many as were wanted. Even inch Kenneth has a 
fubordtnate IQand, -named Sandiland, I fuppofe. In 
contempt, who-c -we -landed, and fouod a rock, 

-with a furface. of perhaps four acres, of which one 
is naked ftoBe/anatherfpFead whh^andand Qidls* 
fome of which I picked up for their gloffy beautj:, 
and two covered with a little earth and grafs, on 
which Sit Allan has a few Iheep. I doubt not but 

•when there was a college at Inch Kenneth, there 

vas a hermitage upon Sardiland. 

' Having wandered over thofe extenfive plains, wc 
committed ourf elves again to the winds and waters^ 

and after a voyage of about ten minutes, in which 

■we met with nothing very obferv^le, wm again 

-fiife upon dry ground. 

We 
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We toM Sir Allan our ddire of ^ifiting Icolm- 
kilt, and entreated him to give us his prote£tion> 
■ and his company.- He thought proper to helitat* 
aUitle, but the ladies hinted, that as they knew 
he would not fiually re(ufe, he would do better if 
he prefcrwcd the grace of ready compUancc. H« 
took their advice, and prooufed to carry us oB th« 
morrow in bis boat. 

We paScd the remaining part of the day in foch 
-amufements as were in our power., Kr Allan rela- 
ted the American campaigrt, and at evening ore 
•f the ladies pUyed an her harpfichwd, while Col, 
>nd Mr Bofwell danced a Soattiih reel with th« 
other. 

' We could have been caGly perfuadcd to a longer 
iftay npoa Inch Kenneth,, but life will not be ^1 
ipafiix) in delight^ The felfios at Edinbui^h wai 
^{M-oacddng, from whidi Mr Bofwell could not bc 
aUcnt.. 

In the momiog our boat was ready:. it was tugK^ 
and ftrong. Sir Ailan v:Aiialled it for the day^ 
and provided able rowers. We now parted from 
Ac young Laird of Col, who had treated us with 
fo much kindnelk, and concluded his favours by 
coniigning us to Sir Allan. Hare we had the laft 
dnbracetNTthis-amiabtemaii, whoj.whilethefe pa- 
ges were preparing to atteft bts- virtues, perilhed- 
in the palQge between U'lva and Inch Kenneth. 

Sir Allan, to whom the whole region was weJi 

. koown, told us of a v«ry remar)ublc cave, to whicli 
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he wouUl fljow lu the way. Wc had been difep- 
potnted already by one cave, and were not much 
elevated by the expe£httion of another. 

It was yet better to (ee it, and we flopped at fome 
rocks on the coaft of Mull. The mouth is ion'i- 
ficd by vaft fragments of ftspe, over which wc 
made our way,i neither very nimbly, dot very fc- 
curely. The place, howercr, well repaid our trotv 
ble. 7%e bottom, as far as the flood rulhes in, 
was encun^Kred with large pebbles, but as we ad- 
vanced was fprcad over ^th fmootb fand. The 
breadth is about forty-five feet : the roof rifcs in an 
arch, almoU regular, to a height wluch we could 
not meafure ; hut I think it about thirty feet. 

This part of our curio&y was nearty &uArated ; 
for though we went to fee a cave, and knew that 
caves are dark, we forgot to carry tapers, and did 
not difcover our omifEon tiU wc were awakened by 
our wants. Sir Allan then fent one of the boat- 
men into the country, who foon returned with one 
little candle. We were thus enabled to go for> 
ward, but could not venture far. Having pafled 
inward from the fea to a great depth, we found on 
the right hand a narrow palTage, perhaps not more 
than liz feet wide, obilrufled by great ftones, over 
which we climbed and came into a fccond cave, ia 
breadth twenty-five feet. The ^r in this apart- 
ment was very warm, but not opprdCve, nor load- 
ed with vapours. Our light fhowed no tokens of ■ 
a feculent or corrupted atmofphere. Here was a 
■ ftjuare 
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tqtiare Hone, called, ai we are told, Fingal's Table. . 

If wc had been provided wjth torchss, wc (hould 
Iiave procaeded in our Ifearch, though we had al- 
rea4ygp^cf"^ any former adventurer, cx- 
eept fome who are reported never to have return- 
ed }'■ And, inca&ring oar tny biick> we found it 
more tfaan.a. hundred and fixtyyacds^.thc eleventh. 
jait of s mile. 

Our meafiires were n»t critically e^t£t, having, 
been toade wkh a wallung pole, fiich as it b coave-- 
nient to carry in thcfe Tockj countries,, of wliich I 
gucfled the length, by.ftanding againft it. In this 
.there could be no great error, ncu^dolmuchdoultt 
but the Highlander, wfiom Tcanplojted, j^ported 
the number rights More nicety hoivever is^ hotter,, 
,aad no nnn ibould travel unprovided with.' inftni— 
menu fbrtskii^ heights and diAaneps, 

There is-yet lOMlthcr. fa»fit o^ error ioot always, 
eafil^ fur mounted, thnugh-more dangerous to the 
veracityof itinerary nacrativcs, than iiaper&£t men- 
.Jiffation, An«bferver dcepdy imprcfled- by any- 
ramariBaUe ipefbde, dees> not' Aippofct that the. 
traces will loon vani^ from Ms mind, and having; 
oomaMMly no great c<»veniehce for writing, difers-. 
. tbe deflfdptian to-a time of inore lelfure, and beW- 



Hi wfa« has tiM Hisde the experiment,' or wHo is - 

M»t accultomed to require -rigorous .9 cca racy from- 

Mm61f, wlU" fcarcely^ieUevc how much a few hours 

«du finnn certainty of knowledge, and diftin^cfs 
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of im^ery •, Iiow the fuccdSon of objcAs yn& he 
brdkea, haw fepuatc puts will be cosAiled, and 
how many particular features aud difcriminadoos 
will be comprefled and congtohated iota one gro& 
and general idea. 

To this dilatory notation mtril be imputed th« 
falfe relaticms of travellers^ where there is no im^ 
ginable motive to deceive. They trufted to memor- 
ry, what cannot be tmfied jafcly but to the eye, 
and told by gnels what a few kouEs before they 
liad known with cenainty. . Thus it was that 
Wheeler and Spen dclcribed with irrcconcileabbe 
coutrariety things which they furveyed togctbeK, 
and which both undoubtedly defigned to fliow as 
ihey^ faw them. 

When we had laUtfied our cnriofity in the cave, 
fo far as our penury of light permitted us, we dam- . 
bercd agaun to our boats, and proceeded along tl^e 
coaft of Mull to 3 headland, called Atun, remarb- 
ablc for the columnar fbrm of the n>cks, whic^ 
tile in a feries of ptlaftcrs, with a degree of regula- 
rity, whith Sir Allan thinks not tds'worthy of cu- 
fioQtj than the fhore of Sta£. 

Not long after we came to another range of 
black rocks, which had the appearance of broken 
pilallers, fet one behind another to a ^cat depth. 
This place was chc^en by Sir Allan for oar dinner. 
We were ealily accommodated with feats, for the 
Hones were of all heights, and refrdhed aaii^its 
and 
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and our boatmen, Thocoutd have no-otliet reft 
ttU We were at IcoImkiU. 

The evming was now approaching, and we wsr« 
yet at a confiderablc diltancc from the end of our 
expedition. We could therefore flop no more to 
make rema^ in the way, but fet forward with 
ibme d^ree of eagerndj. The day foon hjikd. uf , 
and the moon prcfentcd a very Iblemn and plea^ 
fing icene. The &y was dear, fo that the eye 
commanded a wide circle t the Tea was neither ftill 
nor turbulent : the wind neither filent nor loud. 
We were never iu from one coaA or another, on 
whichf if the weather had become violent, we 
could have found ilielter, and therefore coatem- 
- plated at cafe the region through which wc'glidcd 
in the tranquillity of [he night, and fiv now a rock 
and now an illand grow gradually confpicuous and 
gradually obtcure. I committed the fiuilt which I 
kave juft been cenfuring. in negtefhng, as we pa&- 
ed, to note the finies of this placid nAvtgatian. 

We were vary near an IQand, called Nun's 
IfioKd, perhaps from an ancient convcnN Here-U 
£ud to- have been dug the ftone that vas nfed in the 
' buildings of IcoimhSI. Whethct it is nov inbal:^- 
ted we could not ftay to in^ire. 

AJ laft we came to Icolmkitii bnt iatiaS no con- 
Teatence for landing. .Our boat could not be for- 
ced very near the dry ground, and our Highlander 
carried us over the water. 
We 'were now treading t^iltiiAriont Ifbnd, 
which 
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ititich WK OBCB the Uiarfaay ef the Caledonian n^ 
gions, whence- iavage din» and i-oviag barbariatiS- 
derivcd die benefits of kncwlectge, and. the bleT 
fings of religioa. To abftraft the naind &om atl 
local amotion woukl be i(npolfil^«> if it wcf« en- 
deavourod, and would be fooliOi, if it wcrc poffibl&. 
Whatever withdrawi lu irom the power of out fcn- 
ics^ whatcTCT makratbepan, the diftont, ortht 
future predominate ever the prsTent, advasccs us . 
in the dignity of tbmldng beings. Far from me 
and. from my frisndj, be fuch frigid pbDofophy aa. 
nuy condu£^ us iadiScFcnt and unmoved over any 
'ground which has bocn digaifiod by wiidom, bra— 
'i>cry, or nrtuCi That man is little to be envied^ 
whofe patriotiim would not gain &»xc upon tbfi 
plain' of Marathon, orwhbfi; jMciy vouIdjiDt grow- 
wanner among the ruins of Ion»-( 

We came too latt to vifit monamentsiifoiae: 
-ca:^ was n^ccSary for ooifelnet. Whatever wa* ki. 
the liland, Sir Allan caukl oommand, ibr the inha- 
biiantswere Macleans ; but having little tfaeycovld. 
P0t give us mud.: He went tatbo hea4ipan o£ 
the IQwd, whom Fuoe, fat» Fanac deU^iU Ja am- 

- fHfjiag, r^rdMits as. woith' no lefs dian fiftyr/ 
pounds. Hb \va» piqrhapi proud . cnoi^h- vf Us • 

-gW^i but ^ pKparedforDur eiuert»iiment{ how— 

- fwri he r<K>Q prodoced mors pronGon than m<n-> 
not luxuripiH regoirff. Oar lodgfaig wv next to- 
be provided. We found a bamwdl ftoekcd.wHb. 
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lo tlw morning we rofc and furveyed the place. 
The churches, of the two consents are both Hand- 
ing, though unroofed. They were built of unhewn 
ftone, but folid, and not inelegant. 1 brought a- 
way ruJe meafures of the buildings, fuch as I can- 
not much trull myfelf, inaccurately taken, and ob- 
feurely, noted. Mr. Pennant's delineations, which 
are doubtkfi exaft, l^e made my unfkilful dc- 
fcri^ion lefs necefiary. 

The epifcopat church confifts of two parts, fepa- 
tated by the belfry, and built at diSenent timesi 
The original church had, like others, the altar at 
one end, and tower at the other ; but as it grew 
too {mail, another building f^ equal dimcnfion was 
added, and the tower then was neceflarily in the 
middle. 

' That thefe Ufifices are of different ^es is evi- 
dent. The arch of the firft church is Roman, be- 
. ing part of a circle ; that of the additional building 
is pomted, and therefore Gothic, or Saracenical i 
the tower is firm, and wants only to be floored and 
covered. 

Of the chambers or cells belonging to the monks, 
there are Ibme walb remaining, but nothing apr- 
proaching to a comjdete apartment, 

The bottom of the church is fo incumbered with 
mud and rubtxlh, that we could make no d'fco- 
veries of curious infcriptions, and what there aie 
have been already publilhed. The place is faid to 
be known where the black Aonci lie. concealed, oa, 
which 



214' ■ A JOtntNlT TO THa- 

which the old Highland chiefc, when thcf mid^ 
contrefb iad alhwcca, uf«il to take the oath^. 
which was cottfidend mote lacEcd tjtan any other 
abljgation, and which couhl not be violated with- 
out the blaclceft in&m^. In thofcdays of riolcnce- 
and rap'iDC, it was of great importance to imprdi. 
upon- favjge minds the fanfKiy of an oath, by fome 
particular and c^itraordiaary circumlhnces. They 
would not have recourfe to the black ftones, npon< 
iinall or common occaiioni, and when they had. 
■ftabHflied: their £iith by this-treaiendotu fan^ion^ 
iDceoftancy and treachery wcK no. longer has* 
•d. 

The chape! of thr ntinnCTy^i* *w ufod by th* 
inhabitants as * general cow-ko»fc, and the bot- 
tom a confequently too mu-y for cxamiDatirait 
Somt of the Hones which coTcred- (he tatw abbef" 
■fe have uifcfiptitms, wluch might yet be read, if" 
ibc clutpel wc« elcanfod. The roof of tlus, as of 
all the other building*, is totalTy deftroyc*!, not-on- 
ly because timber quickly dicays when it is ncgleft- 
ed, but becaufe in an ifland utterly dcftitutf of 
wood, it was wanted forufe, and was confequeia- 
ly the firft plunder for needy rapacity. 

The chancel of the nuns' chapel is covered witfc, 
an arch of ftone, to which time has done no inju- 
ry J and a firiall apartment, communicating with 
■tbc choir, OB the north fide, IBte the chapter-houfi 
in cathedrals, roofed with ftoae in the fame nnan- 
mcr, is. like wjfe. entire! 
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In one of the churchee vas a marUe sitat, 
^vfaichthefupeHlitionofihcinfaakntantsliasdeftro^- 
'ed. Tbeir opinian was, tbat a fragment <^ tbii 
'floae was a. defence againil Hhipwrecks, fire, sad 
nUcaniagcs. In-enecoTBtf ofthc charch the b»- 
fon for holy water is yet unbroken. 
■ The ccaicttTy of the nnnnery was,till very bte- 
'ij, ^.regarded wiah fuch reverence, that only wo- 
men were buried in it. Thefe reliques of venera* 
'tm always produce fomc mournful pteafure. I 
could hsvc tbrgiveii a great injury more ea£ly thao 
'the vialatiooof this inuginary fan^ty. 

South of the . cbqpel Aond the walb of a large 
loom, which was probaUy Ihc hall, or refectory 
'•f tlw nunnfry. This apartment is capable of re- 
■9MX. ■ Of the reft of -the coattent there are oat^ 
^fragments. 

Befidcs the two principal churches, there arC} 
'1 think, five chapels yet ftanding, and three 
more remembered. There are alfo crndTes, cS 
wUch two bear the iiames of St John and St Mat- 
-thew. 

A large fpace of ground about tfacfecDD^cratetl 
^edifices is covered with gmve-llaneB, few of which 
have any infcriptian. He that furveys it, attend- 
ed by au inftilar antiijwry, m^ be told where the 
kings of many nuicos are twited ; and if be loves 
to Ibothc bn imagmatKHt with the thoughts that 
ntturally rife in . places .w^re liie great and the 
.powerful li^iuiiiglcdv^ the dttft, letbimliften 
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in AibmiiBve Clence ; for if he alks any qaeftloo^ 

lus ddigkt u at on end. 

lona hu long cajojed, nithotit any vciy credible 
SUeAaiion, tbc honour of being reputed the ceme- 
tery of the Scottish Icingi. It is not unlikely, tbat^ 
when the opinion of local fan^ty was prcvalenty 
the chieftains of the Iflcs, and perhaps fome of the 
Norwe^n or Iriih princes were repofited in tlus 
venerable enclorure. But by whom the fubterra- 
neous vaults are peopled is now atteriy unknown. 
The graves are very numerous, and tome of them 
undoubtedly contain the remains of men, who did 
not expcA to be fo foon foi^ottea. 

^ot far from this awful ground, may be traced 
the garden of the monaftery : the fiih-ponds are 
yet difcernible, and the aquedud^ which fuf^IIed 
them, islliil in ufe. 

. There remains ahroken building, which is called 
the Bifliop's boufe, I know not by what authority. 
It was once the refidence of fome man above the 
common rank, for it has two llories and a chim- 
ney. We were fliewn a chimney at the other end, 
which was xinly a nicb, without perforation, but To 
much dots antiquarian credulity, or patriotic va- 
nity prevail, that it was not much more fafc to truft 
the eye of our inflrtt£lor than the memory. 

There is in the Ifland c«ie houfe more, and on-- 
ly one, that has & chimney ; we entered it, and 
fbund it neither w-anting repair nor inhabitants ; 
but to the ^nners, -ishb now pofiefs it, the chim- 
ney 
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aeyltdTno great value i for \hdt fire vasinade on 
the floor, in the middle of the room, and 'not with-' 
ftandbgthcdignit^of tbdrmanfion, they rejoiced* 
like thfcir ndghhourt, in the comfmts of fmoke. 

It is oHerved, that ecclefiaftical colleges are al- 
'wa^s in the moA i^eafant and fruitful places. 
'While the world dlewed the monks their choicer- 
it is fiacl7 no dUfamunir that tbcycbQle w«]I. TIu» 
-jflaod is remarkably fhutfol. The vilbgenear the- 
ehurcbes is faid to contain fevcnty families, which, 
at five ia a family, is more than a hundred inhabi- 
tants to a nule. There are perhaps other vilhges{ 
yet both COTB and catde ace annually exported. 

But the fontfulneis of Jona is now its whole profl 
iperity. The inhabitants are remarkably grofij 
and renuokably negte^ed : I kiioW not If they are 
fifited t^ any minifter. The 3Und, -which was 
-once the metropolis of leamiiig and piety, has now 
nofduxd for education, nor -temple for worlhipi 
■only two inbaUtants tbat can fpeak £ii^lh} and 
«0t (me thatcan write or read. 

The people are of the clan of Maclean ; and 
though Sir Allan had not been in the place for 
many years, he was received -with all the reverence 
•due to their chieftain. One of them being fhaip> 
ly rcprebonded by him, for not fending bom fomc 
rum, declared after hi^ departure, in Mr BofweU^t 
jtrefenee, that he had- no defiga of difappoiming 
jiimi for faid hci** I wouldcotmybooesforlura^ 
T "and 
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" and if he had fent his dog for it, he ihotfldka«e 

« had it." 

When ve were to depart, 'cnir boat was kfi bf 
the efob at a great dlftance irom the water, but no. 
R.oner did wc wilh it afloat, tliaa the iilandas ^^ 
tliered round itj and, by the itnion i^aany handt^ 
pu(hed it down the beach ; every man who could 
contribute his help ftemed t« think biiafetf hap- 
py in the opportunity of being, for a moment, ufe- 
ful to hia cfaiefl 

Wc now left thofc llluflrioui ruins, bf which 
Mr BofweH was much affcficd, nor would I wiiU 
lingly be thou^c to have looked upon them withr* 
ou: ibme emotion. Perhaps, in the revolutions erf 
the world, lona may be fomctinie agun the io- 
ftniQrcfeof the Wcftem regions. 

It was no long voyage to Mull, wbeoe, under 
Sir Allan's protcAion, we landed in the evening, 
and were entertained for the night by Mr Mac- 
lean, a mtnlllcr that lives upon the coaft, whofe 
elegance of converlation, and ib^igtb of judge- 
ment, would make him confpicnoos ii\ places of 
greater celebrity. Ntxt day we dined with Dr 
Maclean, another phyiiCian, and then travelled on 
to the hoiife of a very powerful Laird, Maclean of , 
Lochbuy ; for in this country every man's name is 
Maclean. 

M'here races are thus rumerous, and thus com- 
bined, rcnc but the chief of a clan is addrcfied by 
bis nair.e. The Lsird of Eunvcgan is called Ii'Iac- 
leod 
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leod, bnt other gentlemen of the Tame family arc 
denomimted by the places where they reJlde, as 
Raafa, or Taliflccr. TV diftinaion of the mean- 
er people is made by their chriltian names. lu 
conTequencc of thb [»-a£Ucc, the late Laird of Mac- 
ferUne, an eminent ^cnc^ogtAy confidcred himfelf 
w difreTpeAfuHy treated, if the common additioa 
-was s^lied to him. Mr Mac^lane, faid he, may 
.•with equal propriety be faid to- many ^ but I, ao'J I 
«iily, am Mxfiulane' 

Our afternoon journey was tlirough a country of 
iiich glocKny dcfolation^ that Mr Bofwcll thouglit 
AO part of the: Higtdands equally teiTifick, yet We 
«ame without any difficulty, at evening, toLoch- 
-bay, where we found a true fSghhnd Laird, rough 
-and haughty, and tenacious of his' dignity ; who* 
JKaring my Dune, inquired whMher t was of the 
Johaftoos erf Glencoey or of Ardnanmrchan. 

'LochbuyhaSiliketbeotherinfularchieftains, quit- 
ted the cafUc that fcchcred his aneeitors, and Uvea 
near it, in a maniton not very fpacious or fplendid. 
J have fcen no hou^ i^ the Ulands much to be en- 
Tied fflr coavcntence or magnifjcenee, yet they bear 
telHmony to the progrds of arts and civility, as they 
ithew that rapine and lurprtfc are no longer dread- 
«d, and are much raore commodious than the an- 
cient fortrelles. 

The caftles of the Hebrides, tnany of which are 
fianding, and many mined, were always bul 
points of land, en the marg^ of the fea. 



'bich are I 

lilt upon J 

For the | 

choice I 



420 A JOVRKBT TO TtBT 

choice of tttic fkuation thne nntft have been A«e- 
jetinal realon, whldi.tbe change of mannen lla»^ 
left in oUcuritj:.. Tbe^ wccc of no ale-in the da^ 
of pincyTasdefaDce*ofthec<«Ul;^ for it wasequalr 
If acccJBUe in, other places^ Had the^ been feaf^ 
mirlcs or liglit-bourcs, they vooM have been <f 
more uTetotheiavadcryuntheBatiTcsvwbocaaUt 
want no: fuch direAions oa their own wxten : fbc 
» wati;h-to*rer, a cottage on a hill worid have- 
been better, as it would have cammanded a wklcc- 
»icwi 

If they' be confidcrcd mereljiaii plaect ofretreat^. 
the &aatiaB Seam not weU chofeni, for the ioinL 
-of an iflond is fafcft .frocn ifbceigD •nemica in the-, 
center i aa the coaft he migjit be more fnddfcidf 
£irpri£»l tha« in the iidaad parU} shk£ the- invw^ 
^ers,-if their entd^uilemifcarricd, iMght morcea^ 
fily retreat. Some cMivenience, however, what-^ 
erer it ma, their pofitbn. on the Ihore a&rded «, 
'for uniformity of praAke^Teldoin continues long^ 
■without good rcafon. 

A calUe in the iUandS ia onl^ a fingle towep of-' 
three or four dories, o£ which thewalb are fwne* 
(tecs dghtotidne feet thick, withnaTTtmr windows^ 
-and dofe viiiding ftairs of ftooe^ The top riles in a; 
coat^ or pyramid^ of ftone, cncompaSed trjt battle- 
ments,. The intermediate floors are IbmetiiDes frame* 
-of timber, »iaco>naionhoules,andlbinet)mes arches. 
of AwK*! oc altocaat«tj. fiane and: timber i fo.that 
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-tflere ins very little danger from fire, la the cen- 
ter af every &>or, irom top to hottonn, is the chief 

- room, of no great extent, roand which there are 
' Barrow cavities,- or recefieit formed by lihall vacui- 
ties, or by w double wdl. I know not wbcthtir 

■; tiierehc ewr more than one fire-plact. They had 
.Dot capadty to contain many people, or much 
provifion ; bat their enemies coold^ feldom block- 
ade them ; &r if they failed in the firft attack^ 
' tiieir next care was to elcape;- 

The wbU» were always too ftnmg to be ihakent 

- by fiich defultory holHlities } thi windows were too- 
-BaiTOw.to be entered,, and the battlemeott too 
, high to be fcaledr The only dan^r was at the 

gates, over which the wall was built with a i^uare 
wvtty, not unlike a chimney, continaed to the top. 
Through this hollow the defendants let fUl (iones 
apoaiholc who attempted to break the gate> an^ 
. poured down, water, pet^pa jcdding water, if tbe 
I attack was made whh fire: The oafUe of Lochbny 
was fecuped by dsnblc doors, of which the outer 

- was m iron grate.. 

In evory caftle~ is 3' well and a dungeon. The 
; Amgeos- i» a^jcep fubterraneons carity^.w^^l^ con- 
. the lidcs,»id arched on- the top, into which the 
dclcent is thro^^h »■ nairow. door, by a ladder ora- 
. n^, fo'tbat it fi;eins imgofflble toefcape, when the 
: wpB or ladder is drawiu op.- Tbt dungeon wa5„ 
L fiiQ)o{e, in war, a prifoirfbr- fach captives as were 
X 3. treated 
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traMof'WUi^favjerity, and,ia peue, ibr fudi'jdb» 
lincpmttt.u hadt eoiiiiiutted..crimc> .vtbia ibe- 
JiOinl^ jurifa'TAiaii^ {. fi>r the-mufioos of ™u>f 
-Lnrds wercx till the .late p ri ¥a t ioB of their prnA- 
iegcs, die- b]dl» of juftice tcr-thdr. oim:teBaBt»i 

. As thcfe . bctifini^aas wen tbe. produKoi* «F 
jKiete neceffitjr^ they: are built omlf Sor-taStHfy. 
-widL'litde rcgud to-comenencct Mid with wmB- 
.toelegmnorpteaTure. It was fuffiocnt for-aiI>^o£ 
of the Bebr'ules, She faatfa {Irong iuniie„iii wJiiichc 
rhe couid Uik his wife uidchtldren from the ^nCxCr 
kcUoi Thattbcyare not larg; nor-fp(ciM&L unoi 
-wonder., b Mmteafy totfindhowrtfaejcworr rai- 
i'tbdi^ruchavthe^are^byinen »Ii»had'iio mamtf^ 
^in countries .trhen the b^Moreri. and arttficen> 
could fcapce^ Ite fed.. Tbe- building in dttfcroibr 
parts of' the ii^ds (hew tbcir-degrees- of wcakhi 
-atul poyreTw T beiieve that tor all the- oaiUflS: 
which I hu^e leett-bcyond tticTwcc^.the-nwiS'yet! 
KoiAinitig tfi&xae oae-ttf tfagrfe-wlnch Ac Eajgidk- 
-built iaW^ivWOurdfiipply nuLter^ab.. 

Thefe caaiM. affivd another- evidence thtf Aer 
: >££t!oD»9f Tomaaticohivab^had fbrtiieir'Bi^thA' 
veal' mxxntn of diefendal times, vAsn-evcrxiiOxl^ 
. •£ a leignOTjr liped Hi'bi» Hold, b«)ifi,aiKl utUB- 
; countablti^Rithraltthe lioentto«ihc&aiKt inUescex 
: ef ttocantfUei iuperioritji and unprindplbdpower^ 
The traM&n-j -wtuxftx he Ktightbc, aomtng ta the 
'fectifiiedhabitatKW of .x>Chieftaini 'WattKi, pcdUiF 
i^a have been, imozo^ted &om the batttemeot^ 
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r«dimtted:irithi:eautiontO'tbe.gate»':ii)ixodaceettotK 
-,fctty.Mooirctv-fierGe-«idi bobitualiludlUitf,: and 
vigilant with ignorant fiilpiciim}. wtioi zccordiag. 
^■D-his gcoaal tempos om uMt iiutho aBxarj .wotiltL 
-luve leated.arflrai^evuhiS'guBft.at dietidil^.'iff 
-Jl afpfconfiBecfbiin in thcdungeoo- 

liochtny-meam the Teilow Ij^ke, wliisfa'ii tlu^ 
rBtmcgiveiEtomo^inletof the fcai.. upon niucb-tlur 
,:caffie of Kfc- Madean &nds> The reafim .of i tke- 
- appellation ve did not Icanti. 

We were nOw taksreethe Hsbridci^.><n'heBet»e: 
.'had fpROt Ibme XKelts.wkh faSBkieat jmafe mca t^ 
'and-iriiere we bad' an^tlifiecLonr ^ougfau .«itk^ 
-aMw.(ceocs ofnuiirc^aiiditeiiPirK>dk»4>£ti£ef Usre- 
•cikne;woakl!havc givcnus x aioEe!diftinif^wewi.Iinti 
tU'was neccSary that Mr BolwcU flunld.retunkbe* 
fcrc the-cauTtioTjuftice-wcre opeoed'; and^it \m^ 
mot pEt^ter tO' live boo loRg^uponihofjntalitKf how^ 
vttx GbenUIyi iotpRrtcth 

■ Of tbdc iSaait b mnft be Goii&fied;v-tfaat:thc7<^ 
. bave not muif albiranMntvbat toMhcmere lorer- 
' efi nakedjuatuac. The inba^tants arc thin,. protl^ 
Hoia an- fcarce,, and. delblatioa: and peniiEy gWe 
£nle pleafiire 

lie pcoptb-catle£ti<ra% coA&leredare-n«-&>r^ 
•.though their number are- fnall' m propoMtonto 
' the- TpatX' which the; oecup^. Midi is laid to con- 
tain fix ^BTand, and S^ fifteen thoefand^ Of 
ihe coiQptttation re^icAing Moll, I oan pve n» 
. Mcomii J bot <«^' I doubted the truth of the 
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■Dmbcn rttributcd to Skf , one of the manStsm 

CTl i jlwted fiich. £i£b » con^icred my incTed»- . 

Of diC' pro p or t ian, ^riiich' the prodaft of vxf 
Rpoa bean to tbe pcoptC) aa eOimatris common- 
fy made accprditxg to tbe pectmiary grice of the ne- 
•e$irMi o£' B& { a principle of judgment, which i>' 
aercr ccrtsun^ becaufe itfuppofes what ir far 6om> 
•rath, that the value of monej ia always tbe func,. 
■DdfomeafuTfli ^n unknown quaotity hyan uacer- 
toin flandan)^ It is competetit enough when the: 
Rurketi of the lame comury, at difierem timtt^ 
and thofe thoes not too difUnt, are to- be compa- 
led i but of very littie life for the pnrpofe of id«- 
kaog one natidK accpiahitcd with the ftate of ano- 
dier.. pKiviiions, though plentiful,, are fokl in 
placet- of great pccimiary .^ulencc for Doaiin;^. 
prices, to which, however ftarce, whece gokl aoA 
filver arc yet fcarcer, they can never be raiiedt ■ 

In the Weftenr lOinds there ia fo little mteraaE 
commerce,. that hardly any thing has a-known-OB' 
fettled rate. The price- of things hitoughl- in». ob' 
carried- owt^ is. to be coniidercd as.that of a foreigO' 
market ; and even this there is. fot&e difficulty ia^ 
difcovering,, becuife their ^nomkiationi of q^amk 
ty are didei£nt £rom ours (. and when there is 1^ 
norance on bbth^estJio. appeal eainbom^etes* 
sonmion me^eic 

This,, however, is not the only irapedimeBt.- 
TheScots^withavigilanceofjeatoury which ocver 
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^goetto.fle^,. always fufpefl! that an En^i&imn 
JdcfpifeBthcmfijr th?ir poverty, and tw convince 
J^im that they are not lefs rich than their oeigl^ 
:bour$, are fure to tell him a price higher than the 
true. When Lcflcy, two hundred years ago, rela^ 
-.fated fo punfhlioufly, that a hundred hen eggs, ncwr 
Joid, were fold in the Iflands forapenny, he fuppo*- 
fed tl^t no inference could poJBbly foUow> but that 
-eggs were in great ^nindance. Pofterity ha» fince- 
:£rowtt vrifer ; and having learned, diaC nominal' 
snd real value may diScr, they now telt no fucb 
{ftcxries, teft the.fbrogoer Ihould h?f^)en to colle^ 
;iiOt that eggs are many, bitf that pence 4re few. 

■Monej uui wealtKhave bjt&e \i& of cQmmec» 
,ci»l laogtjage been falot^confouoded,- that they 
JH« QE»nnionly TuppoTed' to.be the jame v ^iidthis- 
iprejudicc has fpread fo vridely in Scotland, that I 
^Icnow nor whether I fouod.man' oi woman,, whom 
•X interro^ted cen<epntng-pay[ncntS:,of m(»i^, Uwt 
^could furiBWOt the iUibaal defire pf dcfciving.paft 
Jjy Kprefenting every thing ^dsarcrth^n it is. 

FtamLochbuy-w& lodea' very ivw miles ta the 
' £de of Mull, whi<h; iaces Scotlaitd, where, having 
tahen leave of our kind proteflor, Sir Allan, »e 
:«iniiarked in a bowtt in whidvthe &at pr<wided &r; 
.«nr aeconuDodatton' was aheap o£ rough bruQv 
wood ;^ and on the twenty-fccond of CKlobcr ta^ 
ipo&dat.a.tolcnhle inaoo the:in3in.t3Dd> 

On the nexfr-day we .bcgan.our ^urney fboth- 
'«ards. The vtatliec-vwiepiscaiiaw. ^EoRhriT 
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l:mdly entertained at bu fplcndid feat, and flip- , 
" "** With conveniences for furveying liii fpaciona 
P«fcandriang.forefts. 

After two days ftay at Iii»etary we proceeded 
^mhward over Glcncroe, a black and dreary re- 
&<*a, now made eafily paflablc by a military road, 
which rifes frwn either end of the glen by an ac- 
«?ivity not dangcrouily ftcep, but fuffidwitly labo- 
"ou«. In Che middle, at the top of the hill, is a, 
?^ with this iofcription. *' Reft, and be thank- 
. "■" Stones were placed to mark the diftances, 
^Mch the inhabitants have taken away, rcfolved, 
^y laid, « to have no new miles." 
*n this rainy ftafon the hiUs ftreamed with wa- 
*erfeUs, which, croiEng the way, formed currents 
other fide, that ran in contrary directions 
« they fell to the north oc fouth of the fujnmit. 
^eing, by the favour of the Duke, well mounted, 
ent up and down the hill with ereat conve- 
nience. 

From Glencroe we paffed tlirough a pleafant 
countty to the banks of Loch Lomond, and were 
*««'yed at the houfe of Sir James Colquboun, 
i-o^h'wh"^" of almoft all the tbirty iflands of the 
f«rvey.* tIL^^ *enl in a boat next morning to 
*ova/' ii 'i^avinefs of the rain fliortencd our. 

J«w. Md a ^^ landed on one iOand planted with 
Winine dct-k *^ ^*^ "'•^ deer, and on another con- 
;inarkahle £-, *^* '*°* '"'^^ '^*" ''^'f *" ^''^^' '^" 
*^« ruins of an old caflle, on which 
the 
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Icinillj enKrUined at hia fplendid feat, and &p- ~ 
plied with convenieDCcs for furve^lng bii Jpacioos 
pvk and rifingforcfti. 

After two days ftay at Idverary we proceeded 
6(nilbward over Glencroe, a black and dreary tc- 
ffoa, now made cafily pailable by a military road, 
which rtfes from either end of the glen by an ac- 
divity not dangcroofly fteep, but fuJSciently labo- 
rious. In the middle, at the top of the hill, is a 
■feat with this infcription, '* Reft, and be thank- 
full." Stones were placed to mark the diAances, 
which the inhabitants have taken away, refolved, 
they faid, <* to have no new mHes." 

In this rainy feafon the hiUs breamed with wa- 
terfalls, which, crofGng the way, formed currents 
on the other fide, that ran in contrary directions 
as they fell lo the north or fouth of the fujnnut. 
Being, by the &your of the Duke, well mounted, 
I went up and down the hill with great conve- 
nience. 

From Glencroe we paflcd tlu-ough a pleafant 
country to the lianks of Loch Lomond, and were 
received at the houfe of Sir James Colquhoun, 
who is owner of ^Imoft all the thirty iflands of the 
IjOcIi, which we went in a boat next morning to 
furvey. The heavinefs of the rain (hortened our 
voyage, but we landed on one iHand planted with 
yew, and Aoclced with deer, and on another con- 
laining perhaps not more than half an acre, re- 
markable ibr the ruins of an old cafUe, on which 



«Eic orpKf bnitds faerimnual ncft. H»l Loch Lo- - 
.iAditdbeeam>happlerdimatc,itw<»tdIiavefocemhe- 
boaA of wealth and vanity to'own oncofthc iitile; 
f^ti ^ich it Inclof&t, and to liavC enjoyed npoa 
it all the arts of embellifhaient. But as- itiii the 
ifletj, whifh coort-the gazer at a diftance,. dilgnft 
han. at his approach, when he finds, mftead of £^ 
lawnt and fhady thickns, notlung nmcthan iiii~ 
adtivated rdggednds. 

Where the loch dHchatges itJBf into a rrvo-, cal- 
led the Leven, «e pafl'ed a ni^t with Mr Smollet. 
* relation -of DoAor Smollct, to ^rtiofe inemOTy he 
has railed an obellfk on thebank nearthehoufein' 
which he was bona. The civility andrdpcA which 
we found at every place, it is ungrate&l to omit^ 
aJid tedious to repeat. Hire we were met by i' 
polt-chaite, that conveyed us to Glalgow; 

To deicribe a city fo much frequented -as Glat 
gow, is unncccflary. The profperity etf its com- 
merce appears hf the greatnefs of many private 
houfes, and a general appearance of We^th. It Is 
the only cpifcopal city whofe <catltedral was leftT 
Aandbg in the rage of Refoimadon. It » now 
<ltvided into many feparate places of wor&ip, which, 
taken all together, compofc a great pile, that had 
been feme centuries in building, but was ntvtr fi- 
ni&ed } for the change of religiod uKercepted its 
progrefe, bePcn-e the cuofs ifle was added, which 
feems cflential to a Gothic cathedral- 

u.g.rzpar, Google 
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'The college has not had a fufficicnt fliare of the 

- increafing magnificence of the place. The relfion 

' was' bcgun^ for it- commences on the tenth of 

Oftober, and continues to the tenth of June, bnt ' 
• the ftudents appeared not numerous, being, I Atp- 
. poft, not yet retaraed from their fevcral homes* 
The djviiioDr of the academical year into one fHBon, 
and one recefs, iecms to mc better 'accortifnodatrfd 
to the prcfcnt (late, of life, ihan that viriegatiSnof 
time by terms and vacations derived from diflant 
centuries, inwhich-it was probably con»enicnt, and 
ftill continued in thc^Englilh Univftfities. So 
many folid niontbs;tts the Scotch fcheme of educa- 
tion joins together, allow attcl encourage a phn 
for each part of the year ; but with us, he that has 

■ fettled hitiilclf to ftady in the college is foon tempt- 
ed into the country, and he thai has adjufVed h:s 
life ift the country, is fummened back to his col- 

■ lege. 

- Tet when I have allowcd'tothe Univeffittes of 
Scotland a more rational diftribution of time, I 

■ have given them, fo far as my ettqniries have in- 
formed me, all tliac they can claim'. The ftudcnls, 
for the mofi part, go thither boys, and depart be- 
fore ihey arc men j they cany with them little fun- 
damental knowledge, nnd' therefore the fuperftruc- 
ture cannot be lofty. Tl»c grammar fchools arc 
"Bot generally weH fupplitd ; for the chsraiSer of 

»-lchooImafter being there Icfs honourable than iti 

-England, is fcldom accepted by men who are crpa- 

■U bk 
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bic to adorn it ; and where the ichool has been de- 

iicient, the college can eSi& little 

McD bred ia -the UniverGties of ■Scotland cai»^ 
not be expend to be often .decorated with the 
fplendours of orn^tceatal crudiuc»>, bat they ob< 
tain^A mediocrity 6( knowledge, between learning 
and i^ioraace, not inadcquE^e .to the purpofes t^ 
common life, which is, I believe, very widely diffii- 
led among them, aod which countenanced in ge- 
..neralby a national combination fo invidious, that 
: their friends cannot jlef^nd it, and abated in par- 
ticulars by a fntrit of enterprifc, fo vigorous, that 
thdr epepiios are cgnfiraincd 10 praife it, enables 
..them.to £ad, or to make theirway.te empioyment} 
riches, and dtfiinfllioa. 

From Glafgow wc dircftcd oor /courfe to Au- 
. chinlcck, an jeflate devolved,- through a long feries 
. of anceftors, to Mr BoiwcU's father, the prefent 
poUeflbr. In our way we found feveral places re- 
markable enough in th^oirelves, but already defcr^- 
bed by thofe who.Tiejred them at -more leifure, or 
with much more &ill ; and flopped two days at 
Mr Campbell's, .a gentkroan married .to Mr Bof- ■ 
well's lifter. 

Auchinleck, which Signifies a ftony.field, feems 
no: now to have any particular claim' to ils deno- 
-.mination. It is a diftriit generally level, and fuE- 
ficiently fertile, but like idl the Weftcrn fide of 
Scotland, incommoJvd by very fieiju^nt.raia. It 
.-was. 
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msy witH the reft of the cjoantry, generally naked, 
till the prefeQt pofleflar finding, by the growth of 
fome ftately trees near his old caftlc, that the 
ground was favourable enough to timber, adorned 
it-very diligently with annual plantations. - 

Lord Auchmlec^ who is one of the Judges of 
Scotland, and therefore not whcJly; at Icifure for 
ijomcflic bufioefs or pleafure, has- ycl found time 
to make improvements ia his patrimony. He has 
built a houfe of hewn Aone, very ftately^ and du- 
rable, and has advanced the valueof his luidswith 
gteat tendemefs to -his tenants. 
■ I was, however, Icfs dcliglited with the elegance 
of the modern manlion, than with the fuUen dig- 
nity or the old izRle. I clai&bered with Mr Bof- 
well among the ruius, wliich afi<H^ ftrikmg images 
of ancient life. It is, like other «lUes,. built. upon 
apaint of rock, and was, I bdievc, anciently fur- 
rounded with a moat.- There is another rock near 
it, to which the drawbridge, when it -was let down, 
blaid to have reached. - Here, in the ages of ti^t 
mult and rapine, the I^aird was fuFprifed and kill- 
ed by the neighbouring, Chief; who peiiiaps might 
have extingiiilhed the family, had he not in a few 
days been feized- and hanged, together with his 
fons, by^ Douglas, who came with hts forces to 
the relief of Auchinleck. 

At no great diltance from the houfe runs a plca- 

liag brook, by a red rock, out of wliich has been 

V a hewn 
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hewn -a very agfeeablc and commodious rummer' .. 
houfc, at lefs cxpencc, w Lord Auchinleck tolit 
me, tban would have 4>eca. rehired to build a- 
room , of '- the fMoe dimeniioos. The roch feeni» . 
to have no more 6»mpaeC» than any other walk- 
Such opportunities o£ vaactj it it judkieua not to . 
ncglofl; - 

We new returned to Edinburgh, where I paSJtA . 
fomedaya with men of learning, whofe names want 
no advancement from my commcmOTation, or with . 
women of elegance^' whieh pcch^ difelaims a pc - 
dant'siKaife. 

The conmr^ttuin-of the 3fots gixnrs eTery d»j 
IcTs unplca£ng to the Engltlh ; their peculiaritid . 
wear fafl awayi their dialeAis likely to become bt 
half a xentuT^ provincial and-roftie, even to thenU - 
felves. . Tbe great, the learned, the amlxtioi(9, an<f 
the vain^all cultivate- ^e>&)gliiH phrafe, and the- - 
Engliih pronaQciattonj and in fplendid Companies 
Scotdi is not much heard, exeept now and riiett- - 
from-an-old ladyi 

There is one fiihjea of philoffiiAical curiofity to , 
- be foaud in Edinburgh, wluch no other city ha^ 
to Jhcw ; a coUege'of ^thc deaf and dumb, who are- 
taughtto l^ak, to read, to write, and to prafHce 
arithmetic, by agentleman, whofe name i» Draid- 
wood. The number which attends him is, Irhink; 
about twtlvej wtSch he brings together into a little - 
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tHhoai^ and inftruAs according ta their, feveral de- 
grees of ^o&iency. 

I do not mean to mcotion the inftru<5tion c^the 
deaf as new. Having been iirllpraAifcd upon the 
lbao£a conA^e of Spain, it was afterwards ctil-. 
tiyated with mucli emt^attoji in^agland, by -Walii^- 
and HcddeT,znd wasJatelypoofeSed.by Mr.Bakerr,, 
who once flattered^e with hopes of faejng his me-? 
thod puhlUhed*: Howfaraayfonaerteachenhavo 
fucceeded it bnot eafy; to know: theJn^avcioent oG 
Mr Sraidwood's .pjipiU ;is wonderful. I^ey nob 
onljr fpeaki write,. and undcrllaod what. is. written ^ 
tmt if ite jiiat fpcalas k}c^ toward thonc and mOdit - 
£es his OFgans by diftinft and full: tMterance, they; 
ktaow fo wcU what ia Ipoken. tlut it is an.expref* 
fioD only figuFatJvB to fayj they hear with, the cyci 
That any ha,vc attained to die power mentioned 
by Burnet, of feeling feunds, by-layingia. hand ot^ 
the fpeaker's mouth,.! know nqt } bat I have ft;en . 
ib lAuch, that I can believe more ; & iingle word^ 
w a fliort fcntence, J think may poi£bly befo dif- 
tinguilhed. . 

It, wilV readily be fuppofed by t^fe t^at confidev - 
this'futgea, tiiat Mr iiraidwood's fcholars^ fpqll ac- 
cwrately. Orthography is vitiated ampng fuch aa 
learn firfl to fp«ak, and thea.lo writf « by in^rfeft 
notions of the. relation between.leue^ a;id vocal Ut- 
terance; jant to thofe (iudents eviiry charad^tr is 
oC eqnaL importance j for letters arfi to thjem. not 
. fymbolf, 

l,.„rMI-. C.OOylc 



S.34 ■* JOWRMEY TO THS ' 

QnnboUl of names, but- of things },irhea'ttlC7 write-' 

thejrdo notreprefeota found> but delincMe a farm* - 

This fchool I v'tGttd, and found fome ^ the - 
fehokn waiting for their mader, whom the^ ■ 
are laid to receive at his entrance with fmiling 
countenances and fpariding eyes, delighted with the 
hopt oi new ideas. One of the yoting ladies had 
her ilate before heTi.tm ^ich.1 wrote a-qoeftioii- 
eonfilling of -thiee figures; to he mult^ied by two - 
figures. She looked upon it, and qmvering faer 
fingers in a manner which I thought Tciy pretty, . 
btit of which I knosr not whether it was art ot {day,. . 
multiplied the fum regularly in two lines, cMerving . 
the decimaL place ; J>kt did not add the. two 1'"^ 
together, prcbaNy difdaiiiing fa eafy an eperatiOD^ - 
I pointed at theplace where the fum total (hould ■■ 
ftand, and ihe Hoted.k with faeh expedition as ■ 
tetiatd to Jhewthat flic had it only tq write. 

It was pkafing to fefc one of the moCt defprrate ' 
ef human calamities capable o^ lb much help : 
whatever enlarge; hope, wiU ^ exidt courage; after 
having feen tlie deaf taught arithmetick, who 
would be-afraid to cultivate the Hebrides ? . 

Such are (he things which thns journey has given ■■ 
me an oppwttiftity of feciagi and fiich are the re- 
fiedioos which that- light ha«- railed. Having pa£- 
ftd my time atmoft -wholly in dties, I may have 
been furprifed- by modes of life and appearances of 
tMtfure, .that »e familiar ^to men of wider Airvcf 
2nd. 
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md mor* varied conTcrfadon. NoTelty^and igaa- 
rance miift always be^ reciprocal, and I cannot but 
l)c coolcious tbat my thoughts on national man- 
ners, are the thoughts^f one who hasfcenbul 
^ulc 
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